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Y WHAT? N
6#’:.14’ NO, NOT |
AT ALL-- /

--1 WAS...I WAS | .
|: R A
JUST il
|| = --THIS ~
1YY TERMINAL STILL
S ISN'T SYNCHING |
TO THE DATABASE,

A\ TO FIGURE OUT
WHY...

...THAT'S BECAUSE VS B 1M WAITING UNTIL
IT'S NOT POWERED - THE DIAGNOSTICS
UFP, YET. : r ARE COMPLETED
: S . EEFORE INITIALIZING
o THE SYSTEM. r

EVER SINCE ALAN gl \

INTRODUCED US, I'VE =
BEEN CATCHING YOU N P iR
STARING AT ME LIKE P 'JE_,;‘__'_I-'..‘.{L_EI,A 1=
YOU THINK I'M SOME A% B

| GORT OF FREAK. ' et T

IF YOu
HAVE A
PROBLEM
» WITH ME,
W MS. BORDEAUX,
LN I WANT TO
N T, HEAR IT.




IF THIS NEW
CHECKMATE
& EOINE TO
LIVE DOWN THE
LEGACY OF
MAX LOKED,
THEN THE
FEOPLE AT
THE TOF CANT
BE KEEFING
SECRETS

: BECAUSE
I THINK YOU'RE
B BEAUTIFUL.

~~ BROTHER
[/ EYE MADE IT
{ SO I CAN'T SEE
ANYTHING WITHOUT
THE NANOBOTS
FILTERING THE
IMAGE THROUGH |
\. OMAC THREAT-
\ ASSESSMENT. ./

e

- _

- B
7 EVERYTHING AND ™\
EVERYONE 1 LOCK
AT, I SEE TARGET
FOINTS AND ANGLES
OF ATTACK. 1 SEE
FPROBABILITY WAVES
AND CONTINGENCY
STEIKES.

W REALLY, BISHOP HOLT,
WE CAN LET IT PROFP
NOW. I APOLOGIZE
IF I'VE MADE YOU
LUNCOMFORTABLE.

SO MAKE ME
COMFORTABLE.

- I'M OWED AN
EXPLANATION.
WHY PO YOU
KEEP sTARING -~




HE INFORMS S
; ‘ ME THAT BISHOF
SHEN HAS GONE
L HOME TO DEAL WITH A
WL FAMILY EMERGENCY.
HE HAS NO IDEA FOR J

! CHECKMATE H.Q.-- /7 | N e LR
(A EOARD ROOM. NOW. AN | Bt bl
r - 1 o - } -u {v = =

|- - Tl (e

| PUT THAT
IN THE WATER
AND SEE IF IT |

W PEOPLE WEREN'T BACK \
| FROM OOLONG ISLAND A
W\  WEEK BEFORE SHEN'S |
\ “FAMILY EMERGENCY"

HOW
BACKED UP ARE
YOU WITHOUT

BISHOF MIDNISHT
HAS OFFERED TO HELP FOR
THE TIME BEING. AT THE MOMENT,
EVERYTHING IS UNPEE CONTROL.

{ THAT'S VERY GENEROUS
/| OF You, THINKER. IF THE
14\ T WHITE KING DOESN'T
b MIND, OF COURSE.




L -vé

GOT IT FROM SPY ™ Y ) SOMETHING
T SMASHER JUST BEFORE \\ WY/ SHE QUITE
WHAT'S TAUTIN DROP-KICKED ) \+"\\ \ ENJOYED DOING,
THIS? HER DOWN A DEEP, AL '\ \ INCIDENTALLY.
DARK HOLE. A\ b

i
-'.- ;

A
B

y

T T L SHE COULD
VERIFIED? 4 — aff _. PROBABLY -
e PP o et ekl - STAND TO SEE B
WHITESIDE WS S8 s W A FRIENDLY
HAS HER AT W e B = W 48
FACILITY WEST OF
HALIFAX. SHE'S
STILL A LITTLE B
PISORIENTED. 4%

“IT's NOT
OMNLINE YET,
THINKER....

