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MUSEUM QUALITY HISTORICAL FIGURINE

(shown smaller than actual size)

Cast from white
metal and hand

painted by experts

in England.

FREE WITH
PURCHASE!
Shipping
(U.S. & Canada)
&

Color Catalog

ERWIN ROMMEL
1942

NAPOLEON

1810

90mm - 3 34" HAND PAINTED FIGURINES $189.95 ea.

MONTGOMERY

1942

110mm - 4 34"
HAND
PAINTED
FIGURINES

$219.95 ea.

(each mounted on
wooden display base,
not shown)

(each mounted on wooden display base not shown)

| CAPTAIN ROYAL
NAVY

KAISER
WILHELM

KING

CHARLES |
54mm - 2 1/8"HAND PAINTED FIGURINES $89.95 ea.

HENRY
PLANTAGENET

BENITO
MUSSOLINI

HERMAN
GORING

(each mounted on wooden display base, not shown)

ROMAN
LEGIONARY

HENRY
PERCY

U-BOAT
OFFICER

PIPER GORDON
HIGHLANDERS

LUFTWAFFE
OFFICER

54mm - 2 1/8” CLASSIC HAND PAINTED TOY STYLE SOLDIER SETS

SGT. 24th FOOT

ZULU WAR

GERMAN INFANTRY

8 figure set

$149.95

SKINNER'S HORSE
6 figure set $104.95

MARK CHURMS

Prince St. Station, Box 441, Dept. CMD, New York, NY 10012, USA TEL: (212) 925-1880
*S&H $10 Overseas *US Checks & Money Orders Payable to Mark Churms
Commissioned Work by Mark Churms Also Available: markchurms @aol.com & www.markchurmsmilitaryart.com

FRENCH GUARD HORSE ARTILLERY
6 figures and 1 cannon set $149.95

VISA




__EASTERN FRONT

As the German war machine turns east, it faces the most difficult foe yet; the
formidable Russian winter. The new Limited Edition Stickybacks let you convert

your unused extra common cards into new Eastern Front decks. Stack your decks
with Infantry, Artillery, Armor, Supply, Tactical Maneuvers, and much, much more.
You choose both force and strategy as you create Echelons of Fury Eastern Front.

- " ] u : Only 1,000 Stickyback Packs
Limited Edition Set: « B N will be printed, so act now!

S e o e e e

751 Shawnee Lane, San Jose, Ca. 95123 Pelagis@AOL.com
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Burma moves the popular OCS game system
to the CBI Theater’s Jungle. For the first time a
detailed look at this forgotten theater of
operations.

Here in the jungles of Burma, the Imperial
Japanese Army attempted to open the route into
India. That offensive stopped in the combined
Battles of Kohima and Imphal. Turning the tide
of Japanese advance were the raiding operations
of the Chindits, and the advance of the Chinese
from the Ledo Road (spearheaded by Merrill’s
Mauraders (code named: GALAHAD). The
Allied drive into Northern Burma from two sides
was bitterly contested by veteran Japanese troops.

Burma places the OCS system into a field it
has not been applied to before —Infantry actions
in dense terrain. These operations show a theater
wildly different from other theaters of WW2.
Here you see Mule supply trains, Elephants, air
supply operations, infiltration operations, limited
fire support, fighting in some of the worst terrain
on Earth. Burma is a chess match where skilled
players are rewarded with a fascinating challenge.
A good time involving attacks, defense, and
special operations will be had by both players.

Burma is the sixth game in the IMPROVE

Operational Combat éeries. Giving 3

the operational detail and quality play rewards i,
for which the OCS is legendary, Burma ROAD 0T 9

follows in the foot steps of other award winning
OCS titles such as DAK, Enemy at the
Gates, and Tunisia. As always, the game
features modern operational combat as a

Operational

process of maneuver against both the enemy ) :
and his logistical supports. Airpower and tactical C()nl.bat 4 Die-Cut COUTEI'SI-' 840
employment of forces are shown in more detail Ser]es 4 Full-Color 22'x34" Maps: Two

than ever before. Come see what all the il Game No. 6 ' 4 Scenarios: 9
excitement is about in this quick-to-play OCS @ : | Playing Time: 2-50 Hours

game. There are tons of what-if options
available to keep your game playing freshly.

I e D — 4 Players: 1 or more
game d‘?S|gr3er: | 4 Unit Scale: Battalions and Regiments
Dave Friedrichs 4 Turn Length: Half-Week
4 Hex Scale: 5 Miles
4 1-Map Scenarios: Yes

Suitability

Complexity

Don’t miss this limited edition game —only
2,000 are being printed.

series designer:
Dean N. Essig
s :

. Available Origins 99!!
Order Direct and ask about special pricing!
Send for a Free Catalog today.

Order early and SAVE
30%* or more!!

S
Even AFTER the game comes out! \\‘9
@_h P (ﬁ amers Don’t wait and pay full price... ) Cane
I Thoong P s
The Gamers, Inc. $45 '00 31 July 99 ¢ e ai

o is our house magazine.
. o© J

\\\Q It features in-depth looks at our
\® games, variants, game design theory,
Historical articles & the Games Rating Chart.

500 W. 4th Street » Homer, IL ° 61849
(217) 896-2145 voice (217) 896-2880 fax
e-mail: TGamers@earthlink.net
http://www.tgamers.com
Quality Wargames since 1988

$48.00 e 'i'hA;%:g 31 Aug 99

$59.00 —> Atter3t Aug 9
Shipping Overseas:
US and Canada: Air: $15 first game
$5 first game, $1 additional _Surface: $8 first game

S
Reduced Additional item
IL Residents please add 6.5% Tax. rates available.

*Best discounts available to OPS subscribers, call for details.

Subscriptions are $16 US/Canada
and $24 Overseas. [ssues come out quarterly.




Scale Pewter

All regular bags $5 US ($7 Cdn.)

24 foot, 12 mtd or 6 guns.

Infantry Corps starter bags $20 US ($28 Cdn.)

120 foot, assorted poses.

(Fulfilled by True North Productions)

Williams Bay, WI 53191 USA
(414) 245-1734 fax ¢ dperrin@mag?.com

Soldiers
PERBIN True 10mm
FINIATURES ) 1:160 Scale
THE GETTYSBURG RANGE  N:-Scale
American Civil War
INFANTRY 35 Softhat, blanket, Firing 124 Soft-hat, Pistol
1 Kepi, Backpack, Marching 36 Softhat, blanket, Cmd 125 Soft-hat, Cmd
2 Kepi, Backpack, Advancing 71 Zouaves, Fez, Marching 141 Dismtd, Kepi, Firing Carbine
3 Kepi, Backpack, Charging 76 Zouaves, Fez, Cmd 142 Dismtd, Kepi. Kneeling
4 Kepi, Backpack, Loading 82 Zouaves, Strawhat, Advancing 143 Dismtd, Kepi, Horseholder
5  Kepi, Backpack, Firing 86 Zouaves, Strawhat, Cmd 151 Dismtd, Softhat, Firing
6  Kepi, Backpack, Cmd ARTILLERY 152 Dismtd, Softhat, Kneeling
12 Kepi, Blanket, Advancing 201 Napoleon Gun 153 Dismtd, Softhat, Horseholder
13  Kepi, Blanket, Charging 202 Rifled Gun GENERALS
14 Kepi, Blanket, Loading 221 Gunners in Kepi 301 Mtd General & staff, kepi
15 Kepi, Blanket, Firing 222 Gunners in Softhat 302 Mitd General & staff , softhat
16  Kepi, Blanket, Cmd 241 2 Limbers each with 2 Horses ~ CASUALTIES
22 Iron Brigade, Advancing 242 6 Limber Horses 401 8 dead men (casualties)
23 Iron Brigade, Charging CAVALRY 402 8 dead horses
24  Iron Brigade, Loading 101 Kepi, Sabre at Ready 403 2 Wrecked guns and limbers
25 Iron Brigade, Firing 102 Kepi, Waving Sabre SPECIAL
26 Iron Brigade, Cmd 103 Kepi, Carbine 500 Breakthrough Markers
31  Softhat, blanket, Marching 104 Kepi, Pistol 700 Union Infantry Starter Corps
32 Softhat, blanket, Advancing 105 Kepi, Cmd 701 Rebel Infantry Starter Corps
33 Softhat, blanket, Charging 122 Soft-hat, Wav%ng Sabre SUTTASE For Moba: Rt ROATING
34 Softhat, blanket, Loading 123 Soft-hat, Carbine R MINIATURE W ARGAMING
What's in a Bag? Perrin Miniatures

PO Box 1106

“The Wallstreet of Collectibles

INTERNATIONAL AUCTION HOUSE, ING.

-

We put the Fun back in Coliecting.’

Also available on the internet, you can
bid on any of our 5 catalogs inthe next
6 auctions for only $20.00.

P.O. Box 12214 * Kansas City, Kansas 66112 » Phone 913-299-6692 (Fax 913-299-6792)

internet address: www.manions.com e-mail address: collecting@manions.com

We offer 9 auctions a year with
5 Auction Catalogs in each auction.

This 1855 pattern
i Cavalry “Hardee Hat”-

1st Regiment of
Dragoons. A rare
find, available in
our current
auction #197,
starting at $6,500.00.
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CHIPS &BITSINc. www.cdmag.com/chips.html

0B 234 DEPT 11166 ROCHESTER, VT 0576 or call 1-800-500-8273

INT’L 802-767-3033 FAX 802-767-3382 Source Code 11166

BOARD GAMES |
Time ReLease  PRIcE Tine ReLease  PRicE Tine ReLease  PRice Trie ReLease  PRiCE Tine ReLease  Pice
12 0'Clock High 11/97 $23.99  Crisis Sinai 1973 09/95 $32.99  Longest Day 01/95 $69.99  Texas Revolution 05/96 $18.99 Axis & Allies
1864 Year of Decision 10/98 $29.99  D-Day 12/94 $21.99  Longstreet's Assault 01/95 $24.99  They Met At Gettysburg03/97 $36.99  Accessories 04/99 $29.99 7 TS 5
1944 Second Front 1294 $28.99  Damn the Torpedoes  05/96 $2199  Mac Arthurs Retwrn  01/95 $34.99  Third Reich 12/94 $25.99  Axis & Allies 11/94 $45.99 tﬁrﬂf gLPL[gmiTesG%?eléz’:rggiggglDLzllEt‘ﬁc’ngﬁ’e‘g%‘mfer
A Winter War 02/95 $32.99  Damned Die Hard 07/99 $42.99  Main Battle Area 01/95 $24.99  Thunder at Cassino ~ 12/94 $22.99  Central Powers 10/96  $31.99 alliances & plen to gain control of Europe. Up to '7 can play.
Aachen 11/95 $23.99  Days of Decision 12/96 $35.99  Main Battle Tank 12/94 $32.99  Tito at War:WW2 Partisan02/99$15.99  Dateline WW2 01/98 $14.99 Includes map of turn of the century EUere.&ﬂZ ainted Iay;
Aces High 12/94 $22.99  Decision in France 09/96 $19.99  March to Victory 10/98 $79.99  Tunisia '43 05/99 $42.99  Max's Adv Rules 02/95 $10.99 ing pieces representing various armed forces B i
Across 5 Aprils 12/94 $25.99  Deluxe Diplomacy 12/94 $49.99  Med Front 09/95 $32.99  Turning Pt Stalingrad 12/94 $25.99  Max's Adv Rules 2 10/97  $9.99 Avalon Hill Strategy) i $4g gg
Advanced Civilization 12/94 $31.99  Desert Victory 01/95 $24.99  Midway 12/94 $24.99  Twilight War 10/98 $17.99  Mid East Combat 03/95 $16.99 | poroace- NOW  Board Game 2
Advanced Third Reich 12/94 $44.99  Die Hanse 11/96 $46.99  Mississippi Fortress  11/94 $31.99  Typhoon! 1941 11/95 $39.99  Plastic Minis 1 or 2 ea. 12/94  $25.99 i
Afrika Korps 12/94 $19.99  Eagles Turn East 04/95 $46.99  Mustangs 12/94 $21.99  Valmy to Waterloo 11/95 $31.99  WW2 '39-'45 12/94 $38.99
Air Bridge to Victory  02/95 $24.99  Eastern Front2nd Ed  12/94 $48.99  Napoleon Waterloo Cmp01/95 $36.99  Volga Front 10/95 $22.99  WW2 Expansion 1 12/94  $14.99
Air Land Battle 04/99 §$26.99  Emperor Returns 09/95 $28.99  Napoleon at Bay 02/99 $42.99  WWS2 Pacific Theatre 09/95 $32.99  WW2 Expansion 2 11/94  $20.99
Alamo 12/95 $16.99  Emperors First Battls 05/96 $32.99  Napoleon at Leipzig  03/96 $32.99  War & Peace 12/94 $29.99  WW2 Expansion 3 12/94 $37.99
All Quiet Western Front 04/99  $39.99  Emperors of Europe  05/96 $32.99  Napoleon's Baftles 12/94 $29.99  War Galley 05/99 $49.99
America in Flames 01/99 $49.99  Empire Builder 03/96 $28.99  Napoleons Leipzig Camp06/95 $24.99  War To End All Wars  08/98  §17.99 Battleground WW2
Antietam Campaign ~ 08/96 $25.99  Empire of Rising Sun  11/95 $44.99  Naval War 12/94  $9.99  War Without Mercy ~ 12/98 $45.99  Battleground WW2 ~ 03/99 §25.99
Anzio 01/95 $24.99  Empires at War 01/95 $32.99  Omaha Beachhead 12/94 §$14.99  War at Sea 12/94 $29.99  Islands of Glory 04/99  $26.99
Army of the Heartland 07/96 $49.99  Empires in Arms 12/94 $36.99  Operation Mercury 01/95 $27.99  War for the Union 11/94 $39.99  Normandy Nightmare 04/99 $13.99
Arnhem:3rd Bridge ~ 03/99 $28.99  EuroFront 11/96 $29.99  Operation Shoe String 01/95 $29.99  War of Resistance 02/99 $89.99  Panthers East 03/99 $12.99
Atlantic Storm 04/98 $24.99  Europe 1483 04/99 $16.99  Over There 03/99 $79.99  War of the Rebellion  04/98 $28.99  Red Devils in Night ~ 04/99 $13.99 | |} L "
Autumn of Glory 12/94 $24.99  Europe at War 2nd Ed. 09/96 $43.99  Over the Reich 12/94 $32.99  Warzone 05/99 $59.99  Tankers Challenge 04/99 $13.99 |E L A -
Avalanche: Invsn Itly  01/95 $29.99  Field Command 02/97 $29.99  Pacific War 12/94 $42.99  We the People 12/94 $34.99 ‘WE THE PEOPLE' You lead the fledgling forces of the
B-17 12/94 $21.99  Fire in the East 02/95 $56.99  Panzerblitz 12/94 $21.99  West Front 12/94  §44.99 Command at Sea Continental Army, playing your strategy cards to move
Balkan Front 02/95 $36.99 Firefight 04/99 $27.99  Patton's Best 12/94 $21.99  Wooden Ships Iron Men12/94 $21.99  Command at Sea Rules05/96 $16.99 | your troops or gain political control over the colonies,
Barbarossa Army Grp Ctr02/99 $54.99  First Arakan 05/97 $19.99  Piercing the Reich 09/95 $29.99  World War One 09/95 $12.99  Counters 09/95 $12.99 | while your opponent deploys the British forces.
Barbarossa Army Grp S04/97 $45.99  First to Fight 04/99 $56.99  Quebec 1759 09/95 $34.99 Players Handbook 09/95  $4.99 Avalon Hill (Strategy) $36 99
Bastogne or Bust 01/99 $32.99  Flat Top 12/94 $38.99  Quests of Round Table 02/99 $19.99 Advanced Squad Leader Referee Guide 09/95  $9.99 Release: NOW Board Game =
Battle Dresden 1813 11/95 $24.99  Flight Leader 12/94 $24.99  Raid on Richmond 05/95 $21.99  Advanced Squad Leaderi2/94 $42.99  Rising Sun 01/99 $13.99 kel :
Battle Over Britain ~ 01/95 $29.99  For Whom Bell Tolls  07/95 $56.99  Raid on St Nazaire  12/34 $26.99  Battle of Bulge 03/98 $9.99 ShipDataAnnex  08/96 $1499 | [0 ] WOODEN SHIPS-IRON MEN
Battle for Ardennes  02/97 $36.99  France 1944 12/94 $12.99  Rebels & Redcoats 1or 205/95 $28.99  Beyond Valor 02/95 $36.99 VoliRisingSun 0296 $44.99 | Sail the seas with Lord Nelson &
Battle for Germany  08/96 $12.99  Gettysburg 3 Days July 05/96 $39.99  Red Steel 06/7 $34.99  Cassino Op. Diadem  05/99 $22.99 Vol 2 Supermarinai 01/96 $44.99 ohn Paul Jones in this ship vs.
Battle for N Africa  03/97 $34.99  Give Me Liberty 04/95 $24.99  Republicof Rome  12/94 $36.99  Code of Bushido 12/94  $38.99 ship game covering actions from
Batle of Alma 05/96 $27.99 GreatWaratSeal 09/96 $42.09 Richtofen'sWar  12/94 $21.99  Croix de Guerre 12/04 $34.99 Harpoon 177610 1815. Includes 27 historic
Battle of the Bulge  03/95 $22.99  GreatWaratSea2  04/99 $56.99  Rise of Luftwaffe 01/95 $24.99 Doomed Battalion ~ 10/98 $38.99  Counter Set 09/97 $10.99 cenarios, or design your own
Battles Anc. World 2 05/96 $29.99  GreatWaratSea3  03/99 §$3299  Risk 03/96 $3499  Eastern Front 04/99 $9.99  Data Annex 01/97 §18.99 ypothetical or historical battles.
Battles Forgotien War 04/97 $4199  GreatWaratSea4  05/99 $32.99  Risk 2042 Expansion 10/98 $28.99  Genesis 48 04/99 $42.99  Harpoon Box Set 11/96  $45.99 | Any number of players can rule
Battles of Alexander  11/94 $33.99  Guadalcanal 12/94 $28.99  Roads to Gettysburg 12/34 $27.99  Gung Ho 12/94 $46.99  Harpoon Rulebook  11/96 $15.99 1 the waves in real vessels ranging
Battles of Waterloo ~ 11/94 $38.99  Guerre de 'Empereur 11/98 $46.99  Rommel's Battles ~ 11/96 $19.99  Hedgerow Hell 12/94 $24.99  Scenarios 11/96  $12.99 rom sloops to  gunboats.
Blocks of War 06/98 $32.99  Hallowed Ground 02/95 $42.99  Royal Tank Corps 04/99 $44.99  Hollow Legions 12/94 $24.99  Sea of Dragns Counters04/99  $8.99
Blood Berets 02/95 $29.99  Hannibal 03/96 $34.99  Russia At War 10/96 $29.99  Kampfgruppe Peiper 1 12/94 $32.99  SeaofDragnsData  04/99 $14.99 Napoleon
Blood onthe Snow 0297 $19.99  History ofthe World 12/94 $29.99  Russian Campaign  12/94 $21.99  Kampfgruppe Peiper 2 12/94 $32.99  Sea of Dragns Scenario04/99 §18.99 Release: NOW
Bloodst Day Antietam 09/95 $29.99  Hitler's War 12/94 $16.99  Sam Grant 02/97 $39.99  Last Hurrah 12/94 $19.99  Sea of Dragons 03/98 $39.99 Board Game
Blue & Gray 10/95 $28.99  Home Before Leaves Fall05/99 $39.99  Samurai Swords 04/97 $46.99  Late War 44-45 03/98  $10.99
Bobby Lee Amer CW  12/94 $39.99  Invasion Norway 08/96 $36.99  Saratoga 03/99 $24.99  LeatherNeck 2. 02/99  $9.99 Victory
Bodyguard Overlord ~ 05/97 $29.99  Invasion: Sicily 05/98 $24.99  Schlieffen Plan 01/99 $26.99  LeatherNeck 3 05/99 §9.99  Alpine Mapset 05/99  $8.99
Borodino 41 09/95 $26.99  Jena 10/96 $36.99  Second Front 02/98 $99.99  Paratrooper 02/95 $21.99  Blockset Asstd Color  05/99  $9.99
Breakout:Normandy ~ 12/94 $24.99  Joan of Arc 08/98 $49.99  Settlers of Catan 11/96 $32.99  Partisan 12/94 $19.99  Desert Mapset 05/99  $8.99
Britain Stands Alone  01/95 $32.99  June 6th 06/99 $39.99  Seven Days Battle 03/98 $26.99  Partisan Warfare 04/99 $9.99  Elite Block Asstd Color 05/99  §9.99
Caesar CW Dictator ~ 01/98 $15.99  Knights of the Air 12/94 $22.99  Siege of Jerusalem  12/94 $28.99  Pegasus Bridge 03/97 $29.99  Island Mapset 05/99  $8.99
Campaign to Stalingrd 01/95 $29.99  Korean War 12/94 $21.99  Sink the Bismarck 12/94 $26.99  Platoon Leader 2.5 03/99  $9.99  Logistics Set 05/99  $8.99
Campaigns Civil War  02/95 $24.99  Krieg! 08/96 $36.99  Six Days of Glory 04/99 $29.99  Pointe du Hoc 01/99 $29.99  Ocean Mapset 05/99  §8.99
Carrier 12/94 $32.99  LaBatade M St Jean 03/95 $32.99  Squad Leader 12/94 §25.99  Red Barricades 12/94 $26.99  Steppe Mapset 05/99  $8.99
Central America 01/95 $26.99  Last Blitzkrieg 03/95 $21.99  Stonewall in Valley 05/95 $29.99  Ruweisat Ridge 11/98 $21.99  Victory 05/99 $34.99 3 _—
Ch;ncellorsvil\e 12/94 $32.99  Lee Takes Command 03/95 $26.99  Storm Over Scandinavia03/99 $59.99  Scotland the Brave 10r202/99 $22.99 ‘AXIS & ALLIES' As one of the world powers battling
Civil War ) 12/94 $21.99  Legend Begins Afrika 4101/95 $24.99  Storm Ovr Amhem Foli 12/94 $12.99  Shanley's Hill 05/98 $24.99 World in Flames for supremacy in 1942, you spearhead your country’s
Colonial D|p|lamaoy 01/95 $46.99  Leningrad 03/96 $13.99  Summer Storm 01/99 $59.99  Solo Rules 09/95 $34.99  Africa Aflame 01/96 $16.99 military drive. Decide where, when, and how to strike.
Colorado Raﬂs» 02/97 $16.99  Lionheart 10/97 $35.99  Sun Never Sets 02/97 $34.99  Stonne 1940 01/99 $25.99  Asia Aflame 01/98 $16.99 | will it be by submarine, infantry or air? If you're a bril-
Command Decision ~ 01/99 $34.99  Lodz 1914 04/99 $44.99  Tac Air 12/94 $24.99  Yanks 12/94 $32.99  World in Flames DIx ~ 11/96  $99.99 liant military strategist, a prudent economist and an

COMPUTER GAMES aHStutt]e pogt(i;cian, you'll lead your nation to victory.

Tme Reterse  Phice Tre Retease  PRICE Tme Retease  Price Tine ReLEASE  PRICE T Retense  PRICE M?lsto;lOBradley (BG) PC CD $27.99
101st Airbrne Nrmndy 10/98  $19.99  Civilztn Call Pwr Miss 11/99 $29.99  Heroes of M&M 3 03/99 $39.99  Orcs:Revenge of Ancient09/99 $48.99  Starcraft 04/98 $34.99 | \ar
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True Adventure. . .

Safari 1943

In the spring of 1943 the comman-
ders of the US 5th Air Force were agi-
tated about the increasing number of
B-24 bombers disappearing during
missions over the jungles of New Guin-
ea. It was always the same: contact
would be lost abruptly, with no dis-
tress calls indicating the planes were
under attack. It seemed the Japanese
weren’t responsible. The air force com-
mand therefore ordered Brig. Gen. En-
nis C. Whitehead, the 5th’s advanced
echelon commander, and Lt. Col. Roger
Beam, head of the 374th Troop Carrier
Group, to ferret out the cause of the
problem and end it.

Maj. Ed Imparato was chosen to
lead the actual expedition, accompa-
nied by Capt. John McGovern, Lt. Bill
Brady, Lt. Paul Reed and 150 New
Guinean porters. Whitehead gave
them meticulous directions toward
the location of the latest bomber dis-
appearance. It was deep in head-
hunter territory.

A 50-year-old Australian civilian
named Gil Timms volunteered to go
along as interpreter. He was also able
to serve as guide until the party
reached the unexplored interior. So
they stuffed a C-47 cargo plane full of
supplies on the evening of 8 May
1943, taking off for the Allied outpost
of Bena Bena the next morning.

After getting through patrolling
Japanese fighters and towering storm
fronts, the explorers landed at mid-
morning and unloaded their baggage.
They were soon approached by Aus-
tralian army Sgt. Jack Elston, who of-
fered to come along as a second in-
terpreter/guide. It was a life-saving of-
fer. Flston was more fluent in the na-
tive language and more knowledge-
able about the region than any white
man on earth; his value to the mission
would be inestimable. He oversaw the
hiring of the porters and native auxil-
iary policemen, and stocked the safari
with additional food and trade goods
to be used as barter in the interior.

The next morning, led by Elston
and his head policeman, the group set
out in a mile long line flanked by ad-
ditional guards to watch for wild ani-
mals, unfriendly natives, stray Japan-
ese patrols, and any porters who
might decide to dart off into the bush
with the supplies they carried. Start-
ing at 7,000 feet above sea level, the
ascending walk was a strength-sap-
ping ordeal for the unacclimated
Americans.

The value of salt as a medium of
exchange became evident when a car-
rier tripped, dropping a sack of it. It
split open, and the Americans looked
on in astonishment as some of the ac-
companying women and children
grabbed handfuls of the stuff, gulping
it down like candy. Considered a del-
icacy on the island because of its
scarcity, salt was both caviar and gold
dust to the natives.

Soon after the salt-spill incident,
the party was joined by Lee Mills, an-
other Australian working as a survey-
or for the US armed forces. With the
expedition moving into virgin territo-
ry, he was anxious to snatch the op-
portunity to map an uncharted region.

By nightfall they reached the fron-
tier village of Korefego. Following
spirited trading with the locals, the
visitors were treated to singing and
dancing, fed a sumptuous meal of
sweet potatoes, beans, sugarcane and
sweet corn, then given huts for the
night. The whites drenched the in-
sides of their already flea-infested
sleeping bags with insecticide and
turned in. The next day they would
move into unknown territory.

On 11 May the wilting explorers en-
tered the menacing interior and —
though tormented by extreme tem-
peratures, insects and huge leeches —
reached the swift-flowing Dunatina
River just before noon. The only way
to cross was by wading, and Elston re-
alized the already weakened Ameri-
cans couldn’t stand up to its power-

ful current on their own. After send-
ing most of the porters ahead with
their bundles, he and Imparato had
the strongest carriers tote the other
whites across piggyback. When all had
made it to the far bank, Elston an-
nounced: “From now on every man
will carry his own gun. Be sure it’s
loaded. Keep your native boys beside
you at all times to carry extra ammu-
nition. You've probably guessed it al-
ready, but we'’re in uncontrolled terri-
tory now — land of the headhunters.”

At 4:00 p.m. they reached a village
one of the porters said was called
Tunofi. Imparato and Elston saw to
the setting up of a defensive perime-
ter before letting everyone take a
rest. Since native women didn’t ac-
company their men into battle, the
newcomers became uneasy when an
all-male group approached, ostensibly
to trade. For the moment, though,
everything stayed peaceful. After
about 30 minutes the aboriginals —
who’d been careful to show they were
unarmed — concluded their bartering
and returned to their huts. That
prompted Imparato and Elston to de-
cide it was safe to spend the night.

Taking along a couple armed
guards, the Americans went to wash
in a nearby stream. After a few min-
utes of splashing in the cold water,
Imparato happened to glance at the
far bank and saw three bow-and-ar-
row armed warriors drawing beads on
them. Yelling to his companions to
dive under the water, they all re-
mained submerged as long as they
could before surfacing to see their
sentries pushing the bowmen toward
the bivouac. The Americans ran back
to the camp, where the bodyguards
had also arrived with the assailants.
The fiery Elston administered a Hit-
lerian tongue-lashing to the village
headman, threatening to kill all his
warriors if another murder attempt
occurred. The cowed natives hastily
promised to behave, and by nightfall
calm had been restored.

Toward noon on the 12th, Elston,
at the head of the file, noticed move-
ment all around the safari. Sending a
porter to the rear to fetch Imparato,
he decided to test a stratagem he’d
been told about by other explorers
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who’d probed the area. He sent two
policeman into the bush to get a pris-
oner. The hope was the hostiles would
break off an attack if their foes held
even one of their number hostage.
Wwith barb-headed arrows beginning to
hiss overhead, the tactic seemed the
expedition’s only hope.

Just as the warriors began to close
in, the policemen came bustling back
into the hastily set up defense perime-
ter dragging a terrified captive. Elston
strode up to the prisoner, ordering
him to shout at his comrades to de-
sist. When he refused to comply, the
Australian lost his temper and began
pounding him over the head with his
/45 automatic. He repeatedly brought
the steel pistol down on the hapless
cannibal’s skull, while the policemen
remorselessly gripped his arms to
prevent him from collapsing. Abrupt-
ly, though, the man had enough and
began crying out at the top of his
lungs.

Soon feather- and bone-festooned
warriors began walking into the posi-
tion to surrender. Elston bellowed for
them to return to their homes, saying
if they made further trouble he would
finish killing the hostage. Returning
to the village where he threatened
that the Australian government would
come and cut off their chiefs’ heads if
there were any more assaults on the
column, Elston freed the prisoner and
they pushed off again into the unfa-
miliar jungle.

At 9:00 am. on the morning of 13
May they topped a mountain crest to
find themselves looking down on the
splintered wreckage of a crashed B-
24. The Americans began picking
through the rubble, looking for the
crew’s remains and for clues to the
cause of the crash. Since the plane
had gone down with a full bomb load,
the resultant explosions left little in-
tact evidence. But when Brady and a
few porters located the almost com-
plete tail a half mile from the main
site, the mystery began to dissipate.

Imparato noted the steel bolts that
had held the rudders in place had
snapped in two. It appeared wear and
strain had caused cracks to form in
them. When those fractures joined
with each other, the bolts broke and
the rudders tore loose from their fit-
tings, blowing away in the aircraft’s
slip stream. The resultant loss of lat-
eral control jammed the elevators,
sending the plane into a sudden, tail-
less spin. The hurtling descent was of
such velocity that air resistance
ripped the already weakened tail sec-
tion completely free of the fuselage,
and it fluttered to a separate, gentler
landing. Vibration of the habitually
overloaded bombers’ tails over the
course of repeated missions was caus-
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ing the crashes. There was no early
warning, and no time for the crashing
planes to even radio in a distress call.
What was needed, then, was greater
attention to the bolts back on the
ground before the trouble began. The
expedition’s findings would save
many bombers and their crews in the
future, but first there was the prob-
lem of getting out alive with the vital
information.

As Imparato was concluding his in-
vestigation, he heard Elston calling to
him from a nearby promontory. The
Americans scrambled up the slope to
where the Australians were scrutiniz-
ing an adjacent hillside. It was alive
with headhunters. They rushed back
to the crash site, buried the dead
crewmen'’s fragmentary remains, fired
a military salute, then ran back up the
rise.

They arrived in the middle of a
squabble between Elston and Timms.
Elston believed if the warriors lost a
few men to the defenders’ fire they
would withdraw. Timms pointed out
the size of the approaching force in-
dicated several villages had combined
their manpower, and they would do
that only if they’d decided on an all-
out assault without regard to casual-
ties. He proposed taking a hostage to
repeat the ploy that had saved them
in the previous confrontation. Elston
saw that as suicidal; but then Timms
decided he’d wasted enough time
talking, took two policemen and van-
ished into the bush. Moments later
the terrified porters bolted, leaving
the whites and six policemen to fend
for themselves.

The men fell prone in a circle, try-
ing to cover all avenues of attack. An
instant later the air was cut by a cas-
cade of arrows launched simultane-

ously from hundreds of bows. The de-
fenders opened fire, and at the same
time Brady screamed in agony. One of
the hook-headed arrows had come
down from a steep angle to strike him
in the back, passing almost complete-
ly through his body. The bristled
point jutted from his groin.

There was no time to tend him as
the little knot of men fought to halt
the torrent of howling attackers. Sec-
onds after shooting down one on-
rushing cannibal, Imparato glanced to
one side to see Timms and his men
reappear, dragging a hostage. Drop-
ping his red hot submachinegun, El-
ston tore his sidearm from its holster
and slammed it into the captive’s face
with insensate violence, all the while
bellowing: “Sing out you heathen! Sing
out!”

When Imparato tried to pull the
frenzied Australian off the limp cap-
tive, Elston rounded on him, hissing:
“Leave me alone, Ed, or I'll kill you!”

Seconds later the now-toothless na-
tive let out a tenor screech that
sounded like a death chant. But the
other tribesmen immediately began
dropping their weapons and surren-
dering. Elston’s last-resort brutality
had again saved the party from anni-
hilation.

Waving his bloodied .45 in the
man’s face, Elston dictated a cease-
fire to the headhunter chief while the
other whites fashioned a stretcher for
Brady. Elston then selected two pow-
erfully built tribesmen as hostages to
accompany the group back to the
coast carrying Brady. After wrapping
their agonized comrade in a blanket,
the Americans placed him on the lit-




ter, made the prisoners pick it up, and
the shrunken expedition set out
homeward.

Word of the whites’ firepower and
cruelty spread swiftly across the jun-
gle; they went unmolested on the re-
turn trip. On the afternoon of 16 May
they arrived back at Bena Bena, where
they delivered Brady to the dispen-
sary. The next morning a C-47 came
to ferry them back to Port Moresby.
With Imparato at the controls, they
made it to headquarters by lunchtime.

After loading Brady on an ambu-
lance, the other Americans reported
to Gen. Whitehead to deliver their in-
formation. The general hadn’t expect-
ed his men to encounter such diffi-
culties, and he promised they would
all (Australians included) receive the
Legion of Merit. When Imparato got
back to his tent he found a message
from the hospital awaiting him: Brady
had died in surgery.

The next day Imparato and Col.
Beam went walking across the base
landing strip after seeing off the
transport plane bearing Brady’s cas-
ket. Beam told Imparato that during
his absence he’d been promoted to
lieutenant colonel, but then the dis-
cussion was interrupted by air raid

sirens. Imparato dove into a nearby
foxhole, but Beam remained standing
in the open, shouting: “No damn Jap
is going to chase me into a hole like a
rat!”

For half an hour several Zero fight-
ers raked the area. When they finally
departed, Imparato cautiously raised
his head just enough to peek out of
his hole. He was sickened by the sight
of Beam’s mangled body only inches
away. Lifting the corpse in his arms,
Imparato, suddenly the base’s new
commander, carried it to the hospital
tent and laid it on a cot.

— Kelly Bell

SOURCES

Imparato, Col. Edward T (ret.). Into
Darkness: A Pilot’s Journey Through
Headhunter Territory. Howell Press,
Inc., 1995.

Mayo, Lida. Bloody Buna. Doubleday &
Co., 1974.

Reading, Geoffrey. Papuan Story. An-
gus & Robertson, 1946.

Robinson, Pat. The Fight for New
Guinea. Random House, 1943.

Yoshihara, Lt. Gen. Tsutomu. Southern
Cross: An Account of the Eastern
New Guinea Campaign. Tokyo
Press, 1955.

Technology Backdate. . .

The American Locomotive

When the inland expansion of
America reached the coastal rivers’
“fall lines,” the head of navigation, a
transportation problem arose. For all
previous time, bulk shipment, as the
term suggests, had necessarily moved
by water because of the appalling
state of the road net. Blocked by
snowdrifts in winter, and turned into
hog wallows of mud in spring and fall,
the roads could not be depended on
to bring the produce of the interior to
the coast for export, or to keep so-
cially and politically unified the in-
creasingly disparate states.

The Erie Canal represented one so-
lution, turning New York into a rich
city, but the rest of the eastern sea-
board was blockaded by the Appal-
achians. For a time it seemed the At-
lantic coastal cities would wither as
the trade from beyond the mountains
floated down the Ohio and Mississip-
pi Rivers to New Orleans. So to tap the
interior, the business leaders of the
northeast seized upon a new British
invention: the railroad locomotive.
There, since 1825 railroads had been
carrying goods and people in bulk,
and at better speed than oxcarts, but

there remained a problem for the
Americans.

A locomotive, essentially a steam
boiler and cylinder system mounted
atop a flatbed wagon, had to have

large wheels to smooth out the irreg-
ularities of the track and avoid jolting
itself to pieces. All the early models
imported to America were locally
built in England. The Stourbridge
Lion, Tom Thumb, John Bull, Old Iron-
sides, etc., were all of that type. Un-
fortunately, the large wheels that were
needed to roll smoothly over the rail
joints would also roll just as easily
right off the tracks if they were too ir-
regular or curved too sharply. To mit-
igate that unfortunate tendency, Eng-
lish railroads were built, at great ex-
pense, like 19th century equivalents
of Roman roads, on cut stone blocks
with meticulously formed embank-
ments, gentle grades and broad,
sweeping curves.

None of that was practical in Amer-
ica. Here the railroads had to be ex-
tended vast distances over mountains
and through unpopulated areas be-
fore they would reach the markets
that would produce the revenue need-
ed to build them in the first place. As
a result, early American railroads
were constructed with slapped wood-
en ties and strap-iron rails set down
over bare ground. They were cork-
screwed around obstacles and sent
charging straight up hills in order to
reach the greatest distance in the
shortest time at the least construction
cost. Therefore those standard British
locomotives, the only kind the world
had yet seen, were markedly unsuit-
able for American tracks. They often
had to slow to less than the speed of
oxcarts or suffer continual derail-
ments.

Then in 1831, John B. Jervis, of the
Mohawk & Hudson Railroad, pro-
duced a design that replaced the first
pair of big wheels on an engine with a
“pilot truck,” a framework with two

oo

William Waud drawing of the military railroad Gen. Grant had built to aid in

the siege of Petersburg.
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axles and four small wheels. It was an
arrangement much less prone to track
jumping because it was able to swivel
beneath the locomotive body, to
which it was connected only by a ver-
tical pin. When the truck encountered
a curve, it swivelled into it with ease,
smoothly leading the locomotive
around it. Jervis’ engine, dubbed the
“Experiment,” was able to break the 60
mile per hour mark. From then on,
every American locomotive was given
a leading “pilot truck.” Adding anoth-
er pair of rear-mounted drive wheels
to the engine, to replace the pair lost
to the pilot truck, restored full power.
The “American Standard” locomotive
was created, which dominated all
North American railroads for 40 years.

They pulled both freight and pas-
senger trains and could go anywhere,
even over cheap and quickly laid
track. They provided for the first “rail-
road war,” the War Between the States,
in which the generals found them-
selves playing on a much larger chess-
board with unfamiliar pieces. Rail-
roads could move thousands of

troops, along with horses and cannon
and all their supplies, into battle from
hundreds of miles away. Railway lines
suddenly became strategically critical,
with their bridges and junctions al-
ways serving as at least tactical tar-
gets. The best commanders caught on
fast and began thinking in the new
terms.

The engines themselves became so
valuable that when Stonewall Jackson
captured some at Harper’s Ferry in
1861, he had a dozen of them hauled
south to the Confederacy over coun-
try roads. And it was the Union cap-
ture of Lee’s supply trains at Appo-
mattox Station that proved the last
straw for him, finally motivating him
to decide on surrender.

— Richard W. Taylor
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Movers & Shakers. . .

Innocent III: Crusading Pope

By most accounts the achievements
of the Third Crusade were modest.
The Holy Roman Emperor Frederick
Barbarossa drowned crossing a river
in Asia Minor on his way to the Holy
Land in June 1190. That left King
Richard I of England and King Philip
Augustus of France to continue to the
Levant by sail. Then the successful
siege of Acre led to quarreling be-
tween those two leaders. Philip sailed
home in July 1191, while Leopold,
duke of Austria and the new German
commander, sulked, leaving Richard
the sole effective leader. But he, un-
able to secure a decisive military vic-
tory over Saladin, also left for home in
October 1192, leaving Jerusalem in the
hands of the infidel.

But that failure to win back Jeru-
salem was not the swan song of the
crusading era. At the end of the cen-
tury there emerged another formida-
ble opponent of the perceived enemies
of Christendom, a champion not arm-
ed with sword and shield, but with
tiara and canon law. On 22 February
1198, Lothario dei Conti ascended to
the throne of St. Peter, taking the
name Innocent III. During his 19 year
pontificate he initiated one of the
most active and — by today’s stan-
dards — disturbing chapters in the
history of the crusades.

Declaring himself “less than God,
but greater than man,” in his conse-
cration speech, Innocent took the title
“Vicar of Christ” and immediately be-
gan to labor to firmly establish the
transcendental authority of the See of
Peter. Prudent and clear-headed, he
was a trained canon lawyer who liked
to provide a legal basis for all his
claims. Also a wily politician, Innocent
was able to use his position as the
head of Christendom to extend the au-
thority of the Catholic Church into
secular affairs. Probably the strongest
pope in the history of the church, he
launched crusades in every direction.
Under his urging, in fact, the crusad-
ing movement reached its apogee.

His ideas and temperament also
drove him to take a greater interest in
the management of crusades than his
predecessors, who’d been content to
leave the actual conduct of operations
to the laity once a crusade had been
called to arms. But the example of the
Third Crusade reinforced Innocent’s
belief in campaigns administered from
Rome.

In August 1198, Innocent addres-
sed an encyclical titled Post miserabile
to the archbishops of western Europe,
calling for another crusade. In his
mind the vow to participate in a cru-
sade was a moral imperative, backed

by the threat of everlasting damnation
for those who shirked their duty. But
his power to mobilize also came from
his use of indulgences: promises he
made on God’s behalf to remit the
consequences of sin for all crusaders.
Setting up such a quid pro quo rela-
tionship between soldiers and God
naturally worked to attract unsavory
elements to take the oath. More, Inno-
cent used his indulgences to aim men
and materiel into regions and conflicts
he felt required his direct intervention.
By that means he hoped to be able to
turn on and off crusading fervor at his
own discretion.

Armed with the papal grants of in-
dulgence, knights, men-at-arms, pil-
grims and criminals — the latter often
released from prison just to swell the
ranks of some newly organizing army
— embraced the chance to fight for
the cross. But under the pontificate of
Innocent III, the definition of an ene-
my of Christianity came to fit whoev-
er he wanted it to: Moslem, pagan or
heretic.

Three months after issuing Post
miserabile, Innocent’s call to arms was
answered by Count Tibald of Cham-
pagne. The pope was pleased at the
prospect of a new crusade led by
Tibald and his fellow knights: all less-
er nobles who could be more easily
controlled by an able papal represen-
tative. He hoped a crusade of barons
— rather than one of princes — would
be able to avoid the national rivalries
that had hurt the Second and Third
Crusades. Thus was born the Fourth
Crusade.

The destination of the new effort
was to be Egypt, then the center of Is-
lamic power in the Near East. But a
campaign there would require a mas-
sive amphibious enterprise, and only
in Venice could the crusaders find a
maritime power capable of providing
them the fleet they needed to do the
job. They therefore contracted with
the doge of Venice for 86,000 marks,
the amount required to transport
4,000 knights, 9,000 squires and
20,000 men-at-arms across the Medit-
erranean to North Africa.

As Innocent acquainted himself
with the precise terms of the contract,
however, the possibility of foul play
became apparent to him. The Vene-
tians were known to be opportunists
who would make use of any means to
achieve their own agenda. His suspi-
cions were proven true on 24 Novem-
ber 1202, when Zara — a city on the
Adriatic coast lost by Venice to the
Hungarians in 1186 — was captured
by the crusading army. Upon being
told the news, Innocent became horri-
fied and infuriated. He immediately
excommunicated all who'd participat-
ed, Venetian and crusader alike.
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But the conquest of Zara wasn’t the
last detour for the Fourth Crusade.
The Byzantine Empire was then in the
midst of a dynastic crisis, and the de-
posed emperor’s son, Alexius IV, fled
west to make a startling proposition
to the crusaders: restore him to the
throne in Constantinople and he
would pay them 200,000 marks, re-
unite the Orthodox Church with Rome,
and contribute a large contingent for
later operations in the Holy Land. The
Venetians and crusaders eagerly
agreed to assist him.

With the advance of the crusader
army and fleet, the pretender to the
Byzantine throne fled, leaving Alexius
and his father as co-emperors. But the
agreement that had brought their
restoration didn’t sit well with the Or-
thodox clergy and population of Con-
stantinople. In January 1204, Alexius
and his father were again deposed,
and this time also murdered. The cru-
saders, seeing themselves as threat-
ened and increasingly isolated, decid-
ed to secure the city for themselves.
After a short fight they took the capi-
tal, pillaging it for three days. Count
Baldwin of Flanders was crowned the
first “Latin” emperor of Constantino-
ple.

Innocent’s first reaction to the new
development was to write an enthusi-
astic letter to the new ruler, com-
mending him and the crusaders for
what they’d done. But when the details
of the sack reached Rome, he again
wrote to the crusaders, this time con-
demning them for the severity of their
actions against fellow Christians.

Indeed, the westerners’ conquest of
Constantinople failed to reunite the
two branches of Christendom. The
forced union of the two faiths re-
mained a dead issue as far as the em-
pire’s Greek and Slav populations were
concerned. With the seat of their
church under foreign occupation, Or-
thodox Christians looked to the Greek
patriarch of Nicaea, not to Innocent in
Rome, as the legitimate leader of their
faith. The Fourth Crusade thus crys-
tallized the hatred of the Orthodox to-
ward the Latin church, creating a for-
midable barrier between the two that
endured for centuries.

Nor was Innocent’s interest in cru-
sading limited only to the Near East.
While the Fourth Crusade was sdll in
preparation, he also preached other ef-
forts to extend his authority through-
out Europe. The first was the Livonian
Crusade in the Baltic region. Though
he actually inherited it from his pre-
decessor Pope Celestine III, Innocent
intensified the effort by issuing a new
series of papal letters on the subject.
The result was the establishment of
what became an almost perpetual cru-
sade against paganism across that re-
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gion. By 1230 Livonia had been con-
quered in series of brutal campaigns
against peoples superior in numbers
but inferior in the techniques of war.

Unquestionably, within western Fu-
rope itself his greatest crusade was
waged against the Cathari heretics of
southern France. As the 13th century
began, the Cathari (or Albigensian)
heresy was spreading so swiftly it
seemed to pose a threat to the Church
all across the region. When his legate
to the area, Peter of Castelnau, was
murdered by the Albigensians, Inno-
cent called for a crusade against them
that turned into one of the most sav-
age of all medieval wars.

Specifically, in March 1208, Inno-
cent summoned the faithful among
the knights and barons of France to
crusade against Raymond IV, count of
Toulouse. For the effort Innocent mar-
shalled the men he’d until then ear-
marked for a projected Fifth Crusade
to Egypt. He also gave the monastic or-
der of Cistercians the authority to
preach crusade across Burgundy, nor-
thern France and England. Those
monks in turn promised all volunteers
full indulgences and the chance to
gain the lands of the heretics.

Though Count Raymond, the main
Cathar patron, quickly recanted in the
face of the advancing crusaders, those
land-hungry men pressed on, secure
in their indulgences, committing mas-
sacre and mass destruction. The
towns of Beziers and Carassonne fell
to them with great loss of life, with
variants of the slogan: “Kill them all:
God will know His own,” echoing
down the centuries as its legacy. The
crusading nobles, Simon de Montfort
foremost among them, saw the op-
portunity presented by the chaos of
the expanding war. His use of the pa-
pal banner to further his own territor-
ial ambitions upset Innocent, but the
churchman found his legates were in-
creasingly powerless to stop the kil-
ling. The crusaders won a crushing vic-
tory over the remaining Cathar nobles
at the Battle of Muret, and by 1213 the
campaign was over, though it contin-
ued in its non-military aspects until
1229.

Historical Perspective. . .

One of the few real success stories
of Innocent’s many calls to arms was
his preaching of a crusade against the
Moors in Spain. In 1211 the Almohad
Vizier An-Nasir crossed the Straits of
Gibraltar with an army to invade Cas-
tile. Innocent’s efforts then set in mo-
tion a multi-national Christian coun-
terattack in which the kings of Castile,
Aragon and Portugal participated. That
crusade bore fruit in July 1212, when
the Africans were routed at the Battle
of Navas de Tolosa. That victory in
turn began a new phase of the Christ-
ian reconquest of all Iberia, which
eventually resulted in the final victory
of Ferdinand and Isabella in 1492.

Throughout all these diverse efforts
of his pontificate, Innocent never
game up his chief ambition to free the
Holy Land from the infidel. For in-
stance, in April 1214 he temporarily
suspended indulgences across all of
Europe in order to try to refocus the
military energies of his flock on the
Near East. But he died with his great
goal still unfulfilled, just after calling
for yet another crusade, on 16 July
1216.

Innocent was the first pope to cre-
ate church taxes specifically for cru-
sades, the first to fully exploit indul-
gences, and the first to set out an ar-
ticulated system for preaching cru-
sades. Thus he embodied all that a me-
dieval papal monarch could be.
Though a genuinely pious and devout
Christian, he also understood like
none before him the realpolitik of his
times. He never hesitated to use the
exalted authority of his holy office to
try to increase both its temporal and
spiritual powers.

— Brian Todd Carey
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The Trireme

The earliest warships were actually
just transports that carried soldiers to
the site of battle, where they disem-
barked and fought on land. If rowing
was required, those same soldiers did
it, probably clumsily. The average ship

of Homeric times carried about 30
men, and the largest only about 50 or
so. Then, when maritime powers like
the Greeks, Phoenicians and Etruscans
began clashing at sea, they began
fighting in ships. (The Egyptians and
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“Sea Peoples” had done the same as
early as 1190 BC, but others don’t
seem to have picked up on it at the
time.) A differentiation between sol-
diers and rowers began.

About 700 BC a new naval develop-
ment took place. Both Phoenicians and
Greeks added a second bank of row-
ers, inside the hold, rowing through
ports cut in the hull. If they had rams
before — and some pictures found on
pottery of those times suggest they
did — they were now clad in bronze
and much more effective, since twice
as many men rowing in the same
length ship made for a more powerful
and maneuverable vessel.

By about 650 BC, then, the ultimate
rowed warship was invented, the
trireme, with a third bank of rowers
working their oars over an outrigger
above the others. Under sail they
could move along at the usual four
knots, but under oars they could get
up to eight and stay there all day if
necessary. (No accurate measure of
their short term, all-out ram speed is
known.) They typically carried 30 to 40
soldiers on deck to fight hand-to-hand
after the ramming. By 500 BC they
were the only warships of conse-
quence.

Around that time the Athenians
went for broke by gambling everything
on their mastery of ramming tech-
nique. They began building their ships
of the lightest wood, fir, instead of
pine. They also limited the number of
soldiers on deck to 10, requiring them
to sit down and stay put even when
throwing javelins, so as not to rock the
boat and confuse the oars. Further,
they drilled their crews in complex
maneuvers, such as reversing into de-
fensive circle with all rams pointing
outward. With those ships and skills
the Athenian navy became the best,
lording it over all others. Naval battle
histories began to emphasize the
number of ships sunk, rather than
boarded and captured, and it began to
look as though the days of hand-to-
hand combat at sea were over, to be
replaced by a tactical system in which
ship fought ship.

But the triremes also proved to
have several significant limitations.
For one, their fir hulls were subject to
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waterlogging and rot, and they there-
fore had to be dragged onto a beach
whenever possible to dry out. Second,
they were so packed with rowers they
could only operate for extended peri-
ods with support from land or supply
ships plodding along behind under
sail. Third, their upper two banks of
rowers were exposed to the missiles
thrown by the catapults that began to
appear on ships in Hellenistic times.
Worst of all, the packed oarsmen re-
quired the highest degree of skill to
perform the quick and complex ma-
neuvers without entangling each other
and creating chaos.

Experienced rowers were always
hard to find. At one point Athens, in
desperation, enlisted slaves, promis-
ing them their freedom in return for
the valuable service. But such men, of
course, still had to be trained from
scratch. There were never enough vet-
eran oarsmen. The navies of the Medit-
erranean therefore began changing

over to bigger, heavier ships, again
loaded with soldiers and pulled by
oars set in one, two or three banks, but
now with several men at each one. Un-
der such a system only the man at the
inner end of each oar has to know
when to dip, feather and backwater;
the others just follow his lead and add
muscle.

In the fourth century BC new ship
names appeared: “fours,” “fives” and
“sixes.” Apparently the count was de-
termined by the number of rowers in
each vertical segment of the ships,
whatever the number of oars. A “five”
might have two banks of three rowers
on each lower oar and two on the up-
per one. In 315 BC Antigonus had sev-
eral “tens” — the vessels shown in the
movie “Cleopatra” were actually of au-
thentic design. The big ships still had
rams, but they were too unwieldy to
make much use of them, and sea bat-
tles again came to be decided by sol-
diers boarding and stabbing. The great
revolution to a permanent ship versus
ship style of battle was thus post-
poned nearly 2,000 years.

— Richard W. Taylor
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Hitler’s Kamikazes

In March 1945, German air force
chief Herman Goring called for pilots
willing to volunteer for “special and
dangerous” operations. Even though
they didn’t know the exact nature of
the duty, over 300 pilots accepted the
challenge and assembled at Stendal
airbase. After hurried retraining, half
of them were to be distributed among
several different fighter units; the oth-
er half were formed into a new outfit
called Sonderkommando Elbe (Special
Command Elb). Unknowingly, they
had volunteered to become kami-
kazes.

All of them were already pilots,
most with experience in either the Me-
109 or Fw-190. But to properly pre-
pare them for their new mission they
were all given intensive indoctrination
on the horrors of the Allied bombing
campaign, with particular reference to
the pain and death being inflicted on
innocent women and children.

They were told the best tactic to use
was to open fire with their planes’ ma-
chineguns at extreme range, then sim-
ply keep the trigger depressed as they
closed — all the way — to ram. They
best place to ram was considered to be
the fuselage just aft of the bomber’s
wings. Just prior to impact, if possible,
they were to try to bail out of their
fighter.

On 7 April 1945, Sonderkommando
Elbe made its one and only operational
sortie of the war, when 120 pilots took
off in Me-109s to intercept an incom-
ing American heavy bomber forma-
tion. The idea was to ram as many
bombers as possible in one engage-
ment, thereby causing word of the
savage new tactic to spread as quickly
as possible throughout the enemy air
forces. In that way large propaganda
and psychological warfare benefits
could be reaped all at once. To maxi-
mize their chance for success, the
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rammers were also given an excellent
fighter escort: the Me-262 jets of the
elite Fighter Squadron No. 7.

The US formation picked for ram-
ming interception was the 3rd Air Di-
vision of the 8th Air Force. Those 503
B-17 Flying Fortress were that day on
their way to bomb Kaltenkirchen,
Buchen, Gustrow, Parchim and Neu-
munster, escorted by 317 P-51 Mus-
tang fighters.

The collision of the two forces’ re-
sulted in a vicious aerial engagement.
Sonderkommando Elbe lost 59 planes
to the American fighter escorts, while
the gunners in the bombers claimed
another 26. In fact, German losses
from all causes were so large that at
the end of the mission only eight of
their planes returned to base. They
had, however, done some damage: the
Americans lost 18 bombers, eight of
them due to ramming attacks.

The difficulty in inherent in the
ramming tactic came not from the
German pilots flinching at the last mo-
ment, but simply from the great size
differential between the Me-109s and
the B-17s. For example, in an attack on
US bomber number 43-38058, piloted
by 1st Lt. Carrol Cagle, the ramming
Me-109 came in from the 8 o’clock an-
gle, striking the American’s fuselage
just aft of the bigger plane’s wing
mount. The impact threw the bomb-

Technology Backdate. . .

er’s waist gunners away from their
weapons while also disintegrating the
attacking fighter's wings. The remain-
der of the fighter kept going, sliding
around and beneath the bomber, dam-
aging the ball turret and wounding
that gunner. From there the fighter ca-
reened along the B-17’s underside, tak-
ing off the supercharger of one engine
and the propeller from another. But
though the smaller craft was com-
pletely destroyed and its pilot killed in
the attack, the damaged B-17 was still
able to fly back to a friendly airfield.
The kamikaze tactics did cause con-
cern in the American air force, bring-
ing about a swift and heavy retaliation.
During the following three days the
bombers of 8th Air Force were massed
to attack the bases of both the Son-
derkommando and the covering Me-
262s. Over 1,000 bombers sortied
against the new targets on each of
those days: Hitler’s kamikaze force
was never heard from again.
— Timothy J. Kutta
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Greek Fire

As the Western Roman Empire fell
to barbarian invaders, Constantinople
was of no help. Not until Justinian’s
time die the Byzantines regain control
of the Mediterranean littoral, only to
be thrown back in the next century by
the Moslems pouring out of Arabia.
Less than 20 years after Mohammed’s
hegira, his followers had taken
Alexandria. They steadily cut away
Byzantium’s territory and, learning
fast, in 645 launched a large fleet.
When the Empire attempted to
counter by building an even larger
fleet, the Arabs destroyed it. In 673
the Arab armada besieged Constan-
tinople. Since the city’s survival de-
pended on sea communications, it
looked as if the end had come until
the Byzantines fired up their secret
weapon.

Among the missiles warships
threw at each other as they closed for
grappling and boarding, combustibles
had always been popular. A catapult
could hurl a burning bundle or pot of
oil with a flaming wick as well as a

-

rock. The fuel might be olive oil or, in
areas where it could be scooped from
the ground, petroleum. Such early in-
cendiaries were also usually laced
with sulfur, pitch or quicklime to try
to increase their destructive power,
but they never proved decisive.

But as early as AD 516, Proclus the
Athenian, working in Constantinople,
managed to significantly increase the
combustive effect, probably be using
distillates of petroleum, such as naph-
tha, which burn with a hotter flame.
By the time of the 673 siege, then, an
engineer from Syria named Callinicus
devised the medieval world’s ultimate
incendiary, possibly by adding phos-
phorus, saltpeter and a thickening
agent to existing recipes. The new
weapon had deadly properties: it
burned spontaneously when released;
it stuck to whatever it touched, in-
cluding skin; and it couldn’t be extin-
guished with water, which actually
made it burn more fiercely.

Soon known as “Greek fire,” the
new compound was used in combat
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by being expelled through a bellows
and long tube arrangement pointed at
the enemy. At least one such weapon
was soon carried on every Byzantine
warship, and the Arabs proved unable
to either withstand or duplicate the
effects. Greek fire, in fact, remains
one of the few “military secrets” that
have actually remained so. It took the
Moslems 150 years to come with
something even similar, and scholars
and chemists today can still only
guess at the exact ingredients.

Thus the Arab siege of Constan-
tinople was broken, the Empire’s sea
lanes stayed open, and Byzantium
continued for another 780 years.

— Richard W. Taylor
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The families of the men in the ranks were

divided as brother prepared to fight brother,
with the stakes no less than the fate of a nation. What
had been a contest of political wills was now to be
resolved by force of arms. The fight itself was a
vicious, confused combat that ended in a tactical
draw after which the capital lay open to further
attack.

Most American readers of this magazine would
probably recognize in those lines a general descrip-
tion of the circumstances surrounding our own Civ-
il War’s first Battle of Bull Run. But much the same
situation was also played out more than two cen-
turies before Bull Run, in England at the Battle of
Edgehill.

° [] [ ]
Preliminaries

As the soldiers in and around the English village of
Kineton stirred themselves in the cool, dark hours
before daybreak on 23 October 1642, an ominous
feeling seemed to fill the air. The conflict engulfing
their nation had spread until opposing armies, one
inrebellion against the crown and led by Robert Dev-
ereux, third earl of Essex, assembled in proximity to
the king’s force.

King Charles I had unfurled his war banner back in
August outside Nottingham. The raising of opposing
forces had occupied the late summer and early fall.
But with each side eager to test the other, and know-
ing soldiers were expensive to support and keep dis-
ciplined when long in the field, active campaigning
had been certain to begin before the onset of winter.

The Royalists moved first, departing Shrewsbury
on 12 October, heading for London, which lay some
125 miles southeast. The king traveled cautiously,
avoiding Parliamentarian strongholds. Essex, mean-
while, moved to counter the Royalists by leaving

C_ ! wo armies met there in battle for the first time.

A Skirmish Between Roundheads and Cavaliers, by
Abraham Cooper.

Worcester on the 19th and arriving at Kineton late on
the 22nd. His move of 35 miles in about four days was
typical for the newly formed armies. A paltry eight to
10 miles of marching per day was all commanders
could expect given the dismal condition of the roads
combined with the awkward baggage and artillery
trains accompanying the infantry and cavalry.

The reconnaissance effort conducted by each side
was deplorable. Cavalry training at that early stage
of the war still emphasized the role of heavy forces.
While the tactics of the horsemen were evolving, their
activity was almost always envisioned only within the
context of battle, and rarely in terms of operational
maneuver. In fact, though the armies were separated
around Kineton by only a few miles, neither side
knew the proximity of its enemy.

Remarkable, too, the distance between the armies
and London was equal for each side. Essex was
astride the Royalists’ route there, but was in no way
blocking it. In effect, if the king’s men could carry
out an expedient march to the capital, the door was
open for an almost certain strategic victory. Thus,
even before the first battle was fought, the war could
have been a short affair. But that was not to be.
Charles called a council of war at Edgecote and, un-
aware of the true tactical situation, dispersed his
army into quarters among the surrounding villages
to rest and requisition supplies.

In the event, the rest was brief for all. The armies
were simply too close to each other, making some
kind of run-in inevitable. Fortunately for the king,
that first encounter took place under the eyes of his
most able subordinate. After the council dispersed,
that man, Prince Rupert, the king’s nephew and
aggressive commander of cavalry, moved his com-
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mand to its assigned billet near the hamlet of Worm-
leighton. Entering there, a detachment of his quarter-
masters surprised a group of Parliamentarians in
town to secure provisions. The Royalist troopers had
the advantage of surprise and so captured several of
Essex’s horsemen. Based on the intelligence revealed
by those prisoners, Rupert sent a patrol to Kineton to
determine whether an enemy concentration was
indeed underway only a few miles off.

When those men returned breathless with the
message the Parliamentarians were there in force,
Rupert’s reaction was to order an attack at once. But
his cavalry was spread out and fatigued; and there
was no way the infantry or artillery could be quickly
assembled. So in the gathering dusk he did no more
than forward the report to the king.
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Charles was awakened in the middle of the night
to receive Rupert’s message. Meanwhile other infor-
mation also began to come in to corroborate what
Rupert’s men had first seen. Essex was apparently
moving to support the Parliamentarian garrison at
Banbury. Rupert had spotted a long ridge to the
south, known as Edgehill. It was there he recom-
mended the king assemble his host. Doing so would
force the Parliamentarians to give battle, since that
place sat squarely between them and London. The
Parliamentarians would have to fight or surrender
the race — such as it had been — to the city, a loss
they could ill afford.

At Essex’s own council of war that same evening
there was little new information on which to act. Con-
sequently his commanders departed the meeting
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Charles the First at Edgehill, by Landseer.

with the original plan to move to Banbury the fol-
lowing day still unchanged.