THEKE'S A
BLACK HAWK
WAITING. WE CAN BE
IN POETSMOUTH IN /

FOUR HOURS, {:"'

YOU WERE CAPTUREL ™
AND YOU WERE TORTURED, )
SASHA. <

"y g : ' PLEASE. 1
NOEBODY . . WANT YOU TO
IS FINE AFTER i ‘ COME BACK TO
THAT HAPPENS N r “f FOETSMOUTH
- N WITH ME.




7> KM EAST OF
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA.

y 1

r'||1IIIIIIII|

o . STANDING
secURITY X (NS e h’i:f:wwt

b oo\ L s
IDENTIFIED AS
BLACK KING'S

KNIGHT.

THE BLACK KING SAID WE
COULD EXPECT YOU ALMOST
AN HOUR ASO.

I'M SOREY,
I WAsS...HEKE,
I HAVE MY

IDENT-- _

s

> . THOUGHT
IT WOULD BE A
NICE SLURFRISE

EOE ;.-r < LL
FOK HEK.... " LEAVE YOU

TWO DEARS
ALONE.

OH SHUSH, YOU, THAT'S
NOT MECESSARY. YOU WERE
SCANNED FIFTEEN WAYS TO

A SUNDPAY BEFORE YOU GOT
. WITHIN A HALF MILE OF
o THE HOUSE.

“H YES. ONE
OULD ALWAYS
h.w OW WHO YyOU |

,~ ARE. DON'T YOU

ASEEEY SHE'S IN
77T HEEE. WE, AH...
WE LCICN'T TELL
». '\ HER YOU WERE
S\ COMING...







TIF .~

S NINETEEN B
I MONTHS
AGO.

-

/~ ...1 SEE NO WAY TO REMOVE THE U

{f NANOBOTS FROM HER SYSTEM. THE [

 POSITIVE IS THAT THEY DON'T SEEM TO /%

\_ BE DOING HER ANY ACTUAL HARM. £
- TO THE CONTRARY...

>...1 WOULD HAZARD % 4 K
THAT SHE COULD &0 5
A FEW ROUNDS WITH TED |
AND STILL BE ABLE TO BUY
HIM A PITCHER OF BEER
AFTERWARDS.

TELL HEE

THAT, SHE
MIGHT :
TRY IT.

i - |
A T,
- e b

" COULD WE FORCE ™\
Q-HE TRANSFORMATION )
INTO REMISSION? ./

By =

IT /& IN
REMISSION,
MICHAEL. THE
NANOBOTS'
PRIMARY GOAL

P o 3 15 THEIR HOST'S
. CONTINUED

' y HEALTH AND
I\ SURVIVAL... /

¥ H,_‘_‘___-_'_._._.__“‘E‘ L

N,

. ... 2ROULD
THAT BE THREATENED,
WE WOULD LIKELY SEE
FURTHER MUTATION AS

A MEANS OF SELF-
l5: PEFENSE.




YOURE %
QUITE FOND
B\ OF HER.

1 CARE
ABOUT WHAT
HAPPENS TO :
== SUPPOSE THERE IS |~
_AN ATTRACTION. A~

e

SN 5.ND, BUT IT o
¥ 1S OBVIOUS ALL
THE SAME. IT'S IN

oo
- = = e L
S MORE _ you, AND WHEN
THAN SIMFLE YOU SPEAK /
ATTRACTION, OF HER /:
A MICHAEL. e e T

WE DO NOT LIVE
LIVES WITH MANY
OPFORTUNITIES FOR
LOVE. OUR SENSE OF
PUTY, OF HONOR...OFTEN
TIMES WE SACKIFICE
OUR HEARTS IN THEIR
SERVICE.