As the first rays of sunlight touched the bare
slopes of Edgehill, Rupert anxiously looked across
the gentle vale toward Kineton, impatiently awaiting
the arrival of his force. He’d plenty of time to con-
template the upcoming action — the Royalist army
was slow to deploy. His own horsemen had orders to
be on line by 8 o’clock, but even they didn’t show
until mid-morning. The infantry and guns weren’t in
place until afternoon was well under way.

Essex’s situation was evolving even more slowly.
As it was Sunday, early in the morning he dressed to
attend services, only to be startled on the way by the
news the Royalists were taking up positions just to
the south of Kineton and were obviously preparing
for battle. He hastily issued orders for his army to
assemble opposite the enemy. But his regiments were
widely scattered, so his prayers immediately had to

turn to asking divine help to gain enough time to
form his ranks and properly offer battle. The more
time he could coax from the situation, the better he
and his army likely would fare.

Three regiments of foot, nearly a dozen troops of
horse, and a small train of artillery were a day’s
march away. In case of the worst, Warwick castle, a
Parliamentarian stronghold, was at his back if retreat
became necessary. True, London and points south
were vulnerable, but Essex was a cautious man in
rebellion against his king. He wasn’t eager to rush to
strike the first blow in a war against the crown; he
would be satisfied to let the king open hostilities.

In that respect Charles was glad to accommodate
him. The king had every intention of attacking. He
was confident of the quality of his soldiers — surely
no army of mere rebels could demonstrate prolonged
resistance to his authority.

While the Royalist leaders watched the Parliamen-
tarians finally emerge onto the field, a squabble
ensued among them over dispositions and tactics. As
general of the horse, Rupert jealously guarded his
prerogatives, insisting he answer directly and only to
his uncle the king. Further, he advocated the infantry
be aligned according to the Swedish model he’d seen
on the continent (see sidebar). But the Earl of Lindsey,
lord general and, in effect, field commander of the
Royalist army, objected. He insisted he command the
whole army, including the horse and, what’s more,
he intended to make dispositions according to the
Dutch school.

The argument was placed before Charles, who
came down in favor of his nephew. In a hufTf, Lindsey
returned to his own regiment to fight at its head, ask-
ing only that he be sent to directly oppose Essex, who
he hoped to engage in personal combat.

As the senior officers quarreled, the rest of the
army continued to deploy. Rupert’s body of horse,
five regiments in strength, took up positions on the

The Road to Civil War

The consensus among historians is Charles’ problems
were partly of his own making and partly a matter of cir-
cumstance. He remains today a difficult man to under-
stand, just as he was to his contemporaries.

When he came to the throne in 1625, his rule certainly
seemed secure. Despite a largely ineffective foreign policy,
there were no credible external threats to England’s secu-
rity. At home the monarchy was underfunded, but that had
been the case for some time. In matters of religion, the uni-
ty of the Church of England depended on the personality
and leadership of the king. Divisions between those who
wanted to “purify” it of all Catholic influences, and those
who sought greater emphasis on Latin-like ritual and
imagery, were real and persistent, but didn’t seem to pro-
vide cause for open conflict.

What seems to have been central to Charles’ eventual
failure was his deeply seated sense of suspicion. He
demanded his will be carried out in every respect, but at
the same time experienced difficulty in communicating it
clearly. He lacked the common touch, and his subjects
thought him remote and overbearing.

It was in that atmosphere Charles and his closest advi-
sors ruled England from 1629 to 1640. During that period
of “personal rule,” he never called a Parliament, preferring
to govern without that body’s advice and consent. The
result was a gradual erosion of trust between ruler and
ruled across all levels of society. Little initial desire for
rebellion can be found in the documents of those times,

20

but since Charles insisted on the sanctity of his will, and
there existed no legitimate forum for the discussion of for-
eign or domestic policy, the groundswell of mistrust rose
until it needed only an incident to erupt into open dissent.

That incident arrived in two forms. First the Scots resist-
ed Charles’ heavy handed changes to their church and
property rights. The result was the two brief “Bishops’
Wars” of 1639 and 1640. When a Scottish army invaded
northern England in August of the latter year, Charles was
forced to call Parliament to deal with the crisis. The result-
ing legislative sessions were both volatile and contentious.
When news of a second emergency reached London in
October 1641, it proved the final catalyst to civil war.

Protestants throughout England had become alarmed to
learn Irish Catholics had gone into rebellion and were
allegedly slaughtering innocent Protestants on that island
(the truth being atrocities occurred on both sides). Charles
called for the raising of an army — which he would lead —
to crush the Irish.

At that Parliament demurred. The idea of Charles with
an army at his personal disposal was too much for many to
tolerate. The king’s convictions about his personal sover-
eignty fed directly the Parliamentarians’ already strong
mistrust of him. In March, Parliament issued an ordinance
starting the process of raising military forces. Refused lead-
ership of those forces, Charles reacted by raising his own
banner and gathering his own forces that summer.
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right wing, opposite the road to Kineton, leaving Lord
Wwilmot's cavalry to guard the left. Dragoons sup-
ported each wing adjacent to the cavalry. In the cen-
ter were arranged five brigades of infantry, three in
the front line and two supporting in the second. The
exact location of the guns is today unknown, but they
were most likely dispersed among the infantry regi-
ments of the first line, with the heavier pieces being
placed in battery near the bottom of the slope of
Edgehill. All told, the Royalist army numbered over
2,000 cavalry, 1,000 dragoons, and more than 10,000
foot.

The disposition of the Parliamentarians was simi-
lar. Essex’s right was occupied by Lord Fielding’s reg-
iment of horse and some supporting dragoons. The
center consisted of two lines of infantry, the first
held by the brigades of Sir John Meldrum and Col.
Charles Essex, the second by Col. Thomas Ballard.
Artillery pieces were located in pairs between the
infantry brigades. Sir John Ramsay’s brigade of horse
guarded the left. To defend against cavalry attack,
Ramsay placed several hundred dragoons amid a
hedgerow at a right angle to his main line. It was the
right idea, but unfortunately for Ramsay, he faced a
determined opponent in the person of Rupert: his
innovative placement of dragoons wouldn’t be
enough to stymie that Royalist commander.

Battle Begins
With the forces on each side in place, the Parlia-
mentarians opened fire first with a desultory artillery

bombardment. The reason Essex suddenly decided
to make the first move isn’t known. Perhaps it was
because he realized Charles had gained the tactical
advantage by interposing his army between the Par-
liamentarians and London. Or perhaps it was simply
the sight of the monarch himself, dressed in royal
finery and accompanied by courtiers, attendants and
a full escort as he moved through the ranks of the
Royalist army that provoked him.

In any case, the resulting artillery duel was not
decisive. The Parliamentarian advantage in the num-
ber of guns on the field wasn't significant, and the
soft earth didn’t facilitate ricochets. Still, smoke and
noise began to build, adding urgency to the thinking
of the leaders on both sides who realized if battle
were to be joined it had to begin soon while daylight
still remained.

Characteristically, it was Rupert who acted first
among the Royalists. Observing the line of enemy
dragoons nearest his front, he sent a regiment of that
same type under Col. James Usher to clear the enemy
musketmen, a task they ably accomplished. He then
ordered his entire wing forward, including the King’s
Lifeguard, who — continually smarting under allega-
tions they were only a “show” battalion — shouted
they wanted to take part in the fighting. But their
commitment left the Royalists without any genuine
reserve, a potentially drastic error, but one which
wasn't taken advantage of by Essex.

Rupert’s men moved off in good order, starting at
a canter, then closing the final yards in full gallop.

Infantry

The basic infantry organization in use by each side in the
English Civil War consisted of a regiment of 10 equal com-
panies of 100 men, for a total strength of 1,000. A variant
sometimes used consisted of unequal companies, in which
there was a Colonel’s Company of 200 men, a Lieutenant
Colonel’s Company of 160, a Sergeant Major’s of 140, and
seven Captain’s Companies of 100 men
each. In addition to the officers at the
head of those line units, a typical regi-
mental staff consisted of a quarter-mas-
ter, provost marshal, surgeon, preacher,
wagon-master, drum major and several
surgeon’s assistants.

Each company was formed of a mix of
muskets and pikes. By the time of Edge-
hill, muskets were clearly the dominant
form of weapon, but the pikes were still
necessary to form the solid core of each
unit on the field. By the war’s end there
were about twice as many muskets as
pikes in the average company.

Most of the muskets used at Edgehill
were matchlocks. They were smoothbore
weapons with an effective range of no
more than 50 yards. The firing mecha-
nism consisted of a match-holder (or
cock) connected to a lever (sear lock) or
trigger (trigger lock), which projected
under the butt of the weapon. When
pressed toward the stock, the lever
brought the slow-burning cord down
into a pan filled with priming powder.
The resulting explosion propelled the
ball out of the barrel.

The use of the matchlock on the bat-
tlefield entailed both rewards and risks.
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Parliamentarian Harquebusier
Trooper, by Chris Collingwood
(Cranston Fine Arts)

On the one hand, the weapon could still be fired even if the
lock assembly was broken by merely touching by hand the
match to the powder in the priming pan. But lengths of
smoldering matchcord amid closely packed ranks of sol-
diers in the chaos of combat also posed definite safety haz-
ards, and under conditions of limited visibility their glowing
ends made easy targets for the enemy.
Great amounts of matchcord were
always needed,

Another type of musket, the flintlock,
was also in use at Edgehill, but in fewer
numbers. They dispensed with match-
cords by substituting the action of a flint
striking steel positioned over the primer
pan. That eliminated many of the haz-
ards associated with matchcord use, but
the firing mechanism was more complex
and therefore made the weapon less reli-
able than the older type.

By the time of Edgehill the wearing of

body armor among infantry was a prac-
tice in steep decline. The increased leth-
ality of guns, increasing amounts of
marching due to expanding areas of
campaigning, and the increasingly fluid
tactical tempo of battle combined to
make such encumbrances obsolete. With
armor on the wane, something ap-
proaching standardized uniforms began
to appear. They still tended to vary wide-
ly by modern standards, however, due to
quartermaster preferences, the avail-
ability of cloth, and the tastes of regi-
mental colonels. Often accessories such
as ribbons, caps and distinctive cuffs
were used to designate units.
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Opposing them were Sir James Ramsay’s horsemen.
They’d already been rattled by the quick dispersal of
their covering dragoons and the unexpected defec-
tion of one of their own troops led by Sir Faithful
Fortescue, which occurred only moments prior to the

Royalist assault.

Considering the situation, Ramsay chose to meet
Rupert’s charge at the standstill. The Parliamentari-
ans fired their carbines to try slow the enemy’s
approach, but did so too early, while the Royalist
horsemen were still out of effective range. Many
among Ramsay’s command then turned and began a

The Theory & Practice of War in 17th Century England

Continental European commanders of the 17th century
maintained a fascination with the military formations and
practices of the classical world. In the decades prior to the
English Civil War, their studies of those times began to bear
fruit in the form of new tactics that successfully combined
classical theory with the emerging technologies of their own
time. And the professional soldiers of the British Isles were
aware of the revolutionary aspects of the military develop-
ments taking place on the continent. For example, during
the first 35 years of the century, 60 military tracts were pub-
lished in English, with another 33 following by 1642.

The topics covered in those books were wide ranging.
Some surveyed the general conduct of war, like Robert
Ward’s Animadversions of Warre (163 9), while others spe-
cialized in such matters a fortification, artillery, pyrotech-
nics, and drill, as in Robert Norton’s 1628 work, The Gun-
ner, Shewing the Whole Practice of Artillery. There was also
shorter literature on notable campaigns and battles, the
experiences of individuals, and news of current military
affairs. In sum, the military literature of the day provided
information on both the theory and actual conduct of war.

Going beyond printed matter, Scots, Irish and English-
men acquired military knowledge from personal experience
as well. In fact, the overall story of British military history
during the half-century preceding the Civil War was one of
varied conflicts and mixed results. Under Queen Elizabeth,
English soldiers had been particularly active. The common
threat both Scottish and English Protestants saw as the like-
ly result of a Spanish victory in the Netherlands persuaded
both those governments to send men to fight alongside the
Dutch. Of the 106,000 Englishmen levied for military ser-
vice between 1585 and 1602, the largest percentage (56,000
or 33 percent) went to Ireland; but the next largest contin-
gent (20,500 or 19 percent) went to the Netherlands.

Service in foreign armies was a long standing practice
among the Scots. General poverty within that country, com-
bined with the overseas ambitions of their monarchs,
worked to provide a constant supply of highlanders who
sought opportunity to serve in cross-Channel military
adventures. Between 1624 and 1637, the Stuart kings issued
royal warrants permitting the levying of 41,400 Scots for
the armies of France, Sweden, the Netherlands, Denmark
and Russia. That number was never fully raised, but thou-
sands did depart from Scotland, returning by 1639 and
bringing their military training and experience with thern.
Those men served as the cadre for the militarization of the
rest of Scottish and English society during the Civil War.

What those soldiers from England and Scotland wit-
nessed firsthand on their overseas sojourns were the
changes wrought by two men, Prince Maurice of Orange and
Gustavus Adolphus. Over the previous century, infantry
tactics had evolved to encompass two primary weapons,
musket and pike. The pike, wielded by dense masses of
infantry not unlike the Greek phalanx, provided the base of
maneuver for the rest of the army. A disciplined mass of
pikemen was all but impervious on defense and nearly irre-
sistible on the attack. However, pikemen were vulnerable to
firearms, which could kill at ranges the pikes simply could
not reach. Both infantry and cavalry used them to disrupt
the dense pike formations, after which the individual pike-
men were easy prey.
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But the early gunpoweder weapons were temperamental
and slow to fire. Infantry musketeers and cavalry were
therefore vulnerable themselves unless they had the pro-
tection of massed pikes. This symbiotic relationship led to
a variety of formations, most notably the massive Spanish
tercios of nearly 3,000 men, with a dense core of pike sur-
rounded by a fringe of musketeers. Infantry would gener-
ally form the center of an army’s battle formation, with the
smaller cavalry units to the flanks and in the rear.

As firearms improved, there was a dimishing need for
massed pikes. The ratio of muskets to pikes increased over
the years to about 1:1 at the time of Edgehill, and contin-
ued to increase during the war.

The diminshed need for dense pikes led many, chief
among them Maurice and Gustavus, to design smaller,
more maneuverable formations for their infantry. Maurice
formed battalions of 500 men into ranks only 10 men deep,
pikemen in the center of each file. The battalions were
arranged in three mutually supporting lines. Compared to
the cumbersome tercios, his infantry could maneuver much
more rapidly.

Though observed closely and copied widely by the other
powers of Europe, the “Dutch System” didn’t achieve over-
whelming or immediate battlefield success. It wasn’t until
the arrival of Swedish Gen. Gustavus Adolphus at the head
of a Protestant army during the Thirty Years War that the
new tactical doctrine became truly effective.

Adolphus took the Dutch System a step further by cre-
ating the “Swedish Brigade.” He formed his musketeers and
pikemen into separate units, but arranged them in mutu-
ally supporting formations like the one pictured here.
Again, the reduced size of individual units enhanced mobil-
ity, and allowed more aggressive use of firepower. To
enhance firepower even more, Adolphus also adopted the
technique of placing light field guns between his sub-units.

Likewise, Swedish cavalry began to dispense with the Car-
acole tactic, in which charging horsemen fired their pistols
then wheeled away to the rear (see Command no. 48, p. 71).
Instead they pressed their attack by using swords for max-
imimum shock effect to break into their enemy’s ranks.
Thus the Swedish model possessed great offensive poten-
tial.

At Edgehill, both models were in use, but recent scholar-
ship indicates the Royalists had probably adapted their for-
mations at least somewhat toward the Swedish system.
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ana Lord Wilmot’s cavalry broke the regiment of Lord Bands for support. They were militia units organized within
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. Sir John Byron 12. Prince Maurice

7. Henry Wentworth's Bde.
8. Sir Nicholas Byron's Bde
9. Richard Fielding's Bde.

. Lord Wilmot 10. Charles Gerard's Bde.

. Lord Grandison 11. John Belasyse's Bde

. Earl of Carnarvon 16. Gentlemen Pensioners
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Prince Rupert's
Bde. of Horse
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14. Prince of Wales
15. King's Lifeguard

Wilmot's Bde
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Cavalry & Dragoons

Cavalry regiments usually consisted of six troops of
about 70 officers and men each, for a total of 420. Regi-
ments were seldom fielded at full strength, with troops
often averaging as few as 40 men. In combat, troops were
often grouped in pairs to form squadrons or “divisions.”

Mounting their cavalry proved a major challenge for both
sides. One technique was to recruit men who already owned
their own horses. When such an animal
was killed or wounded while in service,
the owner would, at least theoretically, be
reimbursed. To mount those without
horses, both king and Parliament sought
dedicated contributions from their sup-
porters, sometimes taken with promises
of later remuneration, sometimes accept-
ed merely as gifts. Of course, mounts
could always be stolen from the enemy.

The king had available the services of
England’s finest cavalry commander in
the person of Prince Rupert. An avid stu-
dent of warfare and an experienced sol-
dier with much time spent on the conti-
nent, he organized the Royal cavalry
along Swedish lines. Their formations
were usually three deep and relied on
swift charges into the enemy to try to
break their ranks, while also trying to
refrain from using firearms until after ini-
tial contact was made with swords. When
executed by well trained units, it was a
frightening and effective tactic that often
achieved decisive results.

Parliamentarian horse was never as
capable as that of the Royalists. The
rebels tended to rely on firepower, often
delivering it one rank at a time in order

Royal Dragoon Officer, by Chris
Collingwood (Cranston Fine Arts)

to try to wear down the enemy in preparation for a charge.
But since Rupert’s men usually attacked as aggressively as
possible at the earliest opportunity, the Parliamentarians
seldom were given time to implement their preferred tac-
tic.

Cavalry commanders usually lost control of their units
once a charge was under way. That was particularly true
when the horsemen engaged on the
flanks of the main enemy concentration.
That meant they would often slip-slide
away from the main battle area after ini-
tial contact, which was the case with the
Royalists at Edgehill.

Dragoons made an appearance at Edge-
hill - as they would throughout the war.
Part infantry and part horse soldier, dra-
goons were mounted but were not trained
to fight cavalry style in such formations.
They typically were equipped with a mix
of firelocks and carbines for an offensive
punch; but lacking the protection of pikes
they couldn’t hold ground well against
heavy pressure from enemy formations
unless they could do so from under cover
of some kind. Consequently they fought
any sustained action on foot. That flexi-
bility allowed dragoons to perform many
missions: reconnaissance, guards, mes-
sengers, foragers, etc.

At Edgehill the Royalists had three reg-
iments of dragoons and the Parliamen-
tarians two. Their precise organization is
obscure, but each regiment probably had
an authorized strength of 1,000 orga-
nized into 10 companies.

Artillery

At the start of the English Civil War, the artillery arm
was in the process of transforming from one only con-
cerned with static defense and the reduction of fortresses
to one playing an active part in maneuver warfare. Most

Name Caliber in Weightin Lengthin Weight of Shot Pointblank Range in Yards :

of Gun Inches Pounds Feet in Pounds Rng in Yards at 10° Elev Crew Horses
Cannon Royal 8 8,000 8 63 320 1,930 10 Immobile
Cannon 7 7,000 10 47 340 1,800 7 23
Demi-Cannon 6 6,000 12 27 340 1,700 2 17
Culverin 5 4,000 11 15 460 2,650 OeE A
Demi-Culverin 4.5 3,600 10 9 400 2,400 6 10
Saker 3.5 2,500 9.5 5.25 360 270 6 5
Minion 3 1,500 8 4 320 1,600 6 6
Falcon 200 700 6 2:25 320 1,920 6 3
Falconet 2 210 4 1.25 220 1,000 6 2

At Edgehill the Royalists had a train of 20 guns, while
the Parliamentarians probably fielded between 30 and 37
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pieces were still heavy and difficult to transport, but
improvements were appearing steadily. The chart below
illustrates the capabilities of the various kinds of English
artillery used during the Civil War.

pieces. Each side had a variety of types, including mostly
demi-cannon, culverins and falconets.
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unprotected Parliamentarian infantry. But if he
expected to rout Essex’s infantry as Rupert had done
his cavalry, he was mistaken. A vicious, bloody fight
ensued as the two forces collided and fiercely con-
tested their positions with push of pike. Musket fire,
smoke and the shouts of wounded men filled the air.
The integrity of formations became impossible to
maintain amid the swirling battle.

There were two regiments of Essex’s horse that
had been positioned nearer to the rear of the infantry
and therefore hadn’t been driven from the field.
Those two units, led by Sir Philip Stapleton and Sir
Wwilliam Balfour, suddenly counterattacked into the
surging Royalist infantry. Stapleton’s men were
repulsed by Sir Nicholas Byron’s brigade of Royalists,
but Balfour’s troops sent the brigade of Richard Field-
ing reeling, capturing Fielding himself along with two
colonels. They even crashed into some Royalist gun
positions. But despite calls for “Nails! Nails!” no
means of effectively spiking the cannon were at hand;
so they had to be content to sever their drag ropes,
rendering the pieces immobile.

Seeing a momentum possibly building toward suc-
cess, Essex seized the opportunity to accelerate it. He
ordered two regiments of foot, supported by Staple-
ton’s and Balfour’s cavalry, to strike Byron’s Royalist
brigade before those men could recover from the last
attack sent against them. Essex’s tactic worked: the
combined force of Parliamentarian foot and horse
broke the Royalist formation, sending it back in con-
fusion. As the fighting reached crescendo, the Earl of
Lindsey fell at the head of his regiment, mortally
wounded by a musket shot that broke his thigh. He
was later captured where he’d fallen.

While the Royalist center was under pressure, the
right fared better. There the contest
remained evenly matched, with neither
side able to make a decisive advance.
Then a final rush by 200 Royalist horse-
men, under command of Sir Charles
Lucas, around the rear of Essex’s army
became bogged down. They ran into so
many fleeing Parliamentarians they lost
their own formation and couldn’t com-
plete their attack. Still, their effort fur-
ther stabilized the overall Royalist posi-
tion on that wing.

With each side partially checked, the
fighting gradually receded as the light
faded and dusk began. Rupert’s cavalry

qi 0t ST

alry swept all before them. But the Parliamentarian
infantry fought back, halting the Royalist foot and in
turn inflicting a great deal of damage. The losses on
each side were about equal, with nearly 1,500 dead,
wounded and missing in both armies.

The subsequent campaign unfolded in much the
same way it had begun to do prior to the battle. Essex
moved off toward Warwick to lick his wounds, still
apparently not realizing the door to London was
open. The king, unfortunately for his cause, this time
ignored his nephew who urged the immediate dis-
patch of a flying column of 3,000 men to seize that
city. Such a move at the time may well have ended
the war. Instead, the Royalist army leisurely limped
to Oxford, not reaching Brentford and the outskirts
of London until four days after Essex had pushed his
tired men there. The opportunity for a swift conclu-
sion to the war was gone forever. The campaign and
Battle of Edgehill, instead of both opening and clos-
ing the English Civil War, merely came to serve as an
example of the kind of savage enterprise on which
the people of the British Isles were embarked. k)
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finally returned to the field in force, he story of Hanford is told in this 256-page book in the words of
hurried along by the arrival of a brigade the people who were there, from the scientists and engineers

of Parliamentarian infantry at Kineton. who designed it, to the workers and technicians who built and
The men of the opposing armies stared operated it. Archival photographs and first hand accounts tell of the

at one another, sullen, bloodied and
drained. As they drew a little apart to
tend the wounded, light fires and pre-

pivotal role Hanford played in the success of the Manhattan Project.

pare victuals, neither yielded the field. “The most urgent construction project for the war effort.”

The battle had been a draw, and was a
harbinger of many similar fights to
come.

Conclusion
While both sides had fought valiant-
ly at Edgehill, neither could claim supe-

The War Department, 1944
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deserve credit for successfully maneu-
vering the Parliamentarians into a fight
largely on their own terms; and they
nearly achieved a decisive victory in the
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opening moments of battle as their cav-
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From All Tanks to All Arms

j—
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Of the feelings of British and Commonwealth
troops who took part in Operation Crusader, launch-
ed on 18 November 1941 to push Rommel out of

for a little over a year, the “Experimental Mechanized
Force” showed, to those willing to look, how warfare
was going to be conducted in the machine age. But
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Libya, an officer of the Royal Armored Corps wrote:

A Dbitter taste remained; those who fought in
tanks cursed those who sent them into battle,
inferior in armor and equipment and in tanks
that broke down endlessly. The infantry, with a
sprinkling of useless antitank guns, looked to the
tanks to protect them from enemy tanks, and
were bitter at their failure to do so. The armored
commanders, hurrying from one spot to anoth-
er to protect infantry from the threat of enemy
tanks that didn’t always materialize, blamed the
infantry for wearing out their tanks and crews
by such a misuse of the decisive arm of desert
warfare.

In fact, the British tanks became a spent force ear-
ly in the campaign and, just like the officer quoted
above, many others blamed that result on inferior
vehicles and guns. But what the British actually
lacked at the time was a good doctrine, or method of
fighting, which successfully integrated tanks with
infantry and artillery.

That this should be so is surprising given it had
been the British who fielded the world’s first all-arms
mechanized formation in 1927. Though only in being
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even with further experiments during the 1930s, the
early British lead was effectively discarded. Pre-war
research into tank design and doctrinal development
remained limited because of financial stringency, the
official assumption there would not be another major
war, institutional conservatism and infighting among
the different branches of the army. There were in fact
some who were completely hostile to mechanization
in general and tanks in particular, the most vocifer-
ous of them in the horse cavalry, who were anxious
to preserve their traditional place at the top of the
service hierarchy.

What doctrinal debate there was as to the chang-
ing role of tanks therefore came to proceed slowly
and inconclusively. There were two extremes: those
who saw the tank simply as a means to help the
infantry secure their tactical objectives, and those
who believed the tank could win battles virtually
unaided by other combat arms.

Only by the time of the outbreak of the Second
World War had a compromise of sorts been reached.
Heavy (or “infantry”) tanks were to be used in sup-
port of the standard infantry divisions, but the main
offensive formation was to be the mobile (later re-
named armored) division, which would be equipped
with “fast cavalry” (or “cruiser”) tanks. Those divi-
sions were to dash deep into the enemy’s rear areas,
defeat his armor and paralyze his command, unfet-
tered by the slower artillery and infantry. The infan-
try divisions, with their own heavy tanks in support,
were to follow in the wake of the mobile outfits, cap-
ture bypassed strongpoints and mop up the by then
confused and demoralized enemy.

But the need for the several models of tank called
for by the doctrine caused a dilution of effort in tank
design and production that, combined with the inad-
equacies of British industry, left the army without
what would today be called an effective main battle
tank until near the war’s end. Even more seriously, the
further development of doctrine became polarized.
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The Al2 Matilda Mk II infantry tank.

The infantry and artillery remained concerned only
with perfecting their own tactics. The idea of dashing
armored operations was only seized on by the caval-
ry when, late in the day, they were forced to accept
mechanization and “all tank” armored formations.

Wwith the exception of 1st Army Tank Brigade, a
formation tasked specifically for infantry support,
initial combat experience in France in 1940 was dis-
mal and little was learned. Nevertheless, over the
next 18 months the expansion and reequipping of
Britain’s armor force continued. Unfortunately, those
efforts weren't matched by significant improvements
in doctrine or organization; the divisions raised at
the time continued to consist of large numbers of
tanks organized into two brigades that were sup-
ported by too few infantry and guns.

In North Africa, where much of the infantry came
from the Commonwealth and the armor was almost
entirely British, the crude doctrine was made worse
by the Australian, New Zealand and South African
antipathy toward the still class-based British com-
mand structure. Thus, because of all those factors,
the principle of intelligent combination of all arms
was largely cast aside in the field. The situation was
then further compounded by lack of direction from
higher command. It wasn’t until late 1942, that the
high level of all arms cooperation that had been
achieved in 1918 was reestablished by Montgomery
at El Alamein.

The premier British mechanized formation in the
desert was 7th Armored Division, immortalized as the
“Desert Rats.” Formed in Egypt in 1938, by the time
of the Italian invasion of Egypt in September 1940 it
had two armored brigades and only a small infan-
try/artillery “support group.” But the high level of

The M3 Stuart, called by the British the “Honey.”
COMMAND MAGAZINE

training and morale the unit enjoyed ‘
allowed it to overcome the appalling state |
of its equipment and superior Italian num- |
bers. Unfortunately, those early successes |
against the Italians, in addition to reinforc- |
ing the mistaken beliefs of the “all tank”
school, led to the establishment of the “Jock
Column” as an important feature of tactics.

The prevailing feeling in the desert at
the time held the losses of the First World
War could be avoided by mobility, disper-
sion, and tactics that amounted to little
more than raiding. Encouraged by the
romantic aura of desert war, independent
task forces and “patrol groups” of armored
cars, trucked infantry and artillery were
raised, becoming known for the comman-
der of the most successful of them, Brig.
Jock Campbell (who won the Victoria
Cross). Drawn mainly from the armored
divisions’ support groups, the main effect
of the columns was to disperse what little
infantry and artillery assistance there was
for the tanks. But at the time the tank men
didn’t seem to mind.

Weakened by withdrawals to meet the
needs of other theaters, by the spring of

XX
[&] April 1940
= X =

Tank establishment:
340 tanks

1941 the British garrison in Libya had dete-
riorated into an untrained, ill-equipped force dan-
gling at the end of a tenuous supply line. Rommel’s
first drive therefore encircled Tobruk with ease. Poor
execution and bad equipment characterized the suc-
cessive British attempts to raise the siege, but even
more significant was their failure to grasp just how
different the German concept of operations was from
their own.

German defense rested on the combina-
tion of tanks, minefields, artillery and anti-
tank guns, and avoiding wherever possible
the tank-to-tank actions so eagerly sought
by the British. Instead, British tanks were
lured onto the panzers when the latter were
hull-down or, more often, onto waiting, well
emplaced anti-tank guns. With only a few
German tanks usually visible, British crews
at first came to believe their losses were
being inflicted by superior enemy gunnery,
hence the continued “bigger gun vs. thicker
armor” debate.

In June 1941 the British launched Opera-
tion Battleaxe, with inadequate forces, at the
insistence of Prime Minister Churchill. It
foundered in just three days on the kind of
German defense described above. Wavell,
commander of the Middle East since 1940,
lost his job and was replaced by Auchinleck.
There followed another offensive, Operation
Crusader, in November. For it a simple plan
was devised whereby the infantry, support-
ed by the heavy tanks, would fix the Ger-
mans in place, leaving 7th Armored Division,
now with three tank brigades, to drive

XX

1. Armored car regiment added to divisional troops;
the two motor infantry battalions of the Support Group
. were fransferred one each to the armored brigades,
| replaced by an additional infantry battalion; separate
anti-tank and Light anti-aircraft regiments instead of
one mixed; additional engineers.

| 2. Tank establishment: 340 tanks
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1. As envisioned by Auchinleck. Only the Brigade
Group organisation was adopted in time for Gaza-
la, June 1942.

2. The Brigade Group now adopted as the basic
battle formation in the Middle East. One of two

brigade and the brigades reorganized into groups
with permanent attachments. The Support Group
was abolished and units were broken up and sub-
units allocated fo the brigade groups.

3. Tank establishment varied, either 132 or 144
tanks, as the armored regiments were re-equipping
with American tanks. Armored regiments equipped
with Stuarts and Grants had 44 tanks and those
with British Cursaders and Grants had 48 tanks.

armored brigades replaced by a motorized infantry |

around the southern flank to take the Axis
tanks from behind.

It was a good plan but poorly executed.
| The attack began in pouring rain on 18 Nov-
| ember, but the British failed to concentrate
5 their tanks, allowing the three brigades of the
7th to advance independently of each other.
The Axis, their main force concentrated into
| asingle entity and waiting behind a screen of
f anti-tank guns, destroyed each in turn. By the
| evening of the 22nd, two-thirds of the British
‘K tanks committed had been knocked out. The
| infantry did better, however; and when Auch-
| inleck stepped in to personally command the
| battle (sacking 8th Army commander Cun-

|
{ finally carried the day.

Back in Britain the lessons of Battleaxe and
Crusader were mulled over by Gen. Martel,
director of the Royal Armored Corps, who
came to believe the “all tank” school had been
proved wrong. He concluded the separation
of infantry and artillery from the tanks, each

—
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| under independent command, presented too
| many opportunities for confusion. During
| Exercise Bumper he demonstrated how things
| should be done and that a new organization
| was needed for the armored divisions. He
| devised one that gave their commanders suf-
| ficient infantry, artillery and anti-tank guns
| to help the tanks achieve their initial objec-
'~ tives and then form a firm base for the next
| stage of the operation. By May 1942 the basic
- organization was officially changed, with one
| armored brigade replaced by a motorized
| infantry brigade. Auchinleck authorized the
| changes in North Africa, together with the
. formation of “brigade groups.”

| Crusader had shown the need to concen-
| trate artillery to defeat German anti-tank
j screens, to protect the tanks during the ad-
i

1. One of the two armored brigades was replaced |
by an infantry brigade, the Support Groups abol- |
ished and all divisional artillery placed under com- ‘1
mand of the divisional artillery commander. An
additional artillery regiment was added, as were AA |
tanks. |
2. Tank establishment: 201 tanks (plus 26 AA tanks). !
Tank regiments had 55 cruiser, 6 close support tanks |
and 6 AA tanks. |

ningham in the process), a renewed effort

The M3 General Grant.

vance, and do the same with the infantry and British
anti-tank guns on the defense. Within the armored
divisions the armored brigade was grouped with its
own, permanently attached, infantry battalion and an
anti-tank regiment, another of which was also per-
manently attached to the motorized infantry brigade.
Auchinleck also made permanent the infantry divi-
sions’ practice of reinforcing their brigades tem-
porarily with artillery, anti-tank guns and engineers
from divisional units. The idea was to create self-suf-
ficient, self-protecting infantry formations that could
on their own satisfy their commanders’ demands for
protection from Axis tanks.

Though the new armored division organization
wasn’t fully implemented until August 1942, the
brigade group concept was ready in time for Gazala.
Sadly, on its own it didn’t bring about the high level
of all arms cooperation intended. The armored brig-
ades continued to fight their own battles as before,
leaving their motorized infantry and the infantry
divisions to find their own way. The leap that would
finally see combined arms battlegroups concentrated
against a single objective hadn’t yet occurred.

Commanders showed they were still limited by
their pre-war training and experience, which left
them unprepared to command combined arms for-
mations as large as brigades. The brigades, rather
than the divisions, were still seen as the major fight-
ing formations, and the brigade groups, with their

The Valentine Mk III infantry tank.
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1. The changes implemented by Montgomery.
Brigade Groups were abolished and the armored

Aug. 1942
(Mid East only)

The Mk VI Crusader, armed with a 6-pounder gun. Following a successful night attack on Ru-
1 weisat Ridge on 21/22 July 1942, the 6th New |
rant.  permanent attachments, only served to reinforce that ~ Zealand Brigade was destroyed when the pro- |
n view. Problems with the system of command there- mised support from 2nd and 22nd Armored |
ritish — f5re persisted. Brigades failed to arrive. Responsibility for |
ored Another problem came from the continued prac- the disaster lay with all involved, arising from |
thits  tice of detaching and reattaching brigades from divi- a mixture of misunderstanding, reluctance, ‘
idan  gjon to division, often in the midst of battle. During  indifference and war weariness along with |
 Per-  (Gazala, for instance, 5th Indian Division had no less poor communications and staff work. To be |
gade.  han 23 changes of brigades. Commanders had little  fair to the tanks, morale among the crews was
divi-  time to familiarize themselves with each other, let low because of already high casualties and the
tem-  3jone work out how to coordinate their actions. When disruption caused by the method used to
1€ETS  dispersed across the desert, the distances involved  rebuild shattered units. Squadrons, troops, |
[-suf- precluded any but the shortest meetings; and radio and even single tanks and crews were moved |
ould  communications weren’t good enough to fill the gap. from one unit to another as needed to fill out |
s for Rommel often succeeded in keeping his mobile  the organization tables. The six regiments of
) units concentrated, and it was his contrasting meth- the 2nd and 22nd Brigades therefore came to contain
allon o that helped him overrun or roughly handle four elements from nine other regiments.
, the brigades and a division headquarters on the first day That it took over two years to correct
zala.  of Gazala. Whatever faults may have come from his  the failings of British doctrine is finally |
level = preference for leading from the front, Rommel’s explained by the lack of overall direction | Mar. 1944
brig-  intentions were clearly understood by his subordi- from higher command, made worse by the | (N\cll\;"E )
fore,  pates, who were in turn willing and able to act on continuous exchange of formations and | vrope
Ntry  them. For the British, command was seldom exer- field commanders. The most experienced |
ould  cised so clearly or assertively. Their difficulties were troops were withdrawn to other theaters, |
rated  compounded by the coalition nature of their forces, first Greece and Crete, then Iraq, Syria and |
and it became common for commanders to debate  the Far East. Those who remained were |
d by  their orders. often rotated back to Egypt for rest, reor- |
L left The conflict of roles between infantry and armor ganization and rebuilding, with their place |
 for- continued to pervade the British side of the cam- at the front taken by green troops. |
ither — paign, with relations between the two arms reaching In August 1942, with their fortunes in |
:}g1ht their lowest point during the defense of Egypt in July the desert at their lowest ebb, the British |
eir ‘

rank.
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1942. By that time the infantry commanders were
insisting on tank support before committing to any
action. On the defense the infantry tended to rely on
tanks to keep open supply routes and carry out any
needed relief operations. On the offense the tanks
were sought to secure the objective against counter-
attack until the infantry’s own anti-tank guns could
be brought forward.

The Mk VIII Cromwell, armed with a 75mm gun.
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| division was reinstated as the major battle forma-
| tion. Artillery and engineers reverted to the con-
| trol of the divisional artillery and engineer com-
| manders. Artillery was reinforced to three
| regiments. The antitank and LAA regiments were
| reformed.

| 2. Tank establishment: 172 tanks (plus 14 AA
tanks) when the armored brigade was equipped
with Shermans (from autumn 1942 onward). Sher-
man tank regiments had 52 tanks and 4 AA tanks.

changed commanders again: Auchinleck |
was replaced by Alexander, and Mont- |

1. The armored car regiment was replaced with one
equipped with tanks, the armored cars becoming
Corps Troops. One artillery regiment was equipped
with self-propelled guns. Forward artillery observers
were equipped with OP tanks.

2. In ltaly the division was reinforced by an addi-
tional infantry brigade. Initially this was achieved
by attaching an independent infantry brigade; later
shortages forced the reallocation or disbanding of
these and the second brigade was improvised from
divisional troops.

3. Tank establishment: 257 tanks (plus 8 OP tanks,
63 light tanks with the armored recce regt. and 25
AA tanks. Tank regiments had 55 tanks (Sherman or
Cromwell, 6 close-support tanks, 11 light tanks and
6 AA tanks. The armored recce regiment had 40
| tanks — 6 close-support tanks, 30 light tanks and 5
| AA tanks.
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gomery took over 8th Army, which one journalist at
the time described as “brave but baffled.”

Montgomery made sweeping changes, reimposing
disciplined command and sacking many senior offi-
cers, especially those who showed any inclination to
debate his orders. Communication, training and staff
work improved dramatically (though the British were
never to match German standards, as the traffic jams
during Alamein, Goodwood and Market Garden were
to show). Above all, Montgomery was determined
British strength would no longer be frittered away.
“Jock Columns” were scrapped, and officers were for-
bidden to even utter those two words. Divisions
henceforth fought as such, using their artillery con-
centrated under the divisional commander’s control,
and the “brigade groups” were abolished. Though
detaching brigades from their parent divisionswas
officially prohibited, in practice that continued for
specific assignments.

Most significantly, though, Montgomery took to
wearing a black beret adorned with the badges of the
Royal Tank Regiment and the General Staff. Histori-
an Barrie Pitt wrote the combination held out the
“promise of coordination between infantry and
armor under a command knowledgeable of both.”

Montgomery’s first real test came at Alam Halfa at
the end of August, when the British 22nd Armored
Brigade demonstrated a discipline and tactical know-
how not seen up to that time. The advancing panzers
ran onto a British anti-tank screen and were then
counterattacked by waiting Grant tanks. Withdraw-
ing behind their own anti-tank screen, the Germans
fully expected the British tanks to rush forward and
be destroyed in the usual way. But it wasn’t to be so;
the British, under strict orders not to pursue, stopped
in defensive positions still out of range of the Ger-
man 88s and began pounding the enemy with a con-
centrated artillery fire that kept up all night. When
the same pattern was repeated the next day and the
next night, Rommel, desperately short of fuel, with-
drew.

Though insignificant in terms of material losses
to both sides, the British success at Alam Halfa had
a huge effect on morale and showed the benefits of
concentration and close coordination of all arms. Sig-
nificantly, Gen. Freyberg, commanding officer of 2nd
New Zealand Division, attributed the German failure
to their inability to switch tactics to carry out a prop-
er infantry attack supported by artillery. In short, he
accused them of having become just “tank follow-
ers.”

Rommel had been defeated in a defensive battle,
but the British still had to attack. Montgomery, still
unsure of his army’s ability to do that, subsequently
fought a far from mobile battle at El Alamein, there-
by allowing the Afrika Korps to elude an almost
leisurely pursuit. Still, Montgomery’s reforms marked
a turning point for the British army and its Com-
monwealth allies. The later campaigns in Italy and
northwest Europe were fought with increasing tacti-
cal efficiency, even though there were fewer oppor-
tunities for the kind of mobile warfare experienced in
the desert.

The British next discovered the positional warfare
forced by the Ttalian terrain left their armored divi-
sions again short of infantry, so a second infantry
brigade was improvised for each. By the autumn of
1944, all arms integration within those divisions was
truly excellent, so it could again become common
practice for brigades to exchange troops and vehicles
to form semi-independent mixed battlegroups.

In northwest Europe those initially ad hoc arrange-
ments actually became the norm, and for the remain-
der of the war British armored divisions usually went
into combat organized into four such battlegroups,
created by pairing the four infantry battalions with
the four armored and reconnaissance regiments.
Each group was also assigned an artillery battery,
with forward observers permanently attached and
heavy weapons and ancillary arms sent from divi-
sional troops as needed. Paired infantry companies
and tank squadrons learned to work together and,
with new found understanding of each others’ capa-
bilities, were able to evolve their combined arms tac-
tics in the field as needed.

After the disasters that typified the period until
1943, the British evolved a way of fighting that car-
ried them to victory in 1945. As Gen. Sir David Fras-
er said of that army: “It was sometimes ponderous,
lacking in elan. It rarely showed the handiness in
mobile battle that was the hallmark of the Afrika
Korps. It is difficult to imagine that a Rommel or a
Patton on the Waal [River] on 19 September 1944
could not have reached the Arnhem Bridge somehow.
But it [nevertheless] came to know its business, and
without histrionics it did it.”

After the war there was little room for compla-
cency; and while there was little public discussion of
the earlier failings, there was certainly a determina-
tion within the British army that they never be repeat-
ed. Only too aware of the German operational and
tactical superiority during much of the Second World
War, the British adopted a doctrine embodying the
lessons learned. The all-arms battlegroup and bal-
anced armored division were confirmed as the tacti-
cal and operational formations with which the British
Army of the Rhine helped defend western Europe
against the threat of Warsaw Pact invasion.

Fortunately the much-prepared for new war in
Europe never came, and the British army had to wait
nearly half a century for a new opportunity to
reassert its mastery of mobile warfare, coincidental-
ly again in a desert campaign. In the Gulf War, admit-
tedly against a weak enemy, a British armored divi-
sion drove through an American-made breach in the
Iraqi line. In an extended series of one-two punches,
the two British brigades made short work of the sta-
tic Iraqi infantry formations and 52nd Armored Divi-
sion. Accompanied by unprecedented levels of
artillery support, using continuous around-the-clock
operations, the British advanced over 180 miles in
less than three days when it had been expected they
would need 10. o
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Boxer Rebellinn

by Raymond E. Bell, Jr.

The Chinese Boxer Rebellion of 1900 is not usual-
ly ranked among the most notable campaigns of mil-
itary history, but viewed from the perspective of
combined operations — those involving the armed
forces of several countries on the same side — it was
significant as a precursor to the multi-national expe-
ditions of this century. Indeed, considering the
diverse nature of the forces involved against the Chi-
nese, the effort was remarkably successful. That suc-
cess, however, didn’t come about as the result of bril-
liant planning or execution, but largely because of
the stubbornness on the part of the men in the
national contingents who were determined to hold
off, then defeat, the hordes of ill-trained Chinese who
attacked them.

For Americans and Germans the Boxer Rebellion
is also significant in that it was the last time troops

THE CHINA RELIEF
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of their two nations fought side by side against a
common foe on an active battlefield. Though today
Germany and America have been close allies for half
a century, and their troops have served together in
hot spots like Somalia and Bosnia, they have not
since 1900 engaged in high intensity combat opera-
tions on the same side. Nor does it appear likely they
will again unite any time soon to engage the Chinese
in war. As the centennial of the Boxer Rebellion
approaches in the year 2000, then, it’s appropriate
to chronicle its suppression, focusing on the role
played in that victory by Germans fighting in alliance
with Americans.

China in 1900

China in 1900 was in turmoil, an empire with a
vast land mass but a weak central government. Pow-
er rested in the hands of Empress Dowager Tz'U-Hsi,
who ruled from 1862 to 1908. A former imperial con-
cubine, she surrounded herself with a small clique
who attempted to help her, in a desultory way, to
deal with two emerging forces: Christianity and for-
eign encroachment on Chinese soil and sovereignty.

Thus it was that in 1900, foreigners — who had
earlier obtained special commercial and territorial
privileges by fighting and winning several short wars,
and who by then occupied choice areas of Chinese
territory — began to be subjected to attack by the
members of a secret society known as the “Boxers.”
The name was the shortened form of the “Society of
the Righteous and Harmonious Fists,” whose mem-
bers professed both anti-foreign and anti-dynastic
aims. The efforts of Tz'U-Hsi and her advisors man-
aged to dampen the Boxers’ grievances against them,
but that only helped further focus and unleash their
pent-up anger against missionaries, Chinese Chris-
tians and foreigners in general.

The immediate cause of the rebellion appears to
have been the German seizure in 1897 of the Shan-
tung peninsula. The Boxers soon thereafter began to
rampage against missionaries and their Chinese con-
verts, murdering hundreds. As the violence escalated,
the central government, which had previously kept
the Boxers out of Peking, relented and let them into
the capital city in June 1900, whereupon they imme-
diately laid siege to the foreign legations. An inter-
national force was soon organized to raise the siege,
rescue those inside and punish the Boxers. Troops
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from Great Britain, France, Russia, Italy, Japan, Aus-
tria-Hungary, the United States and Germany partic-
ipated in the resulting campaign

The Germans had a large stake in the outcome of
the operation. By 1900 they’d obtained large and
important commercial concessions in China as part
of their overall effort to expand their own empire. As
a result of those ambitions the Germans had come to
maintain a significant military presence in China,
consisting principally of marines and naval vessels.

Likewise the Americans, who officially sought an
“open door” policy in China, had significant military
power in the western Pacific area. They had recently
taken the Philippines from Spain, and were just then
seeking to quell a nationalist uprising among those
Asian islanders. Though not interested in claiming
outright territorial concessions from China, the Box-
er uprising worked to bring together the Americans
and the Germans.

The first targets of the Boxers were the foreign
legations in Peking. Fortunately, these had been
restricted to a single area in the city, and so were able
to band together for mutual protection. Increasing
Boxer activity had resulted in the dispatch of some
430 foreign sailors and marines from the fleets
anchored near Tengku. But after 4 June, no one could
get into or out of the city.

The Seymour Expedition

At noon on 10 June 1900, as part of the response
to the situation developing in Peking, a German naval
landing force set out from the port of Tengku, on the
Gulf of Chilhi, to join British Adm. Sir Edward Sey-
mour’s multinational force of 1,200 men in Tientsin.
The relief column left the city by train on the 11th;
the German detachment of 25 officers, 527 enlisted
men and four machineguns caught up to the main
body at Yangtsun.

Progress toward Peking was slow and tedious.
Bodies of dead Chinese littered the railway bed. To
either flank, German companies advanced on foot to
clear out small villages. The railway itself was often
broken, meaning stops had to be made to allow the
Chinese laborers accompanying the expedition time
to make repairs.

The German companies carried
the names of their commanders.
There was Company Buchholz,
whose commander was a corvette
captain. His was the first unit to
rush to the front of the column in
support of the British advance
guard. Meanwhile, Companies
Schlieper, Hecht and Weniger
pushed through the hamlets along
the rail line, killing many of the
Boxers lurking within them.

It took until 13 June to reach
Langfang, halfway to Peking.
There, Seymour was stopped a
large force of Boxers and Imperial
Chinese troops. Meanwhile, Box-
ers broke his communications to
Tientsin and put the city under
siege. :

Seymour held a council of war
and decided to abandon the
march on Peking and return to
Tientsin. .

- On 18 June, an extended fire-
fight began between Company
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Schlieper and some Boxers rein-
forced by imperial Chinese troops.
The Chinese attack initially seemed
to be succeeding, but then an
enveloping maneuver by Companies
Buchholz and Hecht around the
right flank, coupled with a steadfast
stand by British and Russian com-
panies on the left, repulsed their
effort. The Boxers broke off and re-
treated, leaving behind over 200
dead and the personal banner of
their general. Allied losses were 10
dead and 51 wounded.

The expedition reached Yangtsun
to find the railway bridge over the
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Royal Welch Fus.
6th Burma

6th Jats

7th Rajput

24th Bombay
24/26th Baluch.

1Ist Chinese
Hong Kong

7th Bengal
26th Bombay

Ist Sikh

. . 24th Punjab
Pei Ho destroyed. With food and % L
ammunition running short, Sey- 2
mour decided to abandon the rail- ||

72nd Bengal
road and march overland to 1/4 Gurkha Rifles
Tientsin 30th Bombay
Early on the morning of the 22nd,
1st Bengal Lancers

the ramparts of the huge arsenal at
Chiku, about six miles from Tien-
tsin, rose out of the mist. That facil-
ity turned out to be strongly man-
ned; a tremendous volume of rifle
and artillery fire greeted the advanc-
ing allies. The Germans deployed to
begin putting the defenders under
fire, while at the same time the
British marines of the rear guard
crossed the river to attack the
earthen wall of the arsenal from the
east. They were followed by three
German platoons who took over the
Chinese cannon the crew of which
had fled. After a bitter fight the Chi-
nese were driven out of the installa-
tion.
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16th Bengal Lancers
3rd Bombay Lancers
Hyderabad Lancers

Ist Madras Pioneers

4th Bengal Sappers & Miners
3rd Madras Sappers & Miners
2nd Bombay Sappers & Miners
34th Madras Pioneers

12th Royal Foot Artillery

[Hong Kong Artillery

22nd Bombay\_ Line of communications
3rd Madras troops

But the advance was again interrupted as the new

occupants of Chiku paused to consolidate. At 4:00
p.m. the British marines drove off a Chinese coun-
terattack with the help of Companies Buchholz and
Hecht. Defensive positions were then strengthened

The German Consular-guard in Tientsin.
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because more Chinese counterattacks were expect-
ed. The next day, 23 June, the Germans lost two dead,
one an officer, and eight wounded when the Chinese
did attack.

These soldiers had come from Tientsin, which had
been relieved by a large Allied force from Tengku.
After destroying the arsenal, Sey-
mour’s expedition and its rescuers
returned to Tientsin. Street fighting
in that city continued for nearly two
more weeks before the last of the Chi-
nese were driven off.

It would not be until 4 August that
the new Peking Relieving Force was
ready to move. Amazingly, the lega-
tions were still holding out.

Inside Peking

That same attack also resulted in
the British minister in Peking, Sir
Claude MacDonald, to request Sey-
mour get in motion.

Even as Seymour was beginning to
move, though, Boxer activity in Peking heightened.
The chancellor of the Japanese legation was mur-
dered, and shops were set ablaze across the city. Then
on 19 June the Chinese government issued an ulti-
matum demanding all foreigners leave Peking by 4:00
p.m. on the 21st. Imperial Chinese troops thereupon
moved to occupy legation guardposts, which result-
ed in the death of a Frenchman and the wounding of
an Austrian.

The allied troops who’d been rushed to Peking as
rapid reinforcement were organized from small con-

tingents from the ships of the various navies then
plying Chinese waters. The American portion of the
force also included the embassy guard of Marines
and the crew of the USS Newark, led by Naval Capt.
Meyers, making three officers and 53 enlisted alto-
gether. The largest contingent was British, and con-
sisted of three officers, with Capt. B.M. Strouts com-
manding, and 128 Royal Marines, 79 of whom were
off HMS Orlando. The Germans had 51 marines from
Tsingtau and were led by Lt. Count von Soden. The
Austro-Hungarians had five officers and 30 sailors
from the Zenta; the French provided two officers and
45 enlisted; the Italians one officer and 28 sailors
from the ship Elba; the Japanese had Lt. Hara with
two dozen men from the Atago; and the Russians two
officers, 72 sailors and seven Cossack guards from
the Sissoj Weliki.

In addition to those 18 officers and 389 enlisted,
a 75 man unit of local volunteers also made them-
selves available. The Japanese legation then produced
another 31 volunteers. Their military attache, Lt. Col.
G. Schiba, an experienced “China hand” who’d earli-
er served in London and gone along with US Gen.
Shafter’s expedition to Cuba, came forward to com-
mand them. Well assisted by two Japanese captains,
he shortly turned the volunteers into an effective
fighting unit.

The British in Peking also produced some experi-
enced volunteers. One was a visiting captain from the
South Staffordshire Regiment; another a captain from
the East Yorkshire Regiment, who was then on leave
to study Chinese in Peking; a third a bank official
who’d earlier served in the Scots Greys. There were
also a French marine officer and a Russian lieutenant
from the 9th East Siberian Rifle Regiment. The only
German was a former officer of a Guards Regiment
who’d become an official of the customs service. But
since he’d once been an instructor of Chinese sol-
diers, he spoke that language fluently.

By virtue of date of rank, command of the troops
and volunteers in Peking belonged to Austro-Hun-
garian ship captain Thomann of the Zenta. He offi-
cially assumed that post on the evening of the 21st.
But British Ambassador MacDonald was in no way
agreeable to Thomann being in command, wanting
the position for himself. In an effort to assert his
claim, he called on all foreigners in the city to assem-
ble within the British embassy compound. Since that
area was considered British soil, once there MacDon-
ald could claim they were all under his legal juris-
diction. Initially his ploy failed; but according to Ger-
man sources it was the ineptitude and cowardice of
Capt. Newton Hall, second-in-command among the
Americans in Peking, that then made possible Mac-
Donald’s ascendance to leadership in the city.

At 9:00 am. on the 22nd the Chinese began to
bombard the embassy compounds. Suddenly, and
without apparent justification, Hall ordered the aban-
donment of an important position along the city wall,
setting in motion a retreat to the British embassy
grounds. That move forced the Austro-Hungarian,
Italian, French, Russian, Japanese, and finally the Ger-
man legations to withdraw to the same place.

As the various contingents arrived at the embassy,
MacDonald began to rail against Thomann, accusing
him of incompetence for ordering — or so it seemed
then — the general retreat from the wall. MacDonald
then simply declared himself to be in overall com-
mand. But Lt. von Soden, figuring the incident had
actually resulted from some misunderstanding or
intrigue, reacted by ordering his men to make their
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The “International Gun,” an artillery piece con-
structed of bits and pieces found in the various lega-
tions.

way back to their original post, which they subse-
quently found to be still unoccupied by any Chinese.
They soon came under fire there, however, as a result
of which one German was killed.

The contingents from the other nations also
returned to their original posts. Only the Austro-Hun-
garian and Italian embassies had actually fallen to
the Chinese, and they were soon set afire. The Aus-
tro-Hungarians were then invited by the French to
help guard their embassy, which was where they
remained based for the duration of the siege.

That evening the Chinese attacked again, concen-
trating on the Americans and burning the Dutch
embassy in exchange for some 100 of their own casu-
alties. Foreign losses were one dead each among the
Italians, Americans, British and Russians, along with
a considerable number of wounded.

Naturally, unpleasant accusations against the
Americans began to go around. The Austro-Hungari-
ans, whose Capt. Thomann had unjustly been ac-
cused of incompetence, put out entirely unfavorable
comments about them. They painted a sad picture of
the results of the Americans’ unsatisfactory perfor-
mance on the barricades. One Austrian claimed of
the Yankees: “The lack of discipline of the Americans
_has caused us one devil of a time. They are very dar-
ing and able boys, but always while off duty [they are]
foolishly drunk. From where they obtained the whis-
key we do not know.”

Sources other than the German, however, contin-
ue to lay the blame for the initial retreat from the
wall on Thomann himself. He was accused of pan-
icking during the intense Chinese bombardment and
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therefore ordering an immediate
withdrawal. Those other sources
claim it was the result of that order, and not the
cowardice of Hall, that caused everyone to retreat to
the British legation, which had earlier been desig-
nated as the last-stand defensive position.

At any rate, the ministers of the various nations
soon held a conference at which they decided to
officially relieve Thomann of command. That res-
ponsibility then went officially to MacDonald, who
immediately confirmed all troops should remain in
and defend their original positions. Sadly, this
episode only finally concluded when Thomann was
shot in the chest and died on 8 July. Still, as the
siege progressed and each day brought new Chinese
attacks, the initial incident with the Americans was
soon forgotten as all rallied to the common defense.

More Action Along the Wall

On 23 June the Chinese turned their Krupp guns
on the German positions inside Peking. Fortunately
their gunners proved inept, shooting as if they had
no exact targets. They only managed to put seven
rounds inside the grounds of the German legation
itself, failing to even wound a single person. At the
same time the Chinese riflemen also demonstrated
their marksmanships was — as one German source
described it — “only superfluous,” though one
marine did take a round in his ribs. The main source
of anxiety on this day, however, came from specu-
lation about what was holding up the relief force
from Tientsin.

The 24th also brought stepped up combat, this
time with the Americans deploying a machinegun
in support of the German marines. During the
morning those Germans got what they later thought
of as their “baptism of fire” in this struggle when, at
about 8:00 a.m., the Chinese managed to occupy the
stretch of wall overlooking their legation. The wall
in that area was 43 feet high and had access only
via two staircases, one behind the German legation
and one behind the American.
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Peking Relieving Force Advancing from both east and Thus the month of June ended with the allied con-
west along the wall’s top, the Chinese tingents in Peking and Tientsin occupying defensive
began pouring a heavy fire into the buildings positions. Tientsin, in fact, was still largely in the
of the German legation. They succeeded in  hands of the Boxers who, in conjunction with imper-
pressing to within 650 feet of the main build- ial Chinese forces, were prepared to resist any
A B ing, planting two huge banners before the advance toward the capital. At the same time false
o defenders fully realized the magnitude of the reports of a massacre of those in the legations
Boxers’ effort. Luckily for the defenders, the reached the relief force, so there then seemed less
rifle fire of the Chinese remained so poorly need for an immediate advance.
aimed some described it as “wild.” It wasn’t until 13 July some 5,000 allied troops
The Germans counterattacked: led by von kicked off a new push to clear Tientsin of resistance.
Soden they quickly engaged the lead element After a day and a half of intense fighting the Chi-
of the Chinese mass. Then Italians and French nese broke and abandoned that entire city to the for-
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] began pushing into the Chinese from the east. eigners’ control. But there was still no immediate
—-tharine Intense combat followed, with von Soden advance on Peking. Instead it was decided to regroup
0 using the rallying cry: “Up and at them on the while waiting for more forces to arrive before push-
__ double!” ing on.
The Germans used fire and maneuver The reinforcements expected were led by Gen.
& effectively enough to allow them to push Albrecht Graf von Waldersee, who'd been the Kaiser’s
_-M“"”“" along the wall. After a short advance von  chief of the general staff from 1888 to 1891, and who
X Soden would order his men into the prone was highly regarded internationally. His appoint-
—_Signals position to deliver several volleys; then it was ment was a popular one, and with a brigade of Ger-
- back up to advance again. This move-and - man volunteers he sailed for the Far East early in
_HSa,-,m & Marines shoot technique so confused the Boxers they August.
Jrom Far East Squadron g0n broke, running back along the wall with- .
Austria- out even trying to stop at the barricade they'd earli- End of the Slege
Hungary er thrown up near where they’d begun their attack. On 14 July, Prince Ching of the imperial court sent
Sailorx from The only aid to the Chinese during their retreat came anote into the legations offering safe conduct out of
Fast dsia Squadron from the dense smoke put out by two houses they Peking for any who wanted to go. The offer was
set afire; it became so thick the Germans could no refused out of sheer distrust; and, indeed, the con-
longer see clearly to take good aim. ciliatory Chinese words were not matched by any
With that the Germans broke off their counterat- such action. The Boxers had meanwhile thrown up a
tack, returning to the stairs behind their legation. new wall directly across the street from the outer
There they found, much to their consternation, the perimeter, only about 50 feet from where the Rus-
French and Italians, apparently thinking the fight sians were positioned. The ring of Chinese around
over, had already returned to their own legations. the legation quarter was continually reinforced, to
Had the Chinese rallied at that moment, the Germans the point it became impossible for anyone, singly or
could have been caught alone and easily destroyed. in groups, to sortie to bring back food. Short rations
But it wasn’t until 10:00 a.m. the action resumed, were ordered, and as a result some children and old
this time on the stairs behind the American legation. people began to suffer the effects of starvation.
There Capt. Meyers took command, leading his con- At the same time the Boxers kept up the pressure
tingent along with some 20 reinforcing Germans. An by sniping and making small attacks so the defend-
American machinegun crew initially took up a posi- ers would continue to suffer casualties. In the first
tion at the top of the staircase, but then moved for- two days of July the Germans lost another two men
ward as the action surged away. They resumed firing killed. Then on the 13th the Chinese launched an all-
o when the fighting again reached the earlier men- out attack accompanied by blaring horns, thunder-

tioned Chinese barricade. ing cannon and charging masses along the entire

The Chinese tried to counter the machinegun’s perimeter. Two small buildings had to be abandoned

rapid fire by bringing up two cannon that they then in a retreat. At the critical moment von Soden led

used to aim shrapnel rounds at the Americans and some marines in a counterattack through a breach in

Germans. Thereupon Meyers, feeling the wall. Surprising the Chinese to their front, they

- enough had been accomplished, order- were able to advance and capture one of the enemy

i u-he Chlnesa ed a withdrawal. He had half the con- battle banners. The overall effect of the German
tingent lie down to deliver cover fire effort was to allow the retaking of the lost ground;

mgms Ay while the other half moved back into a  but the Chinese now had cannon permanently sta-
Chih-tung's Self-Strengthening Army new covering position. The same tactics tioned just 328 feet from the defenders’ forward
X X would prove useful in urban fighting  positions.
—-I;m‘;fc?iysijoz . throughout the remainder of this cen- On 17 July the Chinese asked for a short armistice
enacious Army of Chih-ch'eng 3 : . . ¢
tury. inside Peking. At first the Germans were suspicious
_ﬁcmr Division There was little elation as the day they’d made the offer to be better able to shift troops
Men of Eight Bans ended, even though the Chinese had around the legations. As a precaution, therefore, the
X X o been thoroughly trounced. The supply defenders took advantage of the break to strengthen
*.kifﬁ,ﬁ‘,ﬁ‘f{f,ﬁy oFSHE G of ammunition was diminishing; food  the walls and double the guard. But then, gradually,
5 was becoming scarce, and there was still a feeling began to take hold the Chinese had asked
_-Rightmyisiog o no word of the relief force. Casualties  for the truce because something outside the city was
uan Shivkats Pacifeation Amy 3156 continued to mount, with a guard  happening — as indeed it was.
R <ot Division being killed by a sniper here, or a man The next day an article appeared in the Peking
—-TungFu-hsiang's Kansu Braves wounded in a scuffle there. The nearly News that obviously originated within the imperial
X X continuous forays by the Boxers, though court. In it, the central government clearly tried to
_-Themers never successful in themselves, began distance itself from the events that had brought on
p to wear down the defenders. the fighting in and around the city. At the same time
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Two close-ups of the Germans’ “Heavy Field Howitzer ‘96.”

word came in of the large number of reinforcements
that had been reaching Tientsin.