: IF YOU FEEL
FOE. HEE AS SHE
SO CLEARLY FEELS
FOR YOU, THEM
YOU HAVE BEEN
b, BLESSED.

I LOVE A WOMAN, THAT % BUT IF YOU FEAR
PIETER. YOU KNOW IS NOT IN  THAT LOVING ANOTHER
DISPUTE, MY , IS :-'5\ BETRAYAL, ASK
TR YOURSELF THIS...
MY WIFE,
AND SHE'S




PORTSMOUTH — < o, ®
¢ YEAH, HE E A
OREGON. NOW. | /cap RE WANTED | [ PR .
TO EEEE H%‘u‘ - \ HER:
. I WORKE, pi / THERE'S \
. CHANG TZU - NEW

““—'——?’ ALSO SET ME ' EEGWT%iggLﬁJD

a ON FIRE, BROKE | | THE ORBIT.

SEVERAL BONES MINOR, BUT

| AHI'." INJECTED ) ME _ MINOH
w I"g WITH VARIO 1) | : DETEI...TﬁI.E LE.
AMPUTATED —<r FEUEE (I~ \— . ;

ABOVE THE
TRICEP?

L KHC‘W \%‘H;'-"-T EXUALLY UHDEE';:-TAHI:" THE
YOU'RE GOING SAULTED.\ NEED FOE THE
TO ASK, AND .. QUESTION..
THE ANSWER / = :
; Ig H‘:’iii i 2

,..-r"'"'—""“» oL
I WASN'T "*-*"'_ YO )

Y THANK ?n[‘k

YOU, NITE- A
LITE. M .
1 HAVE A FEW - \ X

MORE QUESTIONS. IT B
MIGHT BE BEST IF YOU Euae

TWO LEFT US ALONE. NI



THE REG
OF HER AKM HAS
CONFIEMED HER

WORST FEARS.

e
.

THINKS SHE'S
BECOMING A
MACHINE.

¥ HAVE YOU BEEN
| HAVING DIFFICULTY
, SLEEPING?

ANY LOSS OF |
\ APPETITE? CHANGE

MY ARM GREW
BACK METAL, YOU
ASK IF I WAS EAPED, AND |

NOW YOU WANT TO KNOW &8

ABOUT MY DIET?

y .YOUR BODY %
REFAIES THE
DPAMAGE DONE

TOIT SO
THOROUSHLY.
EVIDENCE OF

PHYSICAL TRALMA

\ CAN BE EASILY
" MISSED. 7

YEAH, 5
I'M FRESH FROM THE
SHOWROOM FLOOE.
EVEN MY ARM HAS THAT
NEW CARE SMELL.

f,.r'_'_-_-_-"-h

= /M FINE
AND WE'KE
i 'L FINIGHED )

‘. HERE. /

.

Y NO, SHE
Y ALREADY
THINKS
THAT, AND 1
SUSPECT HAS
FOR SOME TIME.
WHAT SHE
FEARS IS THAT
EVERYONE
ELSE THINKS
IT, TOO...




/1 DON'T...I DON'T
( REMEMBER MUCH, TO
TELL THE TRUTH. IT'S
\._VERY CONFUSING. _
~~ WHAT I PO
REMEMBER, 1...1D
EATHER FOKEET.
I WASN'T...IT'S LIKE
S IWASNTME 4

L 5
A~ NO IPEA! _/GOOD TO | =
SEE YOU, |

IT's SO GOOD |
< TO SEE YOU, %
P\ TORA! YOU HAVE | IT'sS

BETTER BE. _

N, EVERYONE'S
1 BEEN VERY KIND. T
W DIDN'T UNDERSTAND WHY,
Bl UNTIL THEY EXPLAINED.
ABOUT CHECKMATE,

THEY'RE TREATING
YOU WELL? YOU TELL
ME IF THEY'RE NOT
TREATING YOU LIKE
| THE PRINCESS YOU AEE,

I'LL &0 UP THERE
. AND KICK THAT OLD
i LADY'S ASS.,

OH, NO,
DON'T DO THAT!
THE MATRON'S
VERY KIND!