On the 25th another offer of unhindered passage
from Peking was made by Prince Ching. But this one
also came with a warning any who didn’t take it
would soon forfeit their lives. Again the offer was
refused. On the 27th another cease-fire was an-
nounced by the besiegers, this one lasting until 10
August. At the same time the dowager empress be-
gan to send carts of food to the defenders as placat-
ing gifts. Even so, single sniper bullets continued to
find their marks and random artillery shells still
screamed through the air.

On 10 August the Chinese began shooting in
earnest again. Then a delegation of Mandarins ap-
peared to apologize for the rupture in the peace; but
firing again resumed the next day all along the
perimeter. On the 12th and 13th activity fell off; and
at the end of the day rumors began to spread about
allied mounted patrols having been seen just outside
the city.

At 7:30 p.m. firing began from the Chinese lines
with an intensity not seen before during the entire
siege. At the same time a heavy rainstorm broke
above the combatants, accompanied by lightning and
thunder that only seemed to amplify the roar of the
cannonade. But no ground attack was launched, so
the defenders held their fire (they were down to
about 90 rounds per man). To break the tension von
Soden ordered his men to return a rapid fusillade
during one moment of relative quiet. In turn, that set
off a new flurry of shooting from the Chinese, which
this time killed one German marine.

The next day, much more suddenly than it had
begun, the siege was over. At about 2:00 p.m. a loud
“Hurrah!” was heard coming from outside the perime-
ter. A detachment of mounted Sikhs from the British
force had gotten into the city through the canal’s
water gate nearby the German legation. Scenes of jubi-
lation followed: the relief force had arrived.

~ All that remained was to conduct mop-up opera-
tions. For example, the German proconsul had heard
a Buddhist temple within the city had served as a Chi-
nese rally point and arsenal during the siege. Taking
the place, the Germans found not only a mountain of
weapons, but Boxer flags, gunpowder and uniforms.
The weapons, all completely functional, were handed
out to the artillerists within the German portion of
the relief force.

COMMAND MAGAZINE

But the relief of Peking didn’t end allied activity in
China. Von Waldersee and his force were still under-
way to the Far East when Peking was secured. When
the East Asia Brigade arrived, it spearheaded further
operations aimed at punishing both the Boxers and
the imperial government.

The East Asia Brigude in Action

One of the units of East Asia Brigade was a heavy
field howitzer battery in the artillery regiment. Its
deployment reflected the confusion that often char-
acterized the entire international operation. The bat-
tery, whose members were anxious to see action,
anchored off the Taku forts on 6 September, well
after the relief of Peking. Because they were on the
second transport ship to arrive, the men of the bat-
tery believed they would be among the first to
unload. Instead they were left aboard their moored
ship for another six days, when orders were sudden-
ly received telling them to disembark “in all haste.”
Their vessel then sailed farther upstream to reach the
docks at Tengku; but once there they still couldn’t
unload until the morning of the 16th because all the
wharfs were occupied by other ships.

The German artillerists finally disembarked into a
ruined city. Bodies lay everywhere and the stench was
terrible. Whole city blocks had been burned to the
ground. The men spent their first nights in bivouac in

German East Asia Brigade
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German naval infantry go sightseeing in Peking dafter the fighting is over.

a state of agitation because enemy patrols constant-
ly approached their position, and edgy guards in turn
fired at anything that moved or that they thought
moved. In spite of that, however, three days after
landing the battery was declared combat ready.

Their first mission was to fire on the Peitan forts.
To do so they were placed under command of the
Russians, who ordered them to deploy behind a near-
by railroad embankment. The position proved so
marshy that rocks and wood had to be used to pro-
vide a firm enough base from which the guns could
be fired. Getting the weapons deployed within the
swampy area took hours. All the while the Chinese
looked down on the struggling Germans, but did
nothing to disturb their work.

At 10:00 am. on 10 September the Chinese forts
did open fire, but most of it simply went over the
Germans’ heads. One round landed close to a gun,
but it did no damage. An hour after starting the Chi-
nese ceased-fire until 2:00 a.m. the next morning,
when they again opened up for a half hour.

At 5:00 am. the German battery fired its first
rounds, along with three Russian artillery units. By
7:00 a.m. the first Chinese fort targeted had been
wrecked. The allies then shifted their fire to the next
two forts in line, which were also soon heavily pun-
ished. The guns’ effectiveness seemed so great a deci-
sion was quickly made to assault the Chinese forts
with infantry.

Sixty German artillerists went in against the forts
in conjunction with some Russian infantry. Casual-
ties were suffered in the advance when the Chinese
set off some previously laid mines. The Russians
raised their flag above the first fort before the Ger-
mans; but then, in the spirit of international cooper-
ation, they also hoisted German and Austro-Hungar-
ian banners.

The forts fell so easily to the assault because after
detonating their mines the Chinese simply ran off,
taking their dead and wounded with them. They did,
however, leave behind a 280mm fortress gun along
with several 150mm and 120mm pieces and other
weapons. Still, the destruction wrought by the allies’
artillery fire was also evident. The third fort, which
the German gunners had also caused to cease-fire,
showed the tremendous effect and accuracy possible
even out to ranges of over 5,300 yards. The German
battery fired a total of 260 rounds during the fort-
clearing action. With the forts reduced, the howitzer
battery was ordered back to its Tengku bivouac,
where illness began to take a toll among the men.

Operations like the one described above became
the norm until the end of October, when the last Box-
er resistance was put down. Negotiations aimed at
making the Chinese pay heavily for the rebellion were
gotten under way; and on 1 February 1901 all anti-
foreign societies were ordered disbanded and all
such activity made punishable by death. <
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A New Synthesis

Eben Barlow is at the center of a new synthesis of
commerce and soldiering. He is head of a highly suc-
cessful private corporate army known as Executive
Outcomes (“EQ” for short). The activities of EO, the
clients it serves, and the trans-national corporate
elite — including the DeBeers diamond cartel, Texa-
co and Gulf-Chevron — which have funded its oper-
ations, offer an intriguing look into the realpolitik of
the emerging new world order. Barlow explains:

As a private corporate entity, EO is able to oper-
ate without the restriction of any particular
nation’s flag leading our soldiers into battle.
Organizations such as the UN and the Organi-
zation of African Unity [OAU] can make use of
EO without partiality in the speedy resolution of
conflict in any given country utilizing our ser-
vices. Our employees have over 5,000 man years
of military knowledge, combat and training
experience.

While western governments in the post-Cold War
era continue to cut back on the manpower of their
capital-intensive armed forces, and are increasingly
unable to sell their constituencies on nation-building
exercises like the Somalia debacle, EO is ready to fill
the void. The company is able to provide private
counter-insurgency operations, peacekeeping forces,
and the muscle for corporations to control gold and
diamond mines, oil and other natural resources in a
variety of failed nations that stretch to the four cor-
ners of the world.

“We offer a variety of services to legitimate gov-
ernments, including infantry training, clandestine
warfare, counter-intelligence programs, reconnais-
sance, escape and evasion, special forces training and
even parachuting,” adds Barlow.

EO is equipped with Soviet-era MiG fighter jets,
Puma and East Bloc helicopters, state-of-the-art artil-
lery, tanks and other armaments. Barlow says EO
boasts an array of no fewer than 500 military advi-
sor/trainers and 3,000 highly skilled multi-national
special forces soldiers.

The long story of Barlow’s involvement in such
activities began with the Apartheid-era South African
Defense Force (SADF), when he moved there from
Northern Rhodesia while still a boy. He joined the
SADF in 1974, and by 1980 was with the 32nd Bat-

The Executive Outcomes Logo (in blue).

talion, known then as South Africa’s foreign legion.
He fought in Angola, assisting the anti-Marxist UNI-
TA (Union for the Total Independence of Angola)
guerrilla army. Later he moved on to military intelli-
gence and then to the Armaments Corp. of South
Africa (ARMSCOR).

His most challenging assignment came when he
headed up the western European section of the Civil
Cooperation Bureau (CCB), which attempted to cir-
cumvent UN-imposed Apartheid sanctions by setting
up front companies overseas. The CCB'’s ability to
import highly sensitive technology for South Africa’s
nuclear program, as well as its alleged assassination
of anti-apartheid activists world-wide, remains an
uncovered mystery to this day.

EQ’s parent company is the South African based
Strategic Resource Corporation (SRC). EO exists in
SRC’s corporate universe as just one satellite in a Sys-
tem of 32 companies involved in a plethora of min-
ing, air charter and security concerns. The satellite
companies are registered in places as far apart as
Capetown, the Bahamas and the Isle of Man.

Since 1993, Companies House in London has car-
ried a record of Executive Outcomes, Ltd., with
offices in Hampshire, UK. Barlow and the British
national who became his wife after the company filed
(and after his divorce from a South African wife) are
named as the holders of 70 percent of its capital.

Keeping EO’s title and paperwork in the United
Kingdom serves a two-fold purpose. First, London is
well known as a center of international weapons and
security dealing. Second, it helps deflect negative cov-
erage away from South African President Nelson
Mandela and the ANC (African National Council), who
have used the reconstituted elite apartheid forces,
including EO, to engage and defeat their Angola-
based Cold War enemy UNITA and then install the
MPLA to power in the former Portuguese colony.

Genesis & Evolution

The genesis of EO came in 1989, during the dying
days of apartheid, when ANC leader Nelson Mandela
ordered former South African President F.W. deKlerk
to dismantle the SADF special forces units. He did
that in the hope of aborting a right-wing Afrikaner
coup against the takeover of South Africa by their
long time Marxist enemy.
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One of the formations targeted for demobilization,
32nd Battalion, was at the time reputed to be among
the finest military units in the world. The 32nd Bat-
talion boasted successes like the thwarting of the
Cold War invasion of South Africa’s northern neigh-
bor Angola, which had been spearheaded by an elite
contingent of Soviet, Cuban, East Bloc and North Kor-
ean soldiers. Other legendary SADF units, including
the counter-insurgency unit Kovoet (from the Afri-
kaans for “crowbar”), all of the recce units, and the
shadowy Civil Cooperation Bureau, were similarly
slated for dismantling.

Faced with the prospect of being thrown out of the
army he’d served so well, not to mention the apoca-
lyptic end of three centuries of Afrikaner cultural
struggle, Barlow decided to form EO. Since then EO
units have fought in southern and western Africa,
South America and the Far East. For example, one of
its first jobs was to help a South American drug
enforcement agency conduct raids against local pro-
ducers. Other EO operations, stretching from Angola
to Sierra Leone and from Sri Lanka to Papua New
Guinea, have always involved millions of dollars in
cash payments, which were augmented by mining,
logging and oil rights to lucrative geologic deposits.

“Tt’s kind of ironic that when Eben fought for apar-
theid, the white race, anti-communism and Christ-
ianity, he wound up without any money and was
shoved out the door,” says Willem Ratte, a former
member of the Rhodesian Selous Scouts, and the man
who trained Barlow in combat skills. It was Ratte who
ran South Africa’s war in Angola. Among his fright-
eningly maverick strategies was one involving the in-
filtration of AIDS-infected prostitutes among Cuba’s
50,000 troops then in Africa. That unleashed what
amounted to an AIDS plague, which the soldiers
eventually carried back to Castro’s homeland.

United Kingd ‘

Date: Active since Sept. 1993

Activity: Unknown

Associated companies: Heritage
Oll & Gas, Branch Intl., Branch
Energy, Sandine Infl., Capricorne / .=
Systems Lid. ‘

il

 Sierra Leonea/eﬁ B " — Ugan i
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aalastn : © Activities: Protection for mining
Activifies: Training of the RSLMF, DN : cDmpm;ies g

combat role against the FUR
Contrgcl: US$26.4 million (est.)
Associated companies: Lifeguard,

Branch Energy, DiamondWorks. Branch Energy, He"‘.*f‘g,e ol & i
i T el . )
R g s South Africa . ‘ { c
Date: (2) 1992 - Jan, 1996 e o Date: Active since 1989 \ 5
Activities: Capture of the Soyo oil installations, % — gl Activities: Tfoining of the SADF and )N . \\\‘ 4,
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DiamondWorks, Heritage OIl & Gas.
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Unkhnotowe Sizwei personnel, protection for
mining companies t—
Contract: Unknown :
Associated companies: Strategic Resources
Corp., Ibis Air, Lifeguard, Saracen, Falconer
Systems, Bridge Intl., Crossed Swords.

Executive Outcomes founder Eeben Barlow.

“Now that he’s fighting on the side of our enemies
in Angola, and on behalf of the interests of multi-
national corporations, he’s become a wealthy man,”
adds Ratte. “Eben is a capable soldier. He once told
me he was angry about the sellout to the communists
by the ANC of South Africa. In the end, perhaps he

~ Executive Outcomes' Worldwide Ventures

et

Date: Unknown

Sudan

guerrillas

*
s

Kenya (rumoured)

. Contract: Unknown

Date: Summer 1996 -
Activities: Training Burundi Hutu

Contract: Unknown

~ Indonesia (rumoured)

Date: 1996 (2)

Activities: Advising for an anti-
guerrilla operation

Contract: Unknown

Associated companies: Unknown

Papua New Guinea

Date:'Jan. 1997 - March 1997

Activities: Training of the PNGDF,
combat role against the BRA

Contract: US$36 million

Associated companies: Sandine Inl.

_| Activities: Protection of oil inferests in
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SADF Special Forces: Willem Ratte.

figured if the Marxists were going to take over our
country anyway, why not make $40 million in the
process?”

As for Barlow, he still calls his former mentor Rat-
te “simply the finest, most professional soldier ever
trained by the SADE.”

Though Barlow is today at odds with Ratte and
numbers of other former SADF soldiers who see him
as having betrayed Afrikaanerdom, he defends his
right to change “along with the new South Africa.”

“We’ve undergone a paradigm shift in conscious-
ness — in our interpretation of reality,” explains
South African political analyst Ed Cain, editor of the
erudite journal Signposts. “We are living in the post-
Christian era. The free world and the former com-
munist world are being merged. There are no more
countries, no more Japanese, no more Mexicans.
There are only rich and poor, hi-tech and low-tech,
. F TRAL
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UNITA soldiers on parade.

northern and southern hemispheres. It’s almost like
a new form of ‘virtual apartheid.”

Into Angola

It was Barlow’s connections with the DeBeers dia-
mond cartel that helped fund EO’s start up. Perhaps
coincidentally, he was hired to handle their corporate
counter-intelligence operations while the diamond
monolith was experiencing the greatest crisis in its
100-plus years of existence. In 1990, DeBeers — which
accounts for half the world’s diamond supply, boasts
$21 billion in assets and is headed by the Oppen-
heimer family — was suffering from the breakdown of
a secret Cold War arrangement with the Soviets.

During the 1950s and the darkest days of Cold
War, news of rich diamond discoveries in Soviet
Siberia unleashed shock waves throughout that mar-
ket. DeBeers stock fell 25 percent the day it became
known its tidy monopoly was threatened. Undaunted
by his own reputation as a staunch anti-communist,
Harry Oppenheimer sent several Afrikaner represen-
tatives to the Kremlin to strike a deal. The offer they
carried was aimed at buying all of the USSR’s pro-
duction of rough diamonds. The negotiations were
carried out and completed through various of
DeBeers’ European subsidiaries, unknown to the gov-
ernment of South Africa and the CIA. The deal held,
despite the fact it had to be renegotiated several
times — with newly privatized Russian corporations
and a new government ministry — after the fall of
the Soviet Union in the early 1990s.

Closer to home, though, the Oppenheimers en-
countered a new threat to their diamond monopoly
when the anti-communist Angolan guerrilla army of
UNITA began dumping about $1 billion in diamonds
onto the Dutch and Belgian markets from the mines
they’d secured during the civil war against the ruling
MPLA (Portuguese acronym for Popular Movement
for the Liberation of Angola). Complicating that affair
still further was the fact UNITA was also the sworn
enemy of the ANC, and provided haven for anti-Marx-
ist guerrillas and Afrikaner extremists. It was there-
fore with the blessing of both the ANC and DeBeers
that many from the apartheid-era’s elite SADF units
began to be reorganized and EO was awarded its first
contract for a major strategic operation.

“In 1993 EO was invited by SONANGOL, the Angol-
an Oil Parastatal Corporation, to train their security
force and to guard their oil fields,” says Barlow. “Then
we also trained the MPLA’s 16th Brigade. Our first
operations commenced in February 1994. At the time
UNITA controlled roughly 80 percent of Angola.”

Fighting against one of the very resistance forces
he’d earlier nurtured, Barlow and EO brought the 19-
year-old war to a lightning end that surprised mili-
tary experts around the world. “By February 1995,
UNITA controlled only 20 percent of the country.
They failed to win a single engagement after EO was
deployed, and in all honesty they were on the verge
of total military collapse. They knew then their only
hope was to sue for peace,” Barlow summarizes.

South Africa expert and Congressional aide Brad
Phillips says: “UNITA was under tremendous pres-
sure from EO and the UN. They had been abandoned
by the old South Africa, the CIA and the US State Dep-
artment. The current regime in Angola, the MPLA, is
perpetuated by the continued support of US corpo-
rations like Gulf-Chevron and Texaco.”

Oddly, EO’s intervention has drawn little interest
from the international media. US coverage has been
limited to a one-page article in Newsweek, a short
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segment on 60 Minutes, and small articles in the New
York Times and Los Angeles Times. The media cover-
age and “spin” on the events in Angola have appar-
ently been influenced by multi-national corporate
interconnections. For example, William Keller, the
lead correspondent covering Angola for the New York
Times, has written pieces trashing UNITA, while at
the same time his father George M. Keller was serv-
ing as Chevron’s chief executive officer.

“It’s incredible that EO can operate a private army
of 3,000 mercenaries in relative anonymity,” says
Peter Hammond, a former SADF recce unit member
who now heads Frontline Fellowship, a South African
relief organization. He goes on to say:

In EO one has a vast amount of ex-SADF, Israeli,
Portuguese and Brazilian mercenaries operat-
ing without any ethical considerations. Where is
the concern of the CIA, US State Department
and the American presidential candidates on
this issue? We're talking about private wars
funded by multi-national corporations for con-
trol of natural resources that — aside from thrift
and the application of knowledge — are the
source of creation for all wealth.

Indeed, in forsaking their old UNITA allies, Barlow
and EO took their first step into an uncharted new
world. Along the way, Barlow was also able to finally
resolve some long standing issues of the Angolan
wars. He said:

My big question all along was this, why didn’t
people ever question the lack of direction and
will the South African soldiers had to endure due
to those at the top of our former government
who didn’t want the border war to end? During
those years we fought a war to enrich certain
people while the general public was being fed
disinformation. Perhaps it’s time someone asked
how the personnel of EO could turn the tide of
that war in 18 months, something the SADF was
never permitted to do over a period of 15 years.

MPLA Special Forces.

Barlow argues that during the their war in Angola
the South African Foreign Affairs Office was com-
promised by men he claims had close ties with UNI-
TA and the ivory, teak wood and diamonds that
flowed into Afrikaner coffers from there over two
decades. From that viewpoint, Barlow sees the change
in his own life being that he is now no longer fight-
ing as a pawn, an easily expendable piece on any
Chess board, but is now himself a king maker and
finally in control of his own destiny. Says Ed Cain:

By destroying UNITA on behalf of the ANC, UN,
the US State Department and multi-national cor-
porations, EO seems to be doing the dirty work
of the trans-national, northern hemisphere elite.
Again, this is the reality of the new world eco-
nomic system. Multi-national corporations span
the globe, armed with capital, technology, pro-
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i Puma Helicopter used by Executive Outcomes.

] paganda and military might, always searching
for the cheapest possible labor, most accessible
| markets and, of course, natural resources. Now
| the big oil interests in the UK have EO to help
them recolonize Africa in a de facto, mercantilist
fashion. The Red Coats of the British Empire just
can’t march in any more.

EO pulled out of Angola on 11 January 1996,
despite the fact that meant leaving behind several of
their own as POW/MIAs. One of those abandoned is
former SADF recce member Neil Bezuidenhout. His
mother Mrs. Judith Bezuidenhout is vocal in her crit-
icism of EO’s recruitment procedures: “EO said Neil
would only be guarding the oil fields, and that was a
bold-faced lie. EO has been very uncooperative with
me in regard to finding Neil. I've heard [first] he was
shot in the head and left behind. I later heard he was
alive and working in the diamond mines for UNITA as
a POW.”

(]

Sierra Leone

In 1995 the ruling military counsel in the west
African nation of Sierra Leone contracted with EO to
restructure and retrain their army to better fight the
rebel Revolutionary United Front. In February 1996,
just six weeks after an officers’ coup overthrew the
president, that government was to hold the first mul-
ti-party elections in the country since 1977. EO was
tasked with the job of stopping the civil war that
broke out in the wake of the coup.

It was an unusual conflict, with pockets of fighting
spread around remote areas of Sierra Leone. Not sur-
prisingly, the first of those areas EO was commis-
sioned to subdue were the ones rich in minerals.
Once again it was large corporate concerns that were
behind EO’s choice of strategy. This time it was
Branch Energy, a South African mining firm with gold
and diamond interests in Sierra Leone.

But EO’s operations in Sierra Leone are even more
complex, and were guided by a mercurial British
entrepreneur and ex-military man named Anthony
Buckingham, who has links to both Branch Energy
and an English company called Sandline Internation-
al. Sandline was co-founded by Buckingham and
Simon Mann, a former SAS officer. The UK corpora-
tion is a mirror image of EO, and the two companies
have worked together several times. In fact, Sandline
and EO share a UK office at Plaza 107 Kings Road,
Chelsea. In another arrangement, Sandline and
Branch Energy also share offices at 535 Kings Road,
London.

In a game of corporate Wheel-of-Fortune, Branch
Energy was bought out by Carson Gold, which in turn
was taken over by Diamond Works, Ltd. Diamond
Works is itself financed by Ivanhoe Capital Corp. of
Singapore. Clearly, the chief problem in trying to
comprehend the ultimate benefactors of EQ’s activi-
ties comes from this labyrinth of bankrolling organi-
zations.

Papua New Guinea

Papua New Guinea (PNG) is a nation made up of
over 600 islands lying just north of Australia. The
site of pristine beaches and steaming river valleys,
it’s roughly the size of California. Home to 4 million
people who collectively speak over 700 languages
and dialects, PNG has a tumultuous history. It was
earlier part of both the German and British colonial
empires, then an Australian colony until 1975.

PNG is also home to the longest war in the Pacific
since World War II. The impetus behind that struggle
comes from the existence of the most ecologically
unsound open-pit copper mine on earth, located on
the island of Bougainville. Roughly the size of the
state of Connecticut, Bougainville sits 500 miles
northwest of Port Moresby.

The Bougainville copper mine — for a time the
world’s largest at two-third’s of a mile deep, 2.4 miles
wide and 3.6 miles long — has been entirely off-line
for the past nine and a half years. When it was run-
ning at full capacity it yielded copper and other ores
worth $500 million per year. Australian mining con-
cerns and other foreign shareholders took 80 percent

of those profits, while the PNG govern-

TMMY GUNNER 15’
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ment got the remaining 20 percent. The
locals were left with virtually nothing
beyond the ever worsening environmen-
tal pollution.

Some local villagers finally revolted
against the situation. They struck, armed

NEWLY PAINTED OLD GLORY PEWTER

only with bows and arrows, a few home-
made guns and some stolen dynamite.
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GERMANS © U.S. ¢ RUSSIANS © JAPANESE ° BRITISH mine, which took away over half of PNG’s

overall export earnings. Unable to crush

BUYERS & SELLERS W.W.II FIGURES the rebels with his own nation’s army,
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PNG leader Sir Julius Chan chose the mer-
cenary option. Leading the Sandline/EO
charge into PNG was Tim Spicer, a 20 year
veteran of the Scots Guards who’d served
with distinction in the Falkland Islands,
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Northern Ireland, Cyprus, and as a spokesman for the
UN peacekeeping operation in Bosnia.

Strangely — or perhaps by this point it should be
called characteristically — during this period EO
began denying it had any connection with Sandline.
On EO’s internet homepage (http://www.eo.com) the
following declaration appeared: “EO will state for the
record that it has no affiliation with a company
referred to as Sandline International.” Later, howev-
er, another message appeared, this one admitting EO
had indeed been “subcontracted as military advisors”
by Sandline.

At any rate, in PNG the Sandline/EO mercenaries
were given three main objectives: 1) retrain and then
lead the PNG special forces; 2) destroy the Bougain-
ville Revolutionary Army (BRA); and 3) rescue the five
PNG government soldiers earlier taken captive by the
rebels.

EO/Sandline set up base camp at Urimo, a 37,000
acre government cattle station located 22 miles from
Wewak, in northwest PNG. Seventy South African
mercenaries arrived, ferried in on helicopter gun-
ships leased from an undisclosed source in Belarus.

But the $36 million fee to be paid to EO/Sandline,
who also sought a venture stake in the copper mine
once it reopened, still had to be raised by the cash-
strapped PNG government. PNG Foreign and Defense
Minister Mathaias Ijape and Finance Minister Chris
Haiveta were therefore sent on a mission to Hong
Kong, where they negotiated a buyout of RTZ-CRA’s
majority shareholding in the Bougainville copper
mine. (RTZ-CRA is a UK based company with mining
interest in many former colonies of the old British
Empire.)

With the mine seemingly coming back into play,
the share price of its controlling company, Bougain-
ville Copper, Ltd., which had been languishing at 40¢
a share since the start of the rebellion, suddenly
jumped to 62¢. Some 643,200 shares quickly
changed hands, most apparently sold by the PNG
government in an attempt to recoup the $20 million
pre-payment deposit they had already given to San-
dline/EO.

A second Sandline/EO payment scheme was also
put in motion by the PNG leadership. This one saw
the skimming of $30 million from the receipts of
another recent stock offering, Orogen Minerals, an
Australian corporation that serves as the holding
company for the PNG government’s other lucrative
natural resource projects. That money was deposited
in a previously dormant trust account for a firm
called Roadco. Roadco was in turn linked with an out-
fit called the North Fly Highway Development Co.
This complex payment structuring was put in place
to foil accountants in PNG from the World Bank,
which had just released $25 million to that govern-
rrient as part of an international debt restructuring
plan.

It was along this paper trail the whole scenario
then unravelled. Australian Prime Minister John
Howard stated the hiring of EO “could cause long
term damage to PNG’s international standing.”

The Queensland Minister for Health, Mike Horan,
addressing a Sandline request for details on the kinds
of medical assistance available for wounded soldiers,
wrote back: “Any [such wounded] soldiers would
have to get immigration clearance from the Aus-
tralian High Commission in Port Moresby.”

Then, outraged at the thought of his men fighting
and dying to enrich Sandline/EO, PNG Brig. Gen. Jer-
Iy Singirok led a revolt against the Chan government.

COMMAND MAGAZINE

The Sandline/EO mercenaries were soon arrested and
deported, while Haiveta and Ijape were forced to
resign. Chan himself was sent packing in new elec-
tions. With that the Orogen stock, which had reached
a high of $4.50 per share, plummeted to $2.95. As
for explaining how everything could have gone so
badly so quickly, one Australian military man com-
mented: “Sandline and EO stepped on some big toes.
Either some competing corporation didn’t want that
copper mine reopened, or the World Bank wanted
their loan money back.”

Aided by a peace initiative headed by New Zealand
Foreign Minister Don McKinnon, the PNG government
and BRA have since made up. A truce was signed at
Hurnham military base, outside Christchurch, on 23
January 1998. The five PNG soldiers held by the BRA
were also released.

°
An Enigma

Much like the mysteriously compelling Cigarette
Smoking Man of X-Files fame, Eben Barlow remains an
enigma within the rapidly changing international sys-
tem. There have always been mercenaries influencing
the evolution of nations, but never before has one
such group accomplished so much with so little. Adds
Ratte: “The Boer War of 1899 to 1902 was the first
modern guerrilla war. Similarly, the Afrikaners of EO
are once again leading us into a new era of corporate
warfare. Though he’s been to the puppet show and
seen the strings, I wonder if Eben truly understands
his place in the grand scheme of things.”

In the end, EO’s actions to date pose a great many
questions. Is EO an icon for a new effort toward glob-
al white supremacy? Are they trying to create a 21st
century British neo-Empire? Are they establishing
what political scientists are coming to call “pol-
yarchy,” wherein Third World elites are effectively
controlled by the trans-national elite of the northern
hemisphere? Are they just antsy ex-cold warriors
who’ve otherwise run out of countries and ideologies
for which to fight? Has the apartheid era ended in
South Africa only to go global in the economic sense?

Since they're clearly men who’ve “been to the pup-
pet show and seen the strings,” Eben Barlow and the
others of EO can surely offer some answers. But per-
haps they’re too afraid to speak up. S
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Naseby, 1645
The @eczswe C&r

harles I and the rebellious British Parliament

ad been under way for almost three years.
Though fighting had engulfed most of England, and
had also involved both Scotland and Ireland, neither
side had yet gained the decisive advantage.

The campaigns of 1644 had seen some of the
fiercest fighting of the war. With the support of their
Scottish allies, the Parliamentarian forces had won a
crushing victory over the Royalist armies of Prince

@the spring of 1645 the struggle between King

Oliver Cromwell, 1599-1658, by Chris Collingwood.
Portrait circa 1651. (Cranston Fine Arts)

Cromwell at Dunbar, by Albert Gow.

Rupert and the Marquis of Newcastle at the great Bat-
tle of Marston Moor (2 July). That victory gave Par-
liament control of most of northern England, apart
from a few stubbornly resisting garrisons. But its
effects were partly outweighed by a string of Royal-
ist successes in the south, culminating in the sur-
render of a Parliamentarian army in Cornwall and the
failure to destroy the king’s heavily outnumbered
force at the Second Battle of Newbury (28 October).
As one Parliamentarian writer ruefully complained:
“Our victories were put into a bag full of holes.”

As the campaigning season of 1644 drew to a
close, both sides sought a means to break the stale-
mate when active operations were resumed in the
spring.

] (] [ ]

Recrimination & Reform

Parliament’s failure, despite its greatly superior
resources, to overwhelm the Royalists in 1644 led to
a storm of recrimination among its leaders, who can
all be put into two broad categories. Most numerous
were the political and religious moderates, mainly
Presbyterians. They’d formed the bulk of the original -
opposition to King Charles and, while favoring a curb
on royal power, they feared the social and political
consequences of a triumph so complete the monarch
was overthrown. They were also uneasy about fight-
ing the man who, for all his faults, they still regard-
ed as their legitimate ruler. Their attitude was sum-
med up in a comment by the Earl of Manchester,
commander of the powerful Army of the Eastern
Association, who’d dragged his heels ever since Mar-
ston Moor: “I beseech you, let’s consider what to do.
The king cares not how oft he fights; but it concerns
us to be wary, for in fighting we venture all to noth-
ing. If we fight him 100 times and beat him 99, we
shall be hanged; we shall lose our estates, and our
posterities be undone.”

That outlook was anathema to the other main Par-
liamentarian faction, the political and religious radi-
cals known as the Independents. Their program was

ISSUE 52




1 P peediNad et WH S e TR

L T
1

moving inexorably toward an outcome that would
involve the removal of the king and the end of the
monarchy. Though in the minority, the Independents,
headed by the politician Sir Henry Vane and by Oliv-
er Cromwell, Manchester’s second-in-command and
lieutenant general of horse, more than compensated
for that by their energy and single-mindedness of
purpose.

Determined to press the war to complete victory,
during the winter the Independents’ leaders skilfully
orchestrated a political operation known as the Self-
Denying Ordinance. Its effect was to remove such dis-
credited generals as Manchester, the Earl of Essex,
and Sir William Waller, and also put in motion a far-
reaching reorganization of the Parliamentarian
forces.

The three main armies, those of the Earl of Essex,
Manchester and Waller, were to be disbanded and
their units reorganized and brought up to full
strength in a new formation, popularly known as the
New Model Army. That force, once properly trained,
equipped and paid, would be tasked with carrying
out the final overthrow of the king’s armies.

Though the Independents would probably have
liked to see Cromwell in command of the New Mod-
el Army, they weren’t yet strong enough to impose
their will so fully. Instead, on 21 January 1645, that
command was given to 33-year-old Sir Thomas Fair-
fax, the modest second-in-command of Parliament’s
northern forces, whose reputation had grown steadi-
ly through the fluctuating fortunes of nearly three
years of campaigning. A political moderate, Fairfax
was regarded as a compromise candidate but, never
a figurehead, he proved a capable commander to
whom the New Model Army owed most of its success,
and perhaps even its survival.

Parliament’s new army was to total 22,000 men,
with an establishment of 11 regiments of horse, each
with 600 men, 12 regiments of foot, each nominally
1,200 strong, and 1,000 dragoons. But actually rais-
ing those formations proved difficult. The cavalry
were fairly easily found, the bulk of them being pro-
vided by the fine and highly motivated troopers of
the Eastern Association, built around Cromwell’s
famous “double regiment,” the “Ironsides.” But the
foot were another matter. The surviving units of the
old armies, understrength, unpaid and disgruntled,
provided less than half the men called for. So the
ranks had to be filled with about 7,000 recruits, most
of them reluctant conscripts who deserted at every
opportunity.

Fairfax was lucky in having as his major general

“of foot a competent veteran, Phillip Skippon. The oth-

er key post, lieutenant general of the horse and sec-
ond-in-command of the New Model Army, was for the
moment left vacant, but few doubted it would even-
tually be filled by Cromwell.

Throughout the early spring, Fairfax and Skippon,
aided by a team of carefully selected experienced
officers, worked frantically to get the army into fight-
ing shape. Many among them recognized what a gam-
ble the new force was, and had grave doubts about its
chances of success. Much would depend on the plans
of King Charles and his commanders, and on how
quickly they moved.

Royalist Plans

At first glance the Royalist high command might
have had some reasons for satisfaction at the out-
come of the 1644 campaign. Despite the defeat at
Marston Moor, the king’s armies in the south had
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more than held their own against superior Parlia-
mentarian forces. But that rosy picture didn’t stand
up to close examination. The defeat in the north had
not only cost the king large areas of territory, but
with them their resources in manpower and the
North Sea ports that were valuable landing points for
foreign munitions.

The area left under Royalist control, apart from a
dwindling number of isolated garrisons, consisted of
Wales, the West Midlands and the southwest of Eng-
land. Even there the king lacked the secure grip Par-
liament had on most of its territory. Not only did the
Royalists face the constant threat of enemy attack,
their power base was insufficient to match enemy
resources; and the ever-growing demands of the
armies were leading to mounting unrest among the
civilian population.

The Royalist armies ended the 1644 campaign in
little better shape than those of Parliament. They
were also badly understrength, with their comman-
ders frequently at odds among themselves. In Nov-
ember, King Charles appointed his nephew, Prince
Rupert, commander of all his armies. The idea was
for Rupert to carry out the same kind of reform being
conducted in the opposing camp, but in the case of
the Royalists those measures were to be largely still-
born. In part that was due to Rupert’s lack of tact and
his unpopularity; but more of the blame lay with
Charles, who failed to give him consistent backing.

Royalist Plan
of Campaign

Spring 1645
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In southwest England, for example, the prince was
not only unable to impose his authority over bicker-
ing generals such as Lord George Goring and Sir
Richard Grenvile, but the king’s decision in March
1645 to set up a semi-independent Council of the
West, under the titular authority of the young Prince
of Wales, further weakened Rupert. Wales, though
still largely in Royalist hands, was becoming both
exhausted and fractious under the king’s constant
demands for recruits.

There were doubts whether the Cavaliers would be
able to withstand pressure from a revitalized Parlia-
mentarian army. The king was warned his cause
wouldn’t be able to survive beyond another six
months unless he secured foreign help.

Rupert seems to have had no illusion about the
likely outcome of a prolonged war. Unlike his uncle,

who continued to nurture increasingly fantastic
hopes of support from Ireland or the continent, the
prince hoped for no more than a negotiated peace
made from a position of military advantage. The
question was how to achieve that.

In the spring of 1645 the Royalist high command
had three options. One was to stay on the strategic
defensive in the hope of holding off the enemy long
enough for foreign support to materialize. But even
if such aid had any basis in reality, the Royalists were
probably no longer strong enough to withstand the
weight of Parliament’s onslaught for long enough.

Second, in a course favored by a number of the
king’s advisers, including his secretary of state Lord
George Digby, and Lt. Gen. George Goring, comman-
der of his main army in the west, the Royalists should
concentrate all available troops and fall on the New

Chronology

1625
Accession of Charles I.

1625-29
Tension grows between king and Parliament over the extent
of royal power.

1629
Charles decides to rule without Parliament.

1629-40
The period of personal rule. Growing opposition to the
king’s methods of taxation and religious policy.

1639
First Scots War erupts after the king attempts to force the
new Prayer Book on that nation.

1640
The king is forced to summon a new Parliament to pay the
costs of the war. The Second Bishops’ War results in
another defeat for Charles. On 3 November the Long Par-
liament meets and begins arresting the king’s leading
supporters.

1641
Parliament continues passing legislation limiting royal
powers.

1642
January 4: The king fails in his attempt to arrest leading
opponents in Parliament. The final breakdown of nego-
tiations follows.

August 22: The king raises his standard at Nottingham; the
Civil War begins.

October 23: The Battle of Edgehill results in a marginal
Royalist victory.

November 13: The Royalist advance on London is halted at
Turnham Green.

1643
July: Royalist victories in the west; Rupert storms Bristol.

August 10-September 5: The king fails to take Gloucester.

September 20: The First Battle of Newbury; the king fails to
defeat the Earl of Essex.
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September 25: Parliament and Scotland sign an alliance
known as the “Solemn League and Covenant.”

October 11: Fairfax and Cromwell defeat the Royalists at
Winceby.

1644
January 19: The Scots invade England.

January 25: Fairfax defeats the Royalists at Nantwich.
April 18: The Parliamentarians lay siege to York.

July 2: After relieving York, Rupert is defeated at Marston
Moor. The north is afterward lost to King Charles.

September 2: Essex’s foot surrender at Lostwithiel.

September: Montrose’ first campaign in Scotland; his vic-
tories continue the following summer.

October 27: The Second Battle of Newbury. The Parlia-
mentarians fail to defeat King Charles.

December 19: The Self-Denying Ordinance is passed by
Parliament.

January 21: Fairfax is appcl)gﬁczd general of the New Mod-
el Army.

February 2: The Parliamentarians surprise Shrewsbury.

May 31: Rupert storms Leicester.

June 14: The Battle of Naseby.

July 10: Fairfax defeats Goring at Langport.

September 12: Rupert surrenders Bristol.

September 13: Montrose is defeated at Philliphaugh.

1646
February 18: The Royalists are defeated at Torrington.

March 21: The last Royalist army is destroyed at Stow-on-
the-Wold.

May 8: King Charles surrenders to the Scots.
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Model Army to try to crush it at birth. That was an =~ — . N\
attractive plan, but it also had a number of practical e
difficulties, not least the fact the king would find it
hard to muster a sufficiently large army without risk-
ing losing important areas to Parliament’s regional
forces.

Finally there was the plan pressed by Rupert him-
self and Sir Marmaduke Langdale, commander of the
northern horse. That was to make the recovery of
northern England the principal objective of the 1645
campaign. If Goring and his veteran cavalry kept the
New Model Army occupied in the west, it should then
be fairly easy to defeat the weakened Scottish army,
already distracted by the victories there of the Roy-
alist Marquis of Montrose. With the Scots and the rel-
atively weak northern Parliamentarian forces out of
the way, and recruits from those areas presumably
again flocking to his banner, Charles could turn
south in overwhelming force against the New Model
Army.

For a time Rupert seemed to be getting his way.
But his opponents on the council of war remained - o
unconvinced, and the prince couldn’t rely on the e e
king’s support. Whatever strategy the Royalists final- y Royalist © =3
ly chose to follow, there was only a narrow window of g s .
opportunity before the New Model Army would be | § Xm 100
ready to take the field. Speed was essential. oy

The Campaign Begins

Rupert hoped to begin his move north in April,

The Naseby Campaign
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miles into the west of England to relieve Taunton,
under siege by Goring’s forces. But on 8 May, as he

and feverish preparations continued through the
winter, with munitions, supplies and recruits being
mustered at the king’s headquarters in Oxford and
in the prince’s own area of operations along the
Welsh border. But problems began almost at once.
First Rupert and his brother Prince Maurice were
diverted by the need to relieve the key garrison of
Chester. Local Parliamentarians took advantage of
their absence to surprise Shrewsbury, another impor-
tant post on the Welsh border. Then the princes were
further delayed by an uprising of local dissidents in
Herefordshire. Finally Charles, entrusted with the
task of bringing the vital artillery and munitions train
from Oxford to rendezvous in Worcestershire with
the rest of the army, dragged his feet.

Well aware of Royalist preparations, and of the
need to win time for the New Model Army to put
itself on a war footing, the Committee of Both King-
doms, the directing body of Parliament’s overall war
effort, unleashed Oliver Cromwell with a brigade of
1,500 horse and dragoons with orders to disrupt the
king’s forces around Oxford. Starting on 23 April,
Cromwell over the next few days carried out one of
the classic cavalry raids of the English Civil War,
charging through Royalist camps, causing wide-
spread alarm and, most importantly, driving off
many of the 400 draught horses the king needed to
move his artillery.

Though Goring, brought up quickly from the west,
eventually forced Cromwell to withdraw, the damage
had been done. The king was unable to march until
Rupert and Maurice came to Oxford with more
draught animals and cavalry to escort them. It was 4
May before that happened, and vital time had been
lost.

But the Committee of Both Kingdoms threw away
most of the advantage Cromwell had just won for
them. With the New Model Army then totaling about
15,000 men and ready for action, they ordered Fair-
fax not to concentrate against the king and Rupert,
but to take his whole force on a march of over 100
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reached Blandford in Dorset, Fairfax received new
orders. He was to send only a detachment of 3,000
foot and 1,500 horse to Taunton, while the rest of

The New Nodel Army:
Myths & Realities

The popular image of the New Model Army as a highly dis-
ciplined and religiously motivated elite — the Waffen SS of the
English Civil War — is wrong in a number of important res-
pects. First, the concept of a reworked army was far from
unique, since both the Royalists and Scots were to attempt sim-
ilar reorganizations in the course of the war.

The New Model Army consisted of an amalgamation of
already existing units from the old armies, filled out with usu-
ally reluctant conscripts. It was formed primarily in an attempt
to solve the endemic problem of growing numbers of weak and
over-officered units that were both ineffective and costly to
maintain. Though it’s true Cromwell and the Independents
brought their political and religious influences to bear in its
formation, in 1645 those were still fairly limited; and the moti-
vation of many in the rank and file, especially among the
infantry, was still low. That was demonstrated by the fact that,
though he did have some success in tightening discipline and
reducing indiscriminate looting, Fairfax was unable to prevent
thousands of his men from deserting their opening campaign.
Contemporaries also commented on the remarkably high lev-
el of drunkenness displayed by his men during the new army’s
first campaign.

The forging of the New Model Army into the finest profes-
sional force of its age took time; it was built on its mens’ grow-
ing confidence in themselves and their officers, which came
about as the result of a long run of military success. It was that,
as well as religious and ideologic factors, along with grievances
over pay arrears, which eventually led the New Model Army to
become politicized. But in 1645 all that still lay several years in
the future. The New Model Army was then still and untried
force, a gamble that many on both sides didn’t expect to suc-
ceed.
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the army turned back toward
Oxford. With Cromwell and his
cavalry still absent, the New
Model Army was thus split into
three separated bodies, and the
Royalists might have been able
to defeat it in detail.

Meanwhile, also on 8 May, the
king had united his army of
6,000 horse and just over 5,000
foot at Stow-on-the-Wold, and
there called a council of war to
once and for all decide what to
do. The upshot was an order
sending Goring and his 3,000
horse back to the west country,
while Rupert and the king con-

Pikeman of the King’s Life-

tinued with the northern march, relieving Chester
enroute. Rupert has frequently been condemned for
this plan, which critics claimed came from his jeal-
ousy of Goring; but it had always been intended the
latter act as a counter to the New Model Army in the
south and west. The error actually lay in failing to
take into account Goring’s well known unreliability,
and to ensure he understood shadowing the New
Model Army was his priority.

The departure of Goring also cost the king the ser-
vices of many of his best horsemen. But though that
cavalry could be replaced, numerically at least, the
need to pick up detachments from Royalist garrisons
in the West Midlands still slowed the rate of the
king’s march north. At first Cromwell and his brigade
shadowed his column, keeping 15 to 20 miles to the
east; but on 16 May Cromwell was recalled to join
Fairfax, who’d been given new instructions that were
not to his liking.

guard, Chris Collingwood
(Cranston Fine Arts)

Apparently swayed by reports the Royalist capital
was ready to surrender, the Committee of Both King-

‘The Commanders

Parliamentarians

Sir Thomas Fairfax (1612-1671). After gaining his first mil-
itary experience in the Low Countries and on King Charles’
abortive campaigns against the Scots Covenanters, Fairfax
served in the opening years of the Civil War as second-in-
command to his father in the campaigns in the north of
England. He proved an excellent fighting soldier, with vic-
tories to his credit at Wakefield and Nantwich; though at
times his impulsiveness got him into trouble. Normally
modest and tongue-tied, “Black Tom” became transformed
in battle and was loved by his men.

Oliver Cromwell (1599-1658). Cromwell had no military
experience prior to the Civil War, and he owed his initial
postings to his political influence. But he soon proved him-
self a capable officer who understood the importance of
discipline and motivation. In a series of actions in eastern
England during the summer and autumn of 1643, he began
to gain a reputation as a leader of cavalry, and that ability
was confirmed at Marston Moor. Nevertheless, Cromwell’s
military importance during the First Civil War (1642-46)
has been exaggerated by posterity. His true claims to mili-
tary greatness are to be found in his later victories at Pre-
ston, Dunbar and Worcester.

Phillip Skippon (? -1660). A professional soldier most of
his life, Skippon served on the continent and later com-
manded the London Trained Bands and the Earl of Essex’s
foot. Possibly because of the wound he received there, Skip-
pon didn’t play a prominent role after Naseby. A blunt, effi-
cient soldier, he was popular with his men, for whom he
wrote books of religious devotions with rude and humor-
ous verses interspersed.

Henry Ireton (1611-1651). Later to be Cromwell’s son-in-
law, it was probably due to the older man’s influence Ireton
was appointed commissary general of horse (second in
command of cavalry) in the New Model Army. He had lim-
ited military ability, and was later more notable for the
determination with which he pressed for the execution of
King Charles I.

Royalists
King Charles I (1600-1649). Charles had no real military
experience prior to the Civil War, when he became supreme
commander of the Royalist forces. His characteristic mix-

ture of stubbornness and weakness, each usually displayed
at the wrong time, proved a serious hindrance to his side’s
war effort. Though Charles (on little actual evidence) is
sometimes credited with playing a part in the Royalist suc-
cesses at Lostwithiel and Second Newbury, he displayed no
real sign of generalship and even less of being able to con-
trol the different factions of the Royalist council of war.

Prince Rupert (1619-1682). Despite his youth, Rupert,
younger son of the Elector Palatinate, had considerable
experience of war prior to 1642, when he became Charles’
general of horse. Despite a tendency to rashness, he earned
an enviable reputation during the early months of the Civ-
il War as an inspiring and resourceful cavalry commander.
He also displayed considerable strategic and administra-
tive ability, but his prickly and arrogant personality, togeth-
er with his foreign birth, alienated many whose support he
needed.

Jacob, Lord Astley (1579-1652). Another professional sol-
dier with long service on the continent, Astely was appoint-
ed major general of the king’s foot in August 1642, and
commanded them for the rest of the war. A competent
though unimaginative and tongue-tied officer, he was to
command the last Royalist field army in the final battle of
the war at Stow-on-the-Wold in March 1646.

Sir Marmaduke Langdale (1598-1661). A dour and formi-
dable Yorkshireman, Langdale earned a reputation as a fine
cavalry commander during the early Civil War campaigns in
northern England. After Marston Moor he led some of his
cavalry — the northern horse — to link with the Royalists
in the south and continue the fight in the hope of liberat-
ing their homes in the north. Both Langdale and his men,
who were fiercely devoted to him, tended to put their
regional interests above those of the king’s broader nation-
al cause.

Lord George Digby (1612-1677). Digby has gone into his-
tory as a smooth and devious intriguer whose machina-
tions and enmity toward Rupert played a major role in the
Royalist defeat. As the secretary of state, his political pow-
er was considerable and not always used for the good of
the king’s cause. But despite his faults, Dighy was person-
ally brave and never seems to have given up hope of even-
tual victory.
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doms ordered Fairfax to lay siege to Oxford. But
faced with a strong defense and a determined garri-
son, and for the time being lacking his siege train, Sir
Thomas saw the futility of that strategy, writing to
his father: “I am very sorry we should spend our time
unprofitably before a town, whilst the king hath time
to strengthen himself, and by terror to force obedi-
ence of all places where he comes. It is the earnest
desire of this army to follow the king, but the endeav-
ors of others to prevent it hath so much prevailed.”

With his army steadily dwindling from sickness
and desertion, Fairfax was anxious to force a battle
while he could still win it.

On 20 May the king’s army reached Market Dray-
ton in Shropshire, where — upon learning the siege of
Chester had again been abandoned and that the Scots
had withdrawn toward their own borders — the Roy-
alists swung east with the intention of pushing across
the North Midlands toward their beleaguered gar-
risons in Yorkshire. Then, on 25 May at Burton-on-
Trent, Charles received the first report of Fairfax’s
threat to Oxford. Rupert seems not to have been
unduly concerned, sharing Fairfax’s view the New
Model Army was being uselessly tied down while the
king collected the thousands of recruits promised
him in Yorkshire. But a powerful faction on the Roy-
alist council of war, headed by Digby, became
alarmed by panicky letters received from some of the

For King and Kingdom, by Chris Collingwood, depicts Royalist troops readying for battle. (Cranston Fine Arts)
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courtiers left behind in their capital. They argued the
army shouldn’t go too far north while Oxford remain-
ed under threat.

A compromise was reached. The Royalists would
divert Fairfax by falling on a Parliamentarian garri-
son in the Midlands — Leicester was chosen — and
Goring was ordered to come posthaste from the west,
if possible relieving Oxford, and then to join the king
at Market Harborough, southeast of Leicester. Dighy
urged haste: “If their aims had been at the west all
things had been laid aside to succor you, and now
you must do the like. For God’s sake use diligence
and come as strong as you can. In my conscience it
will be the last blow in the business.”

Many in the Royalist leadership began to confi-
dently predict “a battle of all for all” within a month,
with Fairfax crushed between the king and Goring.
On 31 May the king completed the first part of the
plan with a savage storming of Leicester. That put
the Royalists across Parliament’s vital line of com-
munications with the Midlands and northwest Eng-
land, while also threatening a move into the heart-
land of the Eastern Association.

Approach to Battle

The news of Leicester’s fall, coupled with exag-
gerated stories of Royalist atrocities there, caused a
wave of horror in London. “We will be no more a-
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(Left) Musketeer - Earl of Manchester’s Regiment, and Parlia-
mentarian Cornet Standard Bearer (right), by Chris Collingwood.
(Cranston Fine Arts)

The Cavaliers :
The Royalist Army in 1645

In 1645 the Royalists faced problems with their army simi-
lar to those of the Parliamentarians: many of their units were
understrength and over-officered. But they had problems of a
more fundamental nature as well. Their troops were becom-
ing increasingly undisciplined and, especially since the loss of
the north, shortages of manpower and resources were growing
ever more pressing. The quarrels and rivalries among the Roy-
alist generals, which the king had proved unable to control,
were preventing concerted action being taken to remedy those
defects.

Rupert’s appointment as lieutenant general in November
1644 was intended to provide the strong hand needed to tack-
le the situation, but in the event he had only limited success.
That was in part due to his own defects, but resulted even
more from the king’s failure to back him effectively. He did
manage to streamline military organization in some outlying
areas, and merged a few weak units; but he had little impact
either on the main field force — the Oxford Army — or in solv-
ing the problems of command. Secure in the knowledge the
king wouldn’t act against them, independent-minded officers
such as Goring continued to defy Rupert’s orders whenever it
suited them to do so.

Still, by the spring of 1645 Rupert had at least succeeded in
providing the king with a viable field army for the year’s cam-
paign. But even that achievement was undercut by Goring’s
departure with many of the experienced horsemen. That
forced the prince to replace them with what were mostly sec-
ond-class garrison units.

The central problem the Royalists faced by the time of Nase-
by was an overall lack of manpower. They couldn’t meet all
the competing demands for troops, and in the event of a major
defeat they lacked the resources to rebuild their forces. The
men who set off for the north in May 1645 were in fact the
king’s last army and represented his final realistic chance of
averting defeat.

An enduring legend about the Royalist army, particularly
their cavalry, is that the majority of them came from social
backgrounds superior to those of their opponents. While that
was true to a limited extend among the officers, surviving
muster rolls suggest both sides drew their men from all class-
es and walks of life.
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dreaming, the business of Leicester hath awakened
us,” wrote one journalist; and the Committee of Both
Kingdoms at last felt compelled to allow Fairfax the
free hand he wanted: “We [now] desire you to attend
the king’s motions in such way as, being at the place,
you may judge to be the best.”

Sir Thomas wasted no time. On 5 June the siege of
Oxford was abandoned and the New Model Army
Turned north.

At that point the Royalist command was stricken
with indecision. The powerful civilian faction on the
council wanted to ensure Oxford was safe before
resuming the northern march. Then Langdale’s
northern cavalry mutinied at the suggestion the pro-
ject might even be abandoned. Time was also need-
ed to gather the stragglers and incorporate the new
levies that had been brought in after the fall of
Leicester. Finally, Goring, together with the troops
expected from Wales, hadn’t yet arrived.

The result was the Royalist army spent the next
12 vital days hovering around Market Harborough
and Daventry, south of Leicester, gathering in herds
of cattle and sheep and sending them with a strong
escort of cavalry to Oxford. Though the returning
escort brought with them some much-needed sup-
plies of ammunition, the delay cost the king the
chance of gaining a headstart on Fairfax toward the
north. Further bad news, at the time still to reach
Charles, was in a letter from Goring, dispatched with
the backing of the prince’s council, stating he
couldn’t leave the west until Taunton had been cap-
tured.

Though the Royalists were aware by 10 June that
Fairfax was only about 20 miles away at Newport Pag-
nell, their scouting was poor in bringing in further
details. For his part, Fairfax hoped to avoid battle
until he’d been reinforced by Cromwell and his cav-
alry; and his anxieties were eased by the interception
of a copy of Goring’s letter. At the same time, Parlia-
ment finally agreed to Cromwell’s appointment as
lieutenant general of horse of the New Model Army.
During the next few days, then, while collecting what
local reinforcements he could, Fairfax slowly closed
on the Royalists at Daventry.

As the day of battle approached, many on the Par-
liamentarian side were still doubtful of its likely out-
come. A commentator riding with Fairfax recorded
on the 10th: “T hope the Lord will be with this poor
condemned army.”

But Fairfax’s approach took the Royalists by sur-
prise. Hastily abandoning their strong position at
Daventry, at about 5:00 a.m. on 13 June the main
body of the king’s force headed north, while also
feinting west with some horse in an unsuccessful
attempt to deceive Fairfax as to their true intent.
Rupert’s plan was to head through Market Harbor-
ough, then go on to the major Royalist garrison of
Newark, where he could pick up reinforcements while
considering the next move.

As Fairfax’s council of war met that morning, a
great shout announced the arrival of Oliver Cromwell
at the head of his cavalry. The Parliamentarians were
from that moment resolved on battle, and all day
their advance guard dogged the Royalist march along
the lanes of Northamptonshire. Fairfax halted for the
night at the village of Guilsborough, with the Royal-
ists 10 miles to the north around Market Harborough.

Once again the Royalists seem to have been un-
aware of how close the enemy had come, until an out-
post in the village of Naseby was surprised by some
Parliamentarian horse. Rudely aroused from their
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beds, the king and Rupert called a hasty council of
war in the early hours of 14 June. Rupert and his
commanders urged the march north be continued,
but Digby and the civilians claimed the New Model
Army was too close for them to escape without a
severe mauling and, at the same time discounting the
fighting quality of the contemptible “New Noddles,”
pressed the king to turn and fight. Once more Rupert
was overruled and instructed to prepare for battle.

Final Preparatory Moves

It’s often claimed the Royalists were heavily out-
numbered at Naseby, but recent research suggests
the difference in strength between the two armies
wasn’t great. Perhaps 12,000 Royalists faced some
15,000 men of the New Model Army. The Parliamen-
tarian horse was numerically stronger, at about 6,600
to 5,900 Royalists, with 500 dragoons; and at least
the former Eastern Association regiments had the
edge over most of their opponents. The Parliamen-
tarians also had the numeric advantage in foot, per-
haps 7,500 to 6,000, but Skippon had more raw
recruits in his ranks than did his opponent.

Apart from small cultivated enclosures around the
villages, most of the terrain across the area consist-
ed of vast open fields, in some cases bounded by
thick hedges that provided good cover for dragoons.
In places there were also patches of shrub and bog-
gy ground. To the northwest of the village of Naseby
was the great 1,000 acre
Turmore Field, also called
Broad Moor, bounded on
the west by Sulby Hedges,
and with a large rabbit
warren on the east. It lay
between two areas of
higher ground, Mill Hill to
the south and Dust Hill
about 1,000 yards north.

The Royalist troops
were on the move by 6:00
a.m., forming up in line of
battle to the south of Mar-
ket Harborough. There
was no immediate sign of
the enemy, and Rupert’s
chief scout claimed to
have ridden forward for
two or three miles with-
out seeing them. Rupert
didn’t believe him and, in-
vestigating himself, soon
saw masses of enemy
troops deploying onto
Naseby Ridge. What hap-
pened in the next few
minutes had critical bear-
ing on the outcome of the
battle. N aseb

Fairfax wanted to
tempt the enemy into tak-
ing the offensive in a sit-
uation where the terrain
worked to his advantage.
His first position on Nase-

10:30 am

by Ridge was protected to ~ Infantry s
its front by boggy ground,

and Cromwell quickly 0 Yards

realized it was in fact too 0 Meters

uninviting for Fairfax’s
purpose. He advised Sir
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Thomas to shift a few hundred yards west: “I beseech
you to draw back to yonder hill, which will encourage
the enemy to charge us, which they cannot do in that
place without absolute ruin.”

It was the movement back to Mill Hill that Rupert
observed, and seems either to have believed the New
Model Army was in retreat or saw an opportunity to
catch it off balance. The prince ordered the Royalists
to abandon their strong defensive position near Mar-
ket Harborough and advance with all speed to engage
the enemy.

First Phase: Rupert’s Assavlt

By about 10:00 a.m., leaving behind most of their
guns in their haste, the Royalists, banners flying and
trumpets blaring, were deploying on Dust Hill, on the
opposite side of Broad Moor from the New Model
Army. Fairfax may have been concerned about the
effect of the sight of the enemy on his more unreli-
able men, for he ordered his front line to fall back
about 100 paces behind the crest of the ridge. It was
an unfortunate decision. In another significant move,
Cromwell ordered Col. Okey to bring up his 500 dra-
goons and occupy a small enclosure on the line of
Sulby Hedges, where they would be in position to fire
into the right flank of the advancing Royalists.

Rupert wasted no time. As soon as his troops were
up, he ordered an advance. Moving down the slope
of Dust Hill and out onto Broad Moor, the horse on
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the Royalist right wing drew ahead of the rest. Rupert
had chosen to take personal command there, though
either Maurice or the Earl of Northampton might
have made adequate substitutes, and the natural
place for the prince, as overall field commander,
might better have been with the reserve. He may have
been motivated by pique, wishing to avoid his uncle
and the courtiers who’d forced him to fight a battle
against his will. More likely, though, he just wanted

to be at the head of the force that was to play the key
role in his battle plan.

It seems clear Rupert was staking everything on a
furious assault aimed at sweeping away the numeri-
cally superior enemy while they were still not fully
prepared. To achieve that he’d placed the best of his
horse on the right, and had also reinforced the right
wing of Astley’s foot. Rupert’s horse was to smash
the Parliamentarian left and then join with the foot in

A Second Magdeburg — The Storming of Leicester

In 1645, Leicester had a population of about 4,000. Like
most contemporary English towns, its medieval defenses
were no longer of much military value, apart from a walled
area in the southwest known as Newark. Some new works
had been added over the course of the Civil War, and they
were based on the well-tried Dutch system. That scheme uti-
lized earthen ramparts with ditches to the front, strength-
ened at intervals by mutually supporting forts and redoubts.

But good fortifications for an entire town were expensive
in time and labor, and were unpopular with the citizens who
both had to work on them and frequently saw their property
demolished in the process. Once built, they often proved
too extensive to man adequately. In May 1645 Leicester was
on the whole inadequately fortified, and was only weakly
garrisoned by about 500 regular horse and dragoons, 500
foot and 1,000 militia, too few to man the two mile defen-
sive circuit.

Appearing before the town on 28 May, Rupert wanted to
assault it immediately. That meant storming, a frequently
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costly and bloody business King Charles disliked for its bru-
tality. But on this occasion Rupert got his way. The opera-
tion opened at 3:00 p.m. on 30 May with an artillery bom-
bardment directed at the walls of Newark. It was carried out
by a battery of six guns set up about 400 yards from the
defenses. The cannon employed at Leicester included two
demi-cannon, one culverin and three demi-culverin (see
table on p. 24).

The rate of fire of Civil War ordnance was not particu-
larly fast; the daily average per gun for prolonged bom-
bardments was usually about 45 shots. At Leicester some 50
barrels of powder were expended by the Royalists, the bulk
of it in their three hour bombardment. By about 6:00 p.m.
the walls of Newark had been breached, but behind the
opening the defenders had just as quickly thrown up an
improvised inner barricade of earth and woolpacks. Most
of the regulars among the garrison also concentrated there.

There is no doubt what Rupert, accurately informed of
the size of the garrison, intended should happen. At about
midnight the Royalist foot were sent forward to assault the
breach. Furious fighting followed, with the attackers being
thrown back three times. But their assault was really a feint
intended to fix the garrison’s attention. At the same time
other storming parties stealthily approached the town at
three separate points, where the defenders were mainly
militia.

Against those citizen-soldiers the attackers employed a
range of weaponry, the most effective being “granadoes.”
They were an early form of hand grenade, usually made
from earthenware pots equipped with hollow wooden plugs
fitted with a fuse. They were filled with a variety of materi-
als, including small shot, or an incendiary mixture know as
“wildfire,” which was intended to stick and burn. The gren-
ades were thrown by means of short ropes attached to their
necks, and were intended as much to instill terror as to
cause material damage. At Leicester they were used in large
number and to great effect.

Rupert’s men, using brushwood bundles to fill the ditch
and scaling ladders to mount the wall, and all the while hurl-
ing grenades to confuse and alarm the defenders, got
through the perimeter on the east side of town. They then
seized and lowered a drawbridge to admit the Royalist cav-
alry. Confused street fighting followed, with some of the
defenders staging a last stand in the town’s marketplace.
By dawn Leicester was entirely in Royalist hands.

The storming of Leicester was at the time ranked by Par-
liamentarian propagandists alongside the 1631 sack of Mag-
deburg, where 30,000 died. The reality seems to have been
more mundane. About 300 men died on each side in the
fighting, which was followed by widescale looting and some
atrocities against civilians.

Though the capture of Leicester achieved its aim of mak-
ing Fairfax raise the siege of Oxford, the cost in ammuni-
tion to the king’s army was high. The need to replenish that
supply before resuming active operations was one of the
causes of the subsequent delay that allowed Fairfax to bring
the Royalists to battle at Naseby.
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rolling up the left flank of Fairfax’s infantry. Lang-
dale’s role on the Royalist left, with his northern
horse numerically and qualitatively inferior to his
opponents, was to keep Cromwell occupied long
enough for Rupert to achieve his objective.

As they advanced, Rupert’s horse came under fire
from Okey’s dragoons in the hedgerow, but with
apparently little effect. The prince may have
detached his platoons of musketeers to hold off
Okey, while his cavalry halted briefly on Broad Moor
to dress ranks. He probably had upward of 1,800
horse under command, and was faced by Commis-
sary Gen. Henry Ireton with some 3,000 men.

Following recommended practice, Ireton advanced
his own lines slightly to meet the Royalists, but his
troops on his right — mainly Butler’s regiment —
were somewhat disordered by boggy ground. At that
moment Rupert ordered a charge, and the lines of
cavalry moved together in a fierce encounter.

The action lasted about half an hour. The center of
Ireton’s front line, part of his and Vermuyden’s regi-
ments, drove back in disorder their immediate oppo-
nents from Rupert’s first line. But the prince himself,
at the head of his own and Maurice’s Lifeguards, then
routed Butler’s already disorganized men. Moving up
in support, the Royalist second line regiments under
the Earl of Northampton gradually forced back the
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rest of Ireton’s horse, who perhaps suffered further
confusion when Ireton, whose own squadron on the
right of his first line hadn’t been engaged in the cav-
alry action, led it in a charge against the right flank
of the advancing Royalist foot. That effort climaxed
in Ireton being wounded by a pike, unhorsed and cap-
tured.

The bulk of Ireton’s wing, though in disorderly
retreat, was still by no means routed. It was probably
because of that, rather than from any inability to con-
trol his men, that Rupert led all of his first line in
pursuit. Some of his horse, probably under North-
ampton, seem to have been left to support Astley’s
foot, but were probably fewer than had originally
been intended.

Phase Two: Infantry Battle

In the center, as the Parliamentarian musketeers
hastily fell back, action was joined there. It’s unlike-
ly any of the Royalist light guns had kept up with Ast-
ley’s advance, and the pieces stationed in the inter-
vals of Skippon’s first line proved ineffective. Owing
to the nature of the sloping ground and Fairfax’s ear-
lier decision to withdraw his infantry behind the crest
of the ridge, the opposing infantry seem not to have
sighted each other until they were almost in contact.
That may have spared the recruits among the Parlia-
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mentarian infantry the ter-
ror of watching the advanc-
ing enemy, but it also cost
them the chance to contest
the move of the Royalists
up the slope of Mill Hill. It
may also have been the rea-
son Skippon’s guns over-
shot.

The first line of Parlia-
mentarian musketeers fired
a volley, which also mostly
went too high — a common
failing with raw or nervous
troops — and the Royalist
foot replied with a volley of
their own before closing in
to fight with sword and
clubbed muskets. Overall,
the Parliamentarians seem
to have had slightly the bet-

Royalist Harquebusier Officer by Chris ter of the first onset, with
Collingwood. (Cranston Fine Arts) the Royalists giving a little
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ground until Astley brought
up his two second-line divisions to strengthen his
first. One report claims the Royalist foot were being
driven forward by the horse of Howard’s brigade,
which would confirm Rupert was piling on the pres-
sure and staking everything on a quick victory.
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The fighting became intense. One Royalist eyewit-
ness saw the king’s infantry doing “notable execu-
tion, so much as I saw their [the Parliamentarian]
colours fall, and their foot in great disorder.” But
because of their inferior numbers, the Royalist infan-
try assault fell upon just over half of Skippon’s first
line. Fairfax’s regiment on the right was left unscath-
ed; and when Rupert’s foot was brought up to protect
the left of Astley’s foot, the king had virtually no
infantry reserve left.

This stage of the contest had probably lasted
about half an hour when Skippon was badly injured,
perhaps by an accidental shot from one of his own
men. Though he stayed on the field, his first line was
pushed back, pivoting on Fairfax’s regiment. The
troops in the center retreated in disorder, falling back
behind their second line, allowing the advancing Roy-
alists to capture six light guns.

Third Phase:

Langdale vs. Cromwell

It’s unclear how far the Parliamentarian foot fell
back, but their second line was probably almost equal
in numbers to Astley’s men, whose assault had by
this time lost its impetus. The advance stalled and
turned into a heavy firefight, with both sides volley-
ing by successive ranks. Rupert’s plan was beginning
to go wrong. As his assault faltered, everything came
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to turn on the outcome of the encounter between
Langdale and Cromwell.

Langdale and the northern horse were later made
scapegoats for the Royalist defeat. In reality, howev-
er, because they were heavily outnumbered and faced
by a better trained and disciplined opponent who
also had the terrain advantage, they had little chance
of success. Langdale’s troopers in fact put up a stub-
born fight. Some of Cromwell’s first line units suf-
fered severe losses before the northern horse, in dis-
order but not routed, were pushed back behind the
shelter of Rupert’s foot. But, ominously for the Roy-
alists, over half Cromwell’s horse remained uncom-
mitted, and were now free to intervene elsewhere in
the fighting.

Phase Four: The New Model Army
Strikes Back

Recent archaeological research, based on patterns
of recovered musket shot, suggests a different pic-
ture of the latter stages of the battle than was previ-
ously offered. Fairfax, with the contest between the
foot in the center for the moment stabilized, rode
over to Cromwell, who because of the lie of the land
couldn’t see the course of the fighting beyond his
own immediate vicinity, and told him to lead his
reserves of horse against the left of the Royalist foot.

The first attack fell on Rupert’s regiment of Blue-
coats, which was overwhelmed in bitter fighting. The
evidence suggests that, far from tamely surrender-
ing, as was hitherto usually thought, the remainder of
the Royalist infantry began a disciplined retreat, with
units covering each other as they made a phased
withdrawal. With the remains of Howard’s horse
attempting to protect their flanks, Astley’s men
fought their way back up Dust Hill, coming under
more pressure as Okey’s dragoons remounted to join
the attack.

While some of Skippon’s less disciplined men fell
out to loot the enemy baggage train and massacre
some of the Welsh or Irish soldiers’ wives and camp
followers they found there, the survivors of the Roy-
alist foot staged a last stand on a piece of rising
ground. As the disaster unfolded, King Charles,
watching at the head of his last reserve, his Lifeguard
of Horse, made an ineffectual attempt to lead a coun-
terattack, but it came to nothing.

It was then, as Astley’s men began to lay down
their arms, Rupert and the rest of his horse returned
to the scene. The prince has been blamed for pursu-
ing the fugitives from Ireton’s wing too far, then
wasting time by attacking the Parliamentarian bag-
gage train. The evidence is unclear, and further con-
fused by the concerted effort made afterward by Dig-
by and Rupert’s other enemies to blame him for the
disaster; but certainly if the prince and his cavalry
had returned earlier, some, at least, of the Royalist
foot might have been saved.

As it was, with the New Model Army reforming
into tight battle formations, the day was clearly lost
for King Charles. The Royalist horse refused to make
a further stand; as the Parliamentarians could be
seen to be preparing to renew their advance, they
broke and fled. Cromwell’s horse pursued them for
14 miles, almost to the gates of Leicester.

The king’s defeat was total. Though fewer than
1,000 Royalists were killed, virtually all his infantry
were lost: 5,000 of them were prisoners, among them
hundreds of irreplaceable veteran officers and NCOs.
Without them the Royalist army couldn’t be rebuilt.
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Though months of mop up operations were still
ahead, at Naseby the Royalist cause was broken
beyond hope of recovery. The New Model Army had
survived its great test, and was on its way to becom-
ing the finest professional army in British history —
and Oliver Cromwell had taken a long stride on his
own march to greatness. o
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Alternative Outcome, gdnalysis
Could the Royalists Have Won?

Though the victory of the New Model Army at Naseby is,
with hindsight, often seen as having been inevitable, closer
examination throws doubt on such a verdict. The battle itself
was a close-run affair. If, for example, Rupert had been able to
dispose of Ireton slightly more easily and then intervene in the
infantry fight, or if Langdale had withstood Cromwell only a lit-
tle longer, the result could well have been different.

Only about 27 percent of the king’s total military strength
was at Naseby. The added presence there on Charles’ side of
Goring and his 3,000 seasoned troopers would have trans-
formed Royalist prospects. On the other hand, under those cir-
cumstances Fairfax might well have deferred battle until he’d
also been reinforced. But that in turn would have given the
king the opportunity to resume his march north, with possibly
incalculable consequences.

On balance, it seems clear Rupert’s strategy of attempting
to recover the north was the correct one. Even a partial rever-
sal of the result of Marston Moor could have transformed Roy-
alist prospects of achieving at least a compromise peace. With
Scotland out of the war and Rupert recruiting in the north, the
peace party in Parliament could have gained the upper hand.
Given a little more singleness of purpose, support from the
king and willingness to stake everything on one throw, Rupert
could have succeeded in his aim.
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by ColeyE Cowan;

Early in 1798, Napoleon Bonaparte was growing
bored. His recent campaign in Italy (1796-97) had
forced the Austrians to the peace table, where he’d
negotiated the settlement largely by himself. The
resultant Treaty of Campo Formio had been signed in
October 1797. That left the young general, who
would only have his 29th birthday that year, feeling
world-weary. He wrote at the time: “Europe is a mole-
hill. Everything here wears out; my glory is already
past...This tiny Europe does not offer enough of it.”

Actually, however, one of the French Republic’s
enemies had still not been defeated. Though French
forces occupied the Low Countries, much of Italy,
had brought both the Prussians and Austrians to the
peace table on terms favorable to Paris, and even
Spain was counted as a French ally, there still remain-
ed England. The bored young general was therefore
given the task of deciding how best to strike at the
island kingdom. He first threw himself into studying
the feasibility of a direct, cross-Channel invasion, but
soon felt compelled to decide against such a venture:
“Make what efforts we will, we shall not for many
years acquire the control of the sea. To make a des-
cent upon England, without being master of the sea,
would be the boldest and most difficult operation
ever attempted.”

Looking for other ways to strike at the British, his
gaze eventually fell on Egypt. Such an operation had
been studied previously by the army staff of monar-
chial France; but Egypt was technically part of the
Ottoman Empire, and France had been allied with
Constantinople for nearly three centuries. For that
reason the idea had never been pursued.

Napoleon was drawn to it, though, because it had
several strong points to recommend it. The French
already had a large mercantile presence in Egypt, one
actually larger than England’s at the time. A canal
across the Suez peninsula had been suggested earli-
er in the century; if built, it would give France a huge
commercial edge both in that region and beyond it.
At the same time, the seizure of Egypt would offset
the loss of other French colonies the British had

already grabbed, particularly in the West Indies. In
addition, there was the possibility of opening com-
munications with enemies of the British in India,
thereby creating the basis for overturning the empire
London was beginning to carve out there. Tippoo
Sahib, ruler of Mysore, was often mentioned as a
French ally in waiting.

Finally, since this was the young Napoleon turn-
ing over the idea, there was also a romantic element
to his thinking. He had visions of emulating Alexan-
der and other classical commanders who’d made the
conquest of Egypt a stepping stone to greatness. He
concluded: “We must go to the Orient; all great glory
has always been acquired there.” After his return he
would admit: “In Egypt I found myself freed from the
obstacles of an irksome civilization. I was full of
dreams...I saw myself founding a religion, marching
into Asia, riding an elephant, a turban on my head
and in my hand the new Koran I would have com-
posed to suit my needs.”

It was Talleyrand, later Napoleon’s foreign minis-
ter, who provided the needed political justification.
That is, though nominally part of the Ottoman Em-
pire, Egypt was in reality ruled by the Mamelukes, a
warrior-caste of Kipchak Turks originally brought
into the country by the successors of Saladin to serve
as mercenaries. But in the middle of the 13th centu-
ry they’d revolted, taking over rule of Egypt for them-
selves. Talleyrand therefore suggested presenting the
expedition as a move to bring back the province into
the fold of their Ottoman ally. It would be French
assistance that was rendered rather than a smash-
and-grab invasion.

Given it had the backing of both Napoleon and Tal-
leyrand, the Directory approved the scheme, issuing
a set of authorizing resolutions on 12 April 1798.
Napoleon was given supreme command of the expe-
dition, along with subsidiary instructions ordering
him to: seize Malta while on the way, dislodge the
British from as many of their eastern holdings as pos-
sible, build a canal across the isthmus of Suez,
improve the living conditions of the native popula-
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tion, and continue the good relations already exist-
ing with the Sultan’s government in Constantinople.

It remained only to organize the actual expedi-
tionary force. But that was no small feat, since large
naval expeditions were not a French forte. The fleet,
including transports, eventually came to number
some 400 vessels. The ground force consisted of 21
demi-brigades, all selected by Napoleon himself.
Many were troops who’d recently served with him on
his Italian campaign: veterans accustomed to achiev-
ing glory and victory. The total number of men sent
was about 38,000, of whom 3,500 were cavalry. There
were also 60 field and 40 siege guns, rations for 100
days and water enough for 40 days. Only 1,200 hors-
es were taken, the hope being more mounts could be
acquired once in Egypt.

French ports on the Mediterranean were crowded
as the preparatory activity came to a head. Toulon,
Marseilles, Genoa, Ajaccio and Civita Vecchia all fit-
ted out parts of the expedition. Napoleon was his
usual hyperactive self, overseeing virtually every
detail of the preparations. Diplomatic steps were also
taken to help finance the venture. In keeping with the
French republic’s policy of “making war pay for war,”
large “contributions” were squeezed from Switzer-
land and Rome. By mid-May 1798, the French were
ready to sail.

A Long Chase

Napoleon moved his headquarters to Toulon on 9
May. His first act was to inspire the troops with ora-
tion:

Officers and soldiers, two years ago I came to
take command of you. At that time you were on
the Ligurian coast, in the greatest want, lacking
everything, having sold even your watches to
provide for your needs. I promised to put an end
to your privations. I led you into Italy. There all
was given you in abundance. Have I not kept my
word? Well let me tell you that you have not
done enough yet for the fatherland, nor the
fatherland for you...I promise every soldier that
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upon his return to France he shall have enough
to buy himself six acres of land.

The speech was well received at the time. Later,
though, when the troops began to suffer increasing
misery and privations, it became the subject of sar-
donic jibes. None of the survivors of the expedition
returned with enough money for the promised six
acres. But the enterprise nevertheless began with
high hopes. Napoleon, in the main squadron, sailed
on 19 May. The other squadrons linked with his over
the next few days. Their first target was Malta.

Not surprisingly, while Napoleon was making his
preparations, the British made themselves busy tak-
ing steps to try to stop him. The Admiralty sent
more ships to Earl St. Vincent, then commander of
the British fleet off Spain. They were to be used to
sail into the Mediterranean and engage the expedi-
tion. Both the Admiralty and St. Vincent were agreed
on who should lead the effort: Rear Adm. Horatio
Nelson.

But Nelson began at a distinct disadvantage.
French security worked so well, British intelligence
efforts were unable to reveal the French destination.
Things got worse when Nelson’s force was hit by a
heavy storm that scattered them and nearly wrecked
his flag ship soon after departing. By the time repairs
had been completed the French had a good head
start. Nelson also lacked the really fast frigates he
needed to help make up lost time with good recon-
naissance.

The French, unaware of their pursuers and how
fortune had been favoring them, sailed almost
leisurely for Malta. They wanted that island, as would
the Italians and Germans in World War II, because it
controlled the trade routes between the eastern and
western halves of the Mediterranean. With Malta and
Egypt conquered, and Spain an ally, the inland sea
would practically be converted into a French lake.

At Malta the first anachronism of the campaign
was encountered. The island was governed at the
time by the Knights of Malta, the remnant of the Cru-
sading Order of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem
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(a.k.a. the Hospitalers). The order had been founded
in 1113 to protect Christian pilgrims to the Holy
Land. It had eventually grown into a powerful mili-
tary force, and its members became the most zeal-
ous defenders of the Crusader states. Eventually
driven from the mainland by resurgent Islam, they’d
fallen back to defend first Rhodes, then Malta, start-
ing in the 16th century (see Command nos. 49 & 50).

But since then the order had deteriorated in both
numbers and martial vigor. By 1798 there were only
332 knights still on Malta, of whom 50 were too old
or ill to fight. They were backed by a garrison of
1,500 native infantry, with another 10,000 in the mili-
tia. But the little gunpowder they had was old to the
point of unreliability. The knights’ commander at the
time, Grand Master von Hompesch, was anything but
an inspiring combat leader. Further, many of the
knights were French and had no inclination to oppose
their countrymen. French agents also went ashore
ahead of the expedition to stir up dissension in the
ranks and among the populace. Given all that, it
wasn’t in the cards for the knights’ defense of the
island to turn into another epic.

Von Hompesch did try to offer pro forma resis-
tance, at first stating the French ships could only
shelter in the harbor four at a time. But that only pro-
vided the excuse for which Napoleon had been look-
ing: he began to land troops on 10 June. A brief fight
followed in which the French lost three killed, but on
the 12th a treaty was signed ceding Malta to the
republic. Napoleon spent six days reorganizing its
government, officially abolishing the Hospitaler
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order, writing a constitution and decreeing an edu-
cational system, even going so far as to set salary
grades for the new teachers. Most importantly,
though, he found and confiscated about $5 million
worth of gold, another million in silver plate, and a
final million in treasure-artifacts. Most of it ended up
aboard ship and headed to Egypt to finance the army.

With Malta secured and thrust into modern times,
the French sailed again on 18 June. A garrison of
4,000 under Gen. Vaubois was left behind to secure
the conquest, while the rest headed for Alexandria.
But the extended stay had put them in jeopardy: Nel-
son was catching up. He was in fact off Sicily by the
20th, where he finally got solid reports of the where-
abouts of the French. Guessing their destination had
to be Egypt, he set his ships on the most direct course
for Alexandria. But Napoleon, still unaware of the
danger, took a more northerly route toward Crete.

The two fleets crossed paths during the night of
the 22nd, but in the darkness they simply sailed past
each other. When Nelson reached Alexandria on the
28th, finding it empty of French ships, he feared he’d
guessed wrong and began a new and frenzied search
that took him back toward Crete and Sicily. When the
French actually did arrive off Alexandria on 29 June,
the British had already gone.

Napoleon began landing his men at Marabut, a few
miles west of the city, on 1 July. The French, not expe-
rienced at beach landings, made a rushed and sloppy
show of it. The beach was also partially obstructed by
rocks and reefs that made the job harder. Luckily for
the invaders there was no real opposition. The only
losses were 19 men who drowned while trying to get
ashore. Beyond that, however, the divisions landed
with their units intermixed; no cannon or cavalry were
put ashore with them, and there was no water. It was
therefore a nervous and thirsty French force that
approached Alexandria the next day. But since the city
had no garrison to speak of, and only one barrel of
powder for the guns along its walls, the French were
in control of the entire place by 11:00 a.m.

The seizure proved anti-climactic. Fallen to only
about 6,000 inhabitants, Alexandria was no longer
the legendary metropolis it had been in classical
times. Other than Pompey’s Pillar, few ancient arti-
facts still existed within it. Though Napoleon was
safely ashore there, the city’s real strategic value was
uncertain: the enemy’s main military force still had to
be defeated before any kind of substantial success
could be claimed. Most of the troops seemed dread-
fully disappointed.

To the Nile

Napoleon’s entry into Egypt brought the expedition
to the second anachronism of the campaign: the
Mamelukes. The word means “brought man” in Ara-
bic, which was a reference to the fact the Mamelukes
had first entered Egypt when the Caliph brought in a
regiment of them from the Caucasus Mountains to
serve as his elite bodyguard. Like many such units
throughout history, they eventually proved a greater
threat to their master than any outsiders. By 1252
they’d seized control, founding their own dynasty.
Though the Ottomans nominally took over Egypt in
1517, the Mamelukes in fact retained much local pow-
er, which then only increased as the years went by. In
1798 there were some 10,000 Mameluke warriors.

Unlike the Knights of Malta, the Mamelukes had
retained fierce warrior skills. They married only from
among their own peoples (Georgians, Armenians and
Circassians). If the numbers of warriors fell below
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what was needed, additional manpower was pur-
chased in the form of slaves, again, mostly from the
Caucasus area of origin, until things were set right.
All of them were trained from boyhood in the skills
of a mounted warrior.

Continuing in that way as a completely separate
caste within Egypt, the Mamelukes never really be-
came part of its society or culture. Indeed, the coun-
try stagnated under their rule in virtually all respects,
since they were always more interested in their own
power struggles than in any way working to improve
the peoples’ lot. Their principal leaders at the time
of the French invasion were Murad Bey and Ibrahim
Bey.

The French army that began to advance inland was
organized into five infantry divisions, commanded

upon landing by generals: Kleber, Menou, Reynier,
Bon and Desaix. The cavalry was led by Gen. Alexan-
dre Dumas, the artillery by Gen. Dommartin. The
engineers were under the command of Gen. Caffarelli
du Falga, who also had charge of the scientists and
savants (see sidebar). Both Kleber and Menou were
wounded during the brief fight for Alexandria, so
their formations were taken over by Vial and Dugua.
Kleber, seriously hurt, got command of the garrison
left in Alexandria.

Napoleon knew he needed a quick and convincing
victory if he were to overawe and control the country.
He therefore ordered an advance almost immediate-
ly. On 3 July he sent Desaix’s division as advance
guard overland to Damanhur. Bon’s, Reynier’s and
Vial’s divisions followed starting on the 5th, at one

Dramatis Personae

THE FRENCH

Louis Charles Desaix (1768-1800). A member of a minor
noble family, he was first commissioned into the royal
French army in 1783. He served along the Rhine from 1791
to 1796, but the next year attached himself to Napoleon
because he believed the Corsican was a man destined to
win both battles and great glory. Desaix lived only for war,
and constantly studied military science. His campaign
against Murad Bey on the upper Nile demonstrated both
his skill and tenacity. He fled Egypt before the end. His
timely arrival at Marengo (14 June 1800), helped save the
day for Napoleon, While his death in that battle helped the
dictator take all the credit for the victory.

Jean Baptiste Kleber (1753-1800). The son of a mason, he
had served in the Bavarian army and was a building inspec-
tor when the revolution came. By 1793 he was a general of
brigade, and a year later in command of a division. Wound-
ed at Alexandria, he later fought well at Mount Tabor. He
took command in Egypt upon Napoleon’s departure, later
winning a victory of his own at Heliopolis on 20 March.
Never a real admirer of Napoleon, he sometimes referred to
him sardonically as “the hero” or “the Almighty.” He also
felt Napoleon was too bloody in his generalship, seeming
to need to kill thousands of soldiers each month. He ruled
Egypt well until his assassination on 14 June 1800 (the
same day Desaix died at Marengo).

Jacque Francois de Boussay, Baron de Menou (1750-
1810). The son of an officer, he also began his career in the
royal army. Already a lieutenant colonel in 1787, he served
on the Rhine, becoming a general of division by 1793.
Arrested for “intrigue” in 1795, he was thereafter unem-
ployed until given the chance to join the Egyptian expedi-
tion. After Kleber’s death he assumed command in Egypt
until defeated by the British counter-invasion and forced
to surrender. Not a brilliant general, he became best known
for having married an Egyptian woman and converting to
Islam. Later he also became a count of the empire and gov-
ernor general of Venice.

Jean Lannes (1769-1809). Originally an apprentice dyer, he
joined the army in 1792. He served first against the Span-
ish, then transferred to Italy, where he came to Napoleon’s
attention. He saved his future emperor’s life at Arcola. In
Egypt he rose to command a division and was wounded
while leading one of the assaults on Acre. Because he’d
become a close friend, Napoleon took Lannes with him
when he departed Egypt. Later a marshal, he was mortally
wounded at Aspern-Essling.
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Joachim Murat (1767-1815). He became another close
friend of Napoleon, and had a large boost given to his
career in Egypt. Napoleon had known him since 1795, when
it was Murat who fetched the artillery he used to destroy
the insurgents trying to overthrow the directory (the
famous “whiff of grapeshot” episode). Murat led the caval-
ry in Egypt, and his decisive charge at Abu Qir was the first
of many such. He eventually became Napoleon’s brother in
law and king of Naples. His life ended in front of a firing
squad.

THE ALLIES

Murad Bey (1850-1801). He was a prominent Mameluke
leader and significant player in their politics for many years
before the French invasion. His campaign against Desaix
showed tenacity, but little real tactical skill. He also con-
tinued the struggle after Napoleon’s departure, finally suc-
cumbing to the plague in 1801. Shifty until the very end, no
one is really sure if he was marching to join the British or
French at the time of his death.

Djezzar Pasha (1735-1804). A Bosnian Christian by birth,
he fled to Cairo to avoid a murder charge. After converting
to Islam he served Ali Bey, a prominent Mameluke, as an
assassin. He earned the nickname “Butcher” as a result of
those activities, but eventually quarreled with his patron
and had to flee to Syria, where he worked his way up to be
governor of Acre.

Sir William Sidney Smith (1764-1840). Smith was .a color-
ful character who entered the Royal Navy in 1777. He was
briefly in a French prison after being taken prisoner while
on a “cutting out” raid into Le Havre. Promoted to com-
modore, he reached the vicinity of Acre just in time to cap-
ture the French siege artillery. Nelson disliked him, and his
desire for action often flew in the face of good strategy. He
was present at Waterloo, in charge of organizing the evac-
uation of the wounded after the battle. He died in Paris in
1840, having reached the rank of full admiral.

Antoine Le Picard de Phillipeaux (1768-1799). He was the
third of the commanding trio defending Acre. An aristo-
crat, he attended school in Paris at the same time as young
Napoleon. The two met but did not like each other. In 1791
he fled France, returning four years later to try to raise a
revolt. He was caught and arrested, but managed to escape
prison in 1797. He was also instrumental in getting Sidney
Smith out of prison, so in gratitude the Englishman got him
commissioned a colonel. Phillipeaux served with distinc-
tion at Acre but died of the plague soon after.
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day intervals. Dugua got the best assignment, taking
the coast road to Rosetta, which he seized on the 8th,
and from there moving up the Nile to Rahmaniya.

The rest of the army wasn’t so lucky, having been
sent on a 72 hour march through barren countryside.
They were still wearing their full European uniforms,
intended for a much milder climate; and their kit
included neither canteens nor water bottles. The
result should not have been surprising. In his mem-
oirs, one French survivor described the entry of
Reynier’s division into El Beydah, a small village
whose cistern had already been emptied by earlier
arrivals:

It was a pity to see men stretched on their bellies
around the fetid hole, dying of thirst, panting,
and unable to satisfy their craving. I have seen,
with my own eyes, dying men beg and implore
their comrades for pity while those comrades
were fighting among themselves over a little
dirty water. I saw some of them die in torture.

They also encountered several other unpleasant
phenomena for the first time on this march. The sol-
diers, who hadn’t experienced it before, saw their
first heat-mirages. They were also attacked by Bed-
ouin freebooters who killed or captured all strag-
glers. Suicides began when some men, unable to take
it any longer, left the column to blow out their brains.
The French left a trail of corpses behind them the
likes of which wouldn’t be seen from their ranks
again until the 1812 Russian campaign.

When Napoleon arrived at Damanhur on 8 July, he
found the troops and generals already there to be in
a mutinous mood. But he withstood the crisis, at one
point threatening to personally shoot Gen. Dumas,
one of the nascent mutiny’s ringleaders. On the 9th

The Battle of the Pyramids, 21 July 1798.

he ordered the march continued toward Rahmaniya.
When that place was reached on the 10th, the men
threw themselves into the abundant water there,
drinking like cattle. They also found watermelon, on
which they subsequently overindulged, and many
began to suffer from dysentery.

At Rahmaniya they also linked with Dugua’s divi-
sion and the small flotilla he’d gathered to guard and
control the Nile River itself. They were thus in posi-
tion to head for Cairo and face the Mamelukes.

®
The Pyramids

The Mamelukes readied for confrontation. Murad
was on the west bank of the Nile with 6,000 Mame-
luke warriors and about 15,000 other infantry. Most
of those latter were worthless, since they were ill-
trained and poorly equipped, but there were some
fine Albanian and Moroccan units among them.
Ibrahim, with a number of troops variously estimat-
ed at between 40,000 and 100,000, was on the east
bank near Cairo.

The deployment didn’t make a great deal of strat-
egic sense. The French had an army inferior in num-
ber and in need of victory; their naval power on Nile
was less than overwhelming. The Mameluke com-
manders would have done better to keep their forces
united, opposing any Nile crossing while harrying the
French columns with Bedouin cavalry or small Mame-
luke raiding parties. Instead, they divided their army,
a move that eventually left Ibrahim and his men as
only spectators to the coming battle.

But whatever their defects in the realm of strate-
gy, the Mamelukes remained fierce individual oppo-
nents. Each carried a carbine to fire when closing on
an enemy. That was followed by the discharge of at

ISSUE 52




least two pairs of pistols. After they were fired and
discarded (to be picked up and reloaded by the ser-
vants who followed after each warrior), he would toss
his javelin. That would be followed by a charge-to-
contact using a scimitar. Sometimes a warrior would
wield two such blades, holding his reins between his
teeth.

Some military historians have commented Napo-
leon was really no tactician. Iin general, it was true
he preferred to leave such details to subordinates.
But the Egyptian campaign shows Napoleon had
studied Mameluke tactical methods, understood they
all led up to the climactic charge, and had prepared
a counter: the divisional square.

Squares were normally formed by battalions,
roughly 500 to 700 men deployed in three-deep ranks.
But Napoleon felt such formations wouldn’t be large
or deep enough to halt the fury of the onrushing
Mameluke horde. He therefore decided to form
squares with entire divisions, which in most cases (see
TO&E diagram) meant three demi-brigades (regi-
ments) per square. Two regiments would form the
two longer sides of each such square, while the third
would be divided between the two shorter sides. That
meant, of course, the “squares” were actually rectan-
gles. Given an average strength of about 500 men per
battalion, and nine battalions in most divisions, the
squares containing some 4,500 men each.

Not only were the divisional squares of greater
size than normal, their depth was also increased,
with the troops forming six ranks deep. Artillery was
also placed at the corners to provide heavy support.
Cavalry and baggage sheltered inside the human
perimeter. The cavalry, after the Mameluke initial
charge had been broken, would sortie to harry the
flanks and rear of the Moslems when they retreated.
Given the situation, the only potential weakness of
the divisional squares came from their vulnerability
to artillery, but the Mamelukes had little of that.

The first clash between the opposing tactical sys-
tems came on 10 July; but it turned out only to be a
skirmish. A more serious fight broke out at Shubra
Kit on the 13th; but the Mameluke cavalry merely
skirted the squares, never launching a real charge.
The most important action that day turned out to be
on water, when the Moslem Nile flotilla pounded

their French counterparts. Only a lucky shot that
blew up the magazine of the Mameluke flagship final-
ly forced them to withdraw. The French kept control
of the river, but just barely.

Napoleon was becoming furious a decisive clash
was eluding him. He therefore determined to force
one the next time contact was made. He got the
chance at Embabeh on the 21st. With the pyramids
of Giza looming in the haze, he proclaimed: “For-
ward! Remember that from those monuments yon-
der 40 centuries look down upon you!” (How many
of the French soldiers actually heard him at the time
is debatable, but it still remains an excellent quote.)

The Mamelukes had posted most of their infantry
inside the town of Embabeh, which was on their right
flank, anchored on the Nile. The Mameluke cavalry
held the left. The French, facing south, had from their
left (the river) to right the divisions of Bon, Vial,
Dugua, Reynier and Desaix. That last unit’'s right
flank was open and uncovered. The French had
approximately 25,000 men to face some 20,000
Moslems.

Napoleon’s plan appears to have been to use
Desaix and Reynier as bait to lure in the Mameluke
cavalry. That would enable Bon and Vial to storm
Embabeh and cut off the enemy horsemen’s retreat.
In the center, Dugua was to hold out as a reserve able
to assist on either flank.

For a while it was touch and go. Desaix’s and Rey-
nier’s men advanced on the right, with the former
sending a detachment into Biktil village on his right
to give that open flank at least something of an
anchor. With that, Murad thought he saw his chance
and launched a furious onslaught. Desaix only bare-
ly got his formation closed up in time. He and Rey-
nier were soon engulfed in a flood of Mamelukes. One
survivor of Reynier’s division later described the
swirling action:

The soldiers fired with such coolness that not a
single cartridge was wasted, waiting until the
very instant when the horsemen were about to
break our square. The number of corpses sur-
rounding our square soon was considerable, and
the clothes of the dead and wounded Mamelukes
were burning like tinder.

French Order of Battle at the Pyramids
21 July 1798
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18th &4;}1 Lt. % 9th “ 141‘2 gmgoons
Desaix %md Vial 85th 20 Drggaons

Bon Reynier ?Dumas

12 guns 12 guns 15th Dragoons
3rd Dragoons

18th Dragoons

| l Notes

Xl 1. The cavalry was extremely under strength. The
% 13th & 22nd Lt. “ total was only about 800 men.
6 guns 2. Two batteries appear to have been attached to
Desaix's, Bon's, and Reynier's divisions. The
other two divisions had only one. 48 of the 60
field guns landed were present at the battle.
3. Infantry strength, presuming about 500 men per
battalion, was slightly over 21,000 men.
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Apparently the downed Moslems lay so close to
the French front the wads of cartridge paper, used to
help pack the gunpowder in the barrels from their
muskets were still smoldering when they fell atop
them. Their light gauze outfits caught fire easily.
There are also stories of individual horses, with and
without riders, penetrating all the way into the
squares through six ranks of Frenchmen.

While Reynier’s and Desaix’s divisions were shoot-
ing down the Mamelukes, Vial and Bon stormed into
Embabeh. There were a few tense moments there
when enemy artillery fire raked the deep French for-
mations; but assault columns were quickly formed
and dispatched to go after them; and the guns them-
selves weren’t traversable, being fastened on what
were practically immobile carriages. A French force
succeeded in moving across the defile near Embabeh,
cutting off the Mameluke retreat route.

But the Moslem cavalry hadn’t yet entirely spent
themselves. Raked by fire from Desaix’s and Rey-
nier’s divisions, as well as by the supporting cannon
from Dugua’s, some still swept on to attack the Bik-
til garrison. Those men got up on the rooftops and
also began firing away.

The Mamelukes launched simultaneous charges
into all sides of the French squares for nearly an hour
before finally breaking off. Murad managed to head
south, toward Giza, while those cut off at the defile
tried to make for the Nile — few got far. The battle
had begun at 3:30 p.m., and a little over an hour lat-
er it was all over. The French had lost 29 killed and
260 wounded. Mameluke losses have been difficult
to determine, with 2,000 dead cavalry, along with
2,000 to 3,000 of their infantry, being the generally
accepted numbers.

Napoleon has his victory. Murad fled south, hop-
ing to rally his men to fight again another day. Ibra-

him headed away east with the same hope. In return
for amazingly light losses, Napoleon had gained a
major win; he occupied Cairo on 24 July.

L] ® L] op®
Diplomacy, Religion & Politics

Despite their triumph, it remained for the French
to consolidate their still tenuous hold over the coun-
try. There were several fronts to that larger battle:
diplomacy, Egypt’s political reorganization, religious
policy, and finance. Unfortunately for Napoleon, Nel-
son created a giant obstacle to his plans on 1 August
when he destroyed the French fleet in Abu Qir Bay.
Only two ships-of-the-line and two frigates survived
the debacle, and even they made full sail toward Mal-
ta.

The damage to both the French cause and prestige
was immediate and substantial, particularly so on the
diplomatic front. Until that moment Napoleon had
been hopeful relations with the Sultan could remain
amicable. He was counting on Talleyrand’s efforts to
get the Ottomans to accept French occupation of
Egypt. But when the Turks, who hadn’t reacted well
to news of the initial invasion, gained even more
resolve with the news of Abu Qir Bay, Talleyrand
knew a trip to Constantinople was no longer worth-
while. His judgement was correct: the Sultan’s decla-
ration of war arrived on 9 September.

France suddenly had two enemies in the Mediter-
ranean: England and the Ottoman Empire. Then Rus-
sia, whose Czar had hopes of one day ruling Malta,
followed suit. Shortly thereafter the Austrians threw
in against France as well: with Paris’ best general vir-
tually marooned in northern Africa, in Vienna it
seemed a fine time to renew the contest in Europe.
Napoleon and his army weren’t to be the only targets
of the new Second Coalition.

With defeat on the diplomatic front, other matters
became of even greater concern. For instance, since
Egypt was Moslem, and the revolutionary French at
most deists, some kind of workable religious policy
was vital. Issued upon landing, Napoleon’s initial
decree on the matter was an attempt to soothe
Moslem concerns:

Peoples of Egypt, you will be told that I have
come to destroy your religion. This in an obvi-
ous lie; do not believe it! Answer back to those
imposters that I have come to restore to you
your rights and to punish the usurpers; that I
worship God more than the Mamelukes do; and
that I respect His Prophet Mohammed and the
admirable Koran....Tell the people that the
French also are true friends of the Moslems. The
proof is that they have been to Rome the great
and have destroyed the throne of the Pope, who
always incited the Christians to make war on the
Moslems.

Much of it was mere propaganda, though Napo-
leon was always fairly flexible when it came to reli-
gion. But the policy wasn’t successful: the French
were still infidels to the Moslems, while questions
about alcohol and circumcision further divided the
two cultures. At the same time the Sultan began issu-
ing decrees of his own, attacking the French and their
infidel beliefs.

One upshot was a revolt in Cairo, started on 21
October, that was initially declared from the minarets
by Egyptian religious leaders. The French ruthlessly
crushed it in little more than a day, losing about 500
men while killing about 3,000 rebels. Napoleon at

ISSUE 52




first made some public display of clemency, but then
ordered all those taken prisoner with arms in hand to
have their heads cut off. He wrote at the time: “Every
night we have about 30 heads chopped off, many of
them belonging to the ringleaders. This I believe will
serve them a good lesson.”

On the political and financial fronts there was
both failure and success. The country was indeed
reorganized, with departments governed by French
appointees and assisted by councils of local notables.
The French also made the tax system more equitable.
Mills were built, irrigation projects undertaken, and
corruption reduced (though it was so ingrained it
remained far from being eliminated). To shore up the
financial side, Mameluke properties were confiscated
and sold, and forced loans were obtained from
numerous sources across the country. But despite all
that, there was already a deficit of 10 million francs
by the time Napoleon left for Europe.

Pacification

The French used flying columns to pursue and fin-
ish off stubborn rebels and marauders. The largest
remaining threat to their rule came from Murad Bey.
Though defeated at the pyramids, he’d survived by

fleeing up the Nile, where he began to recruit new
forces to oppose the invaders. He still had some sur-
viving Mameluke cavalry, and seems to have had no
trouble in recruiting among the peasants for cannon-
fodder infantry. Napoleon sent Desaix’s division to
destroy him.

Desaix started with only 2,800 infantry and two
cannon. He had no cavalry, which left him at a dis-
advantage against his more mobile opponent. Murad
chose to avoid battle, hoping to gradually wear down
his pursuer through raiding. Only one clash occurred
during this phase of the campaign, at Sedyman on 17
October.

The French this time formed into standard battal-
ion squares. The Mamelukes, with about 6,000 horse
plus uncounted rabble infantry, launched a charge in
their usual disorderly but vigorous way. The French
kept good fire discipline, the troops reportedly telling
their general, who nervously ordered them to fire too
soon: “No, only at 20 paces, general.”

The French fire had its usual effect, wearing down
the Mameluke cavalry. One small square was actual-
ly penetrated by the furious assault, before the
French countered with their own advance, capturing
the Mameluke artillery and baggage while also dri-

The Savants

One of the honors Napoleon received after his first Ital-
ian campaign was membership in the Institute. It was an
organization of leading scientists and scholars devoted to
knowledge and learning. Napoleon was selected as a mem-
ber of the mathematics section, and he took the appoint-
ment seriously.

When preparing the Egyptian expedition he decided to
take along a large contingent of scholars, scientists and fel-
low members of the Institute. Since Egypt was a country rich
in history, and in decided need of technical improvements,
he felt they could both study
its past and help improve its
future. Some 500 were even-
tually given billets. The core
group, and the most distin-
guished, were the 167 making
up the Commission on the
Arts and Sciences. The most
famous among them were
Monge, a mathematician of
note, and Berthollet, a chem-
ist. Others included Denon,
Dutertre, Jean Baptiste-Say
and Joseph Fourier. Most were
civil engineers, draftsmen and
surveyors with obvious roles,
but others were also sculp-
tors, musicians and authors.

When first ashore in Egypt,
the “savants” didn’t fare so
well. They tended to get left
among the baggage, and some
were aboard the Nile flotilla
when it was attacked on 13 hee ‘ n- o
July. Monge took to helping § LA ;@f
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became so distraught he put m ‘i:..“l“.li? “4 i
g 1Y SR RS
. . » {3a e 'rﬂ
weights in his pockets and “’H‘""" ""' ‘

tried to jump overboard to
end his terror. But he was dis-
suaded at the last minute and
joined the fighting instead.
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Once the French were established in the country things
settled down. The Institute of Egypt was officially formed on
22 August 1798. They founded a library in which both Euro-
pean and Moslem scholars could study, and in which many
Arabic works were translated into a Furopean language for
the first time. They surveyed the country, the results of
which were eventually published in 10 volumes between
1809 and 1828. They drew up plans for hospitals, pharma-
cies and a medical school, the construction of which was
implemented later under Mehmet Ali. They also explored
various practical problems,
including aqueducts, wine
growing and indigo manufac-
turing.

Of course, the most fam-
ous and lasting accomplish-
ment of the French in Egypt
was their discovery of the
Rosetta stone. That block of
black basalt was found by
Capt. Bouchard, an engineer-
ing officer who was .working
on fortifications at the time.
Three separate bands of in-
scription were chiseled into
the stone: Greek, hieroglyph-
ics and' an unknown type.
Bouchard realized almost im-
mediately his discovery could
help solve the riddle of hiero-
glyphic writing, which had

1 remained untranslated until
s ‘,"Vmwﬁﬁﬁ then, and so turned over the
. %ﬂ%}g stone to the men Qf the_ Insti-

S tute. When the British invad-

2 oo ed, they seized it. It was
several more decades before
Champollion, another French-
man, finally deciphered the
stone, thereby unlocking hier-
oglyphics.

The Rosetta stone.
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ving off the peasant-rabble infantry. The French lost
44 Kkilled, the Mamelukes over 400.

But without cavalry, Desaix couldn’t make an
effective pursuit. His supply situation was also bad,
and his men began to suffer from a variety of ill-
nesses. Things didn’t really improve until December,
when Napoleon reinforced him with 1,000 cavalry
commanded by Davout. With that, and a gradually
improving supply situation, more pressure could be
put on Murad.

The Mameluke commander was slowly but steadi-
ly pushed southward along the Nile. He stood again
at Samhud on 22 January 1799, where he’d managed
to gather another 14,000 men and again launched the
usual charging assault on the French squares. But
this time Davout’s cavalry counterattacked when the
Mamelukes tired. Desaix summarized in his report
on the engagement: “I have never seen such a beau-
tiful and imposing charge as the one made by our
cavalry.”

The Mamelukes were this time completely broken,
suffering heavy but uncounted casualties. The French
lost one man. Afterward they pursued Murad all the
way to the first cataract of the Nile. With all the
counter-marching involved to keep in contact with
the elusive Moslems, Desaix’s total distance covered
in this campaign within a campaign is estimated to
have been over 3,000 miles.

His persistence paid dividends. The Mamelukes
began quarreling among themselves, with small
groups and factions daily deserting Murad. Even the
peasant-infantry were becoming more difficult to
recruit, and many of them also deserted. Only a
steady stream of volunteers, coming to Murad from
Arabia across the Red Sea, kept his force respectable.
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But a third defeat, at Abnud on 8 March, did nothing
to help his cause.

Desaix resolved to take the port of Kosseir to stem
the flow of recruits from Arabia. He sent Gen. Belliare
to lead the foray with 550 infantry, 400 supply
camels, one cannon and a few Bedouin guides. They
crossed 150 miles of barren country to occupy the
port on 29 May without fighting. Murad’s last depen-
dable source of reinforcement was thus shut off. He
therefore simply disappeared into the hinterland.

Desaix had probably done as well as could be
expected. But the inconclusive nature of his effort
could stand as metaphor for the French situation
across the entire country. Though quiet, the popu-
lace was restive and waiting, along with Murad Bey,
for any chance to renew the struggle.

[ ]
To Syria

Napoleon learned through his intelligence network
the Ottomans were preparing a counter-strike against
him. It was to take the form of a two-pronged assault,
with one army forming on Rhodes for transport to
Egypt aboard Royal Navy vessels, and a second gath-
ering in Syria for an overland push.

Napoleon, never one to await developments,
resolved to launch a preemptive move at the one ene-
my army he could reach, the Army of Damascus in
Syria. He began preparing for the effort at the end of
1798, and by early February the new expedition was
ready. Just exactly what he hoped to accomplish is
still debated by historians. At the least it’s certain he
intended to occupy Syria, secure the port of Acre,
destroy the Army of Damascus and create a buffer
zone between French Egypt and its main enemies. But
the romantic aspect of the campaign was also still a
consideration. Some of his oft-quoted statements
about founding a new religion, forming his own new
army from local levies, and then marching with it all
the way to India, date from this period. Probably the
best that can be said with certainty is he intended to
achieve all he could.

The French had meanwhile learned how to operate
in the Middle East. Each soldier now had his own
water bottle. Likewise, each division had its own am-
bulances, along with mule and camel trains to haul
supplies. But only four French divisions, weaker than
they had been upon their initial entry into Egypt,
would participate in the new campaign, since Desaix
was at the time locked in his pursuit of Murad Bey.
Further, the third battalion from each of the demi-
brigades had to be left behind to garrison Egypt.
Therefore only a total of 10,000 infantry were avail-
able in the divisions of Kleber, Lannes, Bon and Rey-
nier. The cavalry force, only 800 strong, was under
Joachim Murat. There were also 2,000 sappers and
artillerists. The huge siege guns to be taken along
were to be sent by sea to ease their movement.

Reynier led the advance. Setting out on 6 Febru-
ary, his first goal was to take El-Arish and construct
a fort there. But on 8 February he discovered there
was already a strong masonry fort at El-Arish, with a
garrison of at least 2,000 high-quality Albanian
infantrymen. Reynier, soon joined by Kleber, had to
wait for more artillery to come up before they could
assault the position. While waiting, they stormed and
sacked the nearby village, then on the 15th defeated
a Turkish relief force, killing 400 and capturing an-
other 900.

Napoleon arrived on the 17th and began the bom-
bardment. But the biggest guns available were only
12 pounders, not the 32 pounder siege guns that
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were still out to sea. The cumulative effect of the
bombardment was therefore slow in developing, and
only on the 19th did the defenders offer to parley.
They surrendered later that day, with most of the gar-
rison allowed to go free on condition they would nev-
er again fight the French. The French got the fort and
its large food cache, which was fortunate for them
since they’d already begun to go hungry.

Such a 10 day delay was no way to begin a cam-
paign that depended on speed and surprise. Every
hour gave the Turks a chance to further prepare their
defenses at Acre, so the French resumed the advance
the very next day. They took Gaza on the 24th, also
sacking and looting it. They were at Er-Ramle on 1
March, and in front of Jaffa on the 3rd. There they
again met with resistance.

Napoleon launched his assault on the 7th. It was
entirely successful, with the town sacked, its garri-
son slaughtered and the women raped. When some
3,000 defenders took refuge in the citadel, French
envoys, among them Napoleon’s stepson Eugene
Beauharnais, went forward to offer terms. The def-
enders surrendered, but Napoleon broke the agree-
ment, ordering all of them killed. One of the French
who witnessed the massacre described the scene:

The next morning all...were taken to the sea
shore, and two battalions began to shoot them
down. Their only hope of saving their lives was
to throw themselves into the sea; and they did
not hesitate; all tried to escape by swimming. But
they were shot at leisure, and in an instant the
sea was red with blood and covered with
corpses. A few were lucky enough to reach some
rocks. But soldiers were ordered to follow them
in boats and finish them off.

By way of later explaining all the killing at Jaffa,
Napoleon said there had been no food to feed them,
no men to guard them, and some had been at El-Arish
and broke their parole. He may actually have been
trying to show the Turkish commander at Acre how
ruthless the French could be and what to expect if he
resisted them.

Shortly thereafter, bubonic plague erupted among
the French. There had been isolated cases earlier, but
at Jaffa it grew into a full outbreak, with 31 cases in
one night. When the French moved on toward Acre,
some 300 men had to be left behind. Before depart-
ing, in an attempt to calm his suddenly frightened
army, Napoleon visited the hospital, even going so
far as helping carry to bed one infected soldier. It was
a bold move and did help calm the troops. It also
demonstrated the complexity of Napoleon’s charac-
ter; he could order a massacre one day and play the
compassionate healer the next.

He arrived outside Acre, his next objective, on 18
March. The port town had a garrison of 5,000, with
over 250 cannon. It was commanded by Djezzar
Pasha, a fiery, devilish man. During the siege he often
liked to sit in the town square, where he would per-
sonally pay for each French head brought to him.

On the 15th, two other important arrivals entered
the scene. Sir Sidney Smith, a Royal Navy officer, and
Louis-Edmond de Phillippeaux, a French emigre-turn-
coat with engineering skills. In addition, the British
captured the French siege train that had been coming
by sea. Those heavy 32 pounder guns were also land-
ed at Acre to be used against their former owners. If
a French attack had gone in against Acre earlier, it
may well have succeeded; but by the 18th it was too
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late. The delay at El-Arish was now seen to have been
critical.

The city and fortress of Acre are on a promontory
jutting out into the Mediterranean. Though it was far
from being a modern installation even by the stan-
dards of 1799, Acre’s old medieval walls were still
thick. Only about a third of its wall’s circumference
faced land, and the French could do nothing from
seaward. The British had also placed guns on floating
batteries, and on a lighthouse island that was in a
good position to enfilade French advances.

The French had lost their heavy artillery, and the
plague still ran through their ranks, averaging 100
new cases per week. Their supply lines were not
secure, while the Turks were guaranteed replenish-
ment by sea. The Turks also had a relief force in the
vicinity in the form of the Army of Damascus.

Napoleon knew time was running against him. His
army was growing weaker while that of his enemies
strengthened. He sent for new siege pieces, but real-
ly couldn’t afford to wait for them to arrive. He set
his men to digging parallels and saps, attempted to
use mines, and directed what guns he had against the
walls of Acre. Indeed, his activity became almost fren-
zied.

He sent in the first assault on 28 March. But the
scaling ladders they had on hand were only 16 feet

The Massacre at Jaffa.
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high, while the small breach the bombardment had
made in the wall was 20 feet above ground level. The
French were repulsed with heavy loss. A mine was
exploded on the 31st and a new assault sent in the
next day. But it too was handily stopped, the breach
created by the mine proving too small to offer any
real opportunity of penetration.

Twice denied, the French set to digging again with
renewed vigor. At the same time Napoleon sent Kle-
ber’s division to deal with the Army of Damascus.
Knowing his 2,000 men were facing perhaps as many
as 35,000 of the enemy, Kleber tried to compensate
by using a night march and surprise attack. But he
was too slow, ending up just short of the jump off
position he’d needed to reach when dawn broke.
Forming square, he managed to hold on until Napo-
leon arrived with reinforcements. At that, two can-
non shots, a massed volley and charge completely
broke the Turks. Kleber lost only two killed and 60
wounded in what became known as the Battle of
Mount Tabor (16 April). The Turkish relief force
would no longer be a problem.

With his rear area thus secured, Napoleon return-
ed to focus on Acre. The replacement siege guns
arrived in Jaffa in mid-April; but it was estimated
they wouldn’t finally be moved into place until the
30th. Napoleon chose not to wait. Another mine was
exploded, again creating a small breach, this time at
the corner of a tower. The French tried anyway; but
when those who got through the Turkish fire reached
the area of the breach, the defenders dropped two lit
powder kegs on them. Only a few French survivors
made it back to their own lines.

Napoleon launched five more assaults between 1
and 10 May. The heavy siege guns had meanwhile
arrived and did make some difference, but the

defense was still too strong. On 7 May a foothold was
gained and held in one of the wall towers, and much
was therefore hoped for the next day. But the garri-
son had thrown up a second line of defense inside
the city wall, so the French again suffered heavily
when they tried to advance inside. The last assault,
launched over the rotting corpses of the previous
efforts, was also stopped cold. With that, the French
offensive into Syria came to its end.

The retreat was terrible. The French had lost 1,200
killed in action, as well as another 1,000 done in by
disease. Another 2,300 sick and wounded had to be
carried. Napoleon gave orders none of the wounded
were to be left behind; but just as they would be in
the later retreat from Moscow, those instructions
were often ignored. One survivor later wrote:

I saw with my own eyes officers who had limbs
amputated being thrown out of their litters...I
saw amputees, wounded men, plague-stricken
men, or people merely suspected of having the
plague, being abandoned in the fields. Our
march was lit by torches with which we also set
fire to the towns, the villages, the hamlets, and
the rich harvests that covered the land.

Amid that kind of disorder the whole way, the
French withdrew into Egypt. Reynier fought a good
rearguard action, but enemy horsemen still managed
to harry the column throughout the march. By 3 June
the French, who had lost nearly a third of their total
starting force, were back at Katia in Egypt. Napoleon,
trying to put the best possible spin on a bad situa-
tion, issued a proclamation announcing another vic-
tory. He even staged a triumphal march into Cairo on
the 14th. But the French had been defeated and
everyone knew it. The limits of their endurance and
expansion had been reached. The only real success
lay in the fact the Turks’ Army of Damascus had been
defeated and scattered, and could therefore not play
any further role for some time.

The Last Victory

But the Turks still had their Army of Rhodes, and
the British began putting that force ashore at Abu Qir
Bay on 11 July. The Turks were commanded by Mus-
tapha Pasha, and numbered about 15,000. Mustapha
showed little initiative, taking two weeks to reduce
the first nearby French fort he encountered. He made
no real advance inland, a delay that gave Napoleon
the time he needed to react. He did so by assembling
a force of about 8,000 during the grace period. There
were two infantry divisions, led by Lannes and Lan-
usse, along with a mixed force of cavalry and infantry
commanded by Murat. They had only 15 cannon.

The Turks had meanwhile entrenched their posi-
tion, setting up a strong defense with its flanks
anchored on two hills. They were backed by 30 guns
on land set up in a second line behind the first, with
still others on gunboats off shore. Even so, when the
French attacked on 25 July they destroyed the Turks.
It was, however, the toughest field engagement in the
campaign to that time.

The first infantry assaults against the fortified
hills were driven back. But Murat observed the Turks
were pulling men from their center to reinforce the
flanks. He therefore led his cavalry directly into and
through that weakened area, wheeled them left and
right, got his artillery into action, and thereby broke
open the first Turkish line. The pursuit was short,
effective and deadly.
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The second line was also soon taken when the
French artillery pounding it made those holding it
withdraw to try to avoid the fire. Murat’s cavalry
charged again, heading straight for Mustapha’s com-
mand post. He engaged the Turkish commander in
personal combat, then captured him outright. The
bold Frenchman did take a pistol shot in his jaw in
the process; but his mouth was open at the time, so
it merely passed through both cheeks.

The Turks were entirely wrecked, with 2,000
killed in action, 3,000 taken prisoner, and most of
the rest drowned in the sea when they tried to
escape. The French lost 150 killed and 750 wound-
ed. The French hold on Egypt was again secure — at
least for a time. :

Napoleon sailed from Egypt on 18 August 1799,
having contemplated departure for some time. It had
become increasingly clear Egypt was a dead end.
Also, shortly after the Army of Rhodes’
defeat, the English had sent Napoleon some
newspapers that told of repeated French
defeats in Europe. Napoleon therefore saw
his best new opportunity lay in returning to
France to become its savior. Thus he sailed
away, taking with him only a few of his clos-
est associates. Soon after his arrival he did
indeed manage to manipulate the political
situation and became ruler of France. The
fact the news of his victory over the Turks at
Abu Qir reached France at the same time he
did allowed him to pose as a victor return-
ing after a great triumph.

Conclusions

The expedition to Egypt sheds distress-
ing light on Napoleon’s true character. The
executions in Cairo and the massacre at Jaf-
fa in fact show the worst side of his per-
sonality. Admittedly, he and his force were
alone in a strange land, and stern measures
therefore seemed justified to be sure of
staying in control of the situation. That may
explain Napoleon's actions, but it can’t real-
ly justify them.

On a more purely military level, it’s sig-
nificant the French won every field engage-
ment, most of them handily. Those victories
showed that well disciplined European
troops, though fewer in number than their
opponents, could dependably defeat undis-
ciplined, though ferocious, non-Europeans.
The defenders only did better when they
had strong fortifications and an allied Euro-
pean navy to help them. This type of cam-
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paign would be repeated many times during
the coming century.

But what was also shown, though not
learned at the time, was though the French
won victories in Egypt they really never
gained control there. In that way the French
campaign was also a precursor of later anti-
colonial wars in the 20th century. The
French really only controlled the ground on
which they stood at any one moment.

With Napoleon’s departure, French com-
mand in Egypt went to Kleber, the senior
officer among those left behind. He man-
aged to preserve his nation’s dream of ori-
ental empire, such as it was, for another two
years, until 1801, when the British launched
their counter-invasion of Egypt. o
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The Battle for Aachen 1944, The Batt garchy of 235-285 AD,
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stood maps, charts and graphs appearing anywhere today.

If you're insatiably curious about military history — if you're concerned
about directions military developments are taking today — if you like to be
informed about the background of the world’s hot spots — then
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Now accuracy of movement 1s compromised only by . . .
the honesty of your ruler . . .

RI WARGAME BASES.

We manufacture 8 types of wargame bases with &0 different sizes each. Wood
with magnet, Sheet Metal, Thin Plastic with Magnet, Thick Plastic with
Magnet, Thin Masonite, Thick Masonite. Cover the rest of your base needs
with our 8heet Magnet, Paper Steel & FLOCKING GELSmnw. All bases are made
in house so CUSTOM SIZES ARE NEVER A PROBLEM. Contact us for a
complete listing of our ENTIRE product line.

* US/Overseas Dealers, Distributors and Sales Representatives inquiries are welcome.
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Carolina The Civil War
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Research X ey Crsnis 064 e g semseemay South Carolina

RS S =
Pocotaligo 1862 & 1864
In October 1862, a 4,500-strong Federal division, One 22" x 34" color map, 280 1/2" counters, 24 pp

based at Hilton Head Island and Beaufort, SC, sailed up ~ Basic Rules, 24 pp Advanced Rules, 7 player-aid cards,

the Broad River with orders to destroy the Charleston 20 pp Historical Background. 7 Half-map Scenarios,
and Savannah Railroad. Two years later, in Dec. 1864, 6 Full-map Scenarios. 350 Yds/hex, 30-minute Turns.
5,000 Federals attempted to isolate Savannah from the Units are individual cannons or sections, companies,

east as Sherman's Army approached from the NW, battalions, and/or regiments, with Federal ships and

resulting in the 3-day Battles at Tulifiny Crossroads,SC.  Conf. trains. Pocotaligo 1862 & 1864 - $30. Ziplock
Two new publications: The Pocotaligo Expedition October 21-23, 1862 72 pages, 8 1/2" x 11", 19 maps - $14.
The Civil War in SW S.C. Dec. 1864 - Jan. 1865 44 pp, 8 1/2" x 11", 17 maps, also detailed - $12. All 3 for $50.

Check or money order to WCHR P.O. Box 549 Montmorenci, SC 29839 Hs %oﬁ?gNﬂgzg%“H
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powers in arecreation of this epic conflict. World Wide Battle Plan is a multi-player,
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players mail their moves to the referee (us) to be processed. We calculate the
production, resolve the combat, eliminate illegal orders, and send each player an
individual computer printout showing him only what he is allowed to see at this
moment in the game. We have been doing play by mail for 27 years, and are the
founders of this industry. Write for free information, or send us $2 for a copy of the
rules with map. Or check our webpage: http://www .flyingbuffalo.com
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PO Box 1467 Dept C

Scottsdale AZ 85252

Phone 602-945-6917 Fax 602-994-1170
email:rick@flyingbuffalo.com
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The FORTIS Pilots Chronograph Automatic accompanied A.
Paringaux during his spectacular flight, reaching an alfifude of
100,250 feet in a MIG-25PU and setfing a new world record.

Fquipped with a precision Swiss automatic movement, 12-hour
counter and day/date indication, the FORTIS Pilots Chronograph
Avtomatic displays its functions with exceptional clarity. lts matte-
finished stainless steel case and specially treated crystal minimizes
glare. In limited light the 40mm face is precisely illuminated with tri-
tium-enhanced indices, hands, and numerals. Water resistant to 100m.
Available with leather strap ($1300), or on a stainless steel bracelet
(51400). Also available on request - Exhibition Back, displaying the
movement (5 ATM).
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SEVEN ROADS TO HELL
A Screaming Eagle at Bastogne
by Donald R. Burgett, 256 pages,
Presidio Press, $24.95

You've met Private Ryan, at least
on the silver screen. The rest of the
Screaming Eagles of the famed 101st
Airborne Division, those who sur-
vived, didn’t go home a few days
after the invasion; they soldiered on.
Following their combat in the
Normandy Invasion, the division had
been mauled during Field Marshal
Montgomery’s ill-fated Operation
Market Garden, the campaign for the
“pbridge too far” immortalized by
Cornelius Ryan. Just as they had set-
tled in for some hard earned rest and
refitting/retraining, orders arrived
rushing the paratroopers to Bas-
togne. Only 20 days had passed since
the last contingent of the 101st had
been pulled out of the line on
November 27, 1944.

A massive Nazi attack through the
supposedly impenetrable Ardennes
Forest by overwhelming, armor-heavy
Wehrmacht forces blasted through
the thinly-manned Allied lines and
raced for the major Allied port at
Antwerp. This was the start of what
has become known as the Battle of
the Bulge. An obscure Belgian cross-
roads town now became the point of
decision. If the Germans defeated the
Screaming Eagles, their attack could
continue unimpeded, careening
towards the English Channel. German
success would split the Allied armies,
and cripple their campaign against
the Reich. The war could be length-
ened, perhaps by years. The butch-
er’s bill would grow by tens of thou-
sands of Allied lives.

Seven roads met at the Belgian
crossroads town Bastogne. The
Screaming Eagles became “the cork
in the bottle.” Nazi follow-on forces
and critical supplies of fuel and
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armaments required free transit of
Bastogne for the momentum of their
onslaught to be maintained. The
lightly armed paratroopers of the
101st immediately found themselves
in close combat. Short on ammuni-
tion or food, in freezing weather with
deep snow, they even lacked winter
clothing. Yet, they held out against
the best the