' THEY TOLD N
§ ME...ABOUT POOR
TED. AND DMITEL

_"_.___.-—'—-_____'—'—-—.__1__‘_ =

" AND MAX. ~ ‘SO MANY
- WHAT HEDID.HE V' OF OUR FRIENDS ¥
WAS NEVER WHO WE ARE DEALC. BEA...AND

THOUGHT HE WAS, , I GUESS...I GUESS |

N WASHE? _ A\ "I'WAs, T0O0. _/




I LIKE YOUR
LUNIFORM. IT'S
PRETTY.

I WAS THINKING
WE COULD GET A
PLACE TOGETHER.
YOU AND ME, IT'LL
BE LIKE OLP
TIMES.

IT COULD
CHECKMATE BE FLN, YOU
AFTER... WHAT BUT KNOW? FIRE AND BUT...
IT'S OKAY, ICE, TOGETHER /| THE OLD
I'M GOING AG TIMES ARE
TO QT SONE.

I'M NOT WHO you
THOUGHT I WAS,
EITHER. I'VE DONE
AWFLL THINGS,
: TORA.

YOU PON'T
KNOW. YOU DON'T
KNOW ME.

I'VE KILLEP
FEOFLE. FOE MY
FATHEE. FOR
CHECKMATE.

WHS YOU THINK
I WAS.




YES YOU ARE.
YOU'RE MY FRIEND,
YOU'RE MY BEST
FRIEND.

I DPONT
KMOW WHAT
YOUVE POME,
BUT I KNOW
YOU'RE A &000

[/ GO0D THINGS.
V| HARD THINGS.
YOU'RE
A HERO.

@.

YOU'RE THERE.
SO THEKE
HAS TO BE
EOOM FORE

HEROFES.
AND
YOU'RE NOT

THE ONLY
ONE. YOU

You
NOT IF

A THEY NEED I

B\ HEROES.

1 MissED
YOU, TOO.

ISN'T A PLACE
FOR HEROES.

N

[ s

..l REALLY
MISSED YOLU.




LAKE SILVAPLANA,
SANKT MORITZ,
SWITZERLAND.

“4#

N ElGHTEEN
.

T.—-.,F.-u-.
h

- lb = _-'. A :.J.-_. -.
B

THEY CAN
| STAEE WHILE
\ YOU FEED THE

IDONT Y I HAVE WORK TO DO YOU AND PALLA
EVEN KNOW AT THE CASTLE. I STILL WOULD'VE GOTTEN
HOW I LET  HAVEN'T MADE FINAL ALONG WELL. YOURE
YOU TALK ME SELECTION ON A A LOT ALIKE IN MANY

N\ INTO THIS. ~ KNIGHT.

As |F I COULDR
TALK YOU INTO
DOING ANYTHING YOU i
PON'T WANT TO PO. & &










N ANYTHING |
2 SLSEHE | |
W isHES? ) |




SUVRETTA HOUSE
HOTEL, SANKT MORITZ,
SWITZERLAND.

WE SAID THE WHITE KING AND
THE BLACK QUEEN SHOULDPN'T BE

ROMANTICALLY INVOLVED. 4\\

¥ WE SAID THE N
/' APPEARANCE OF )
\ MPROPRIETY ALONE

e

WE GAVE

OUKSELVES A
WAY OUT, AND EACH
OF Us TOOK |T
FOR THE sAME
REASON...

BUT THAT'S
WREONG.

... WE'EE BOTH SERVING

PENANCE. WE'RE BOTH

CARRYING GLILT.

AND
NEITHER OF
Us BELIEVES
WE PESERVE

TO BE
HAPPY.

{ LOVE EACH |

OTHER...




:

L .. THAT'S KEALLY
ALL THAT MATTERS....

il




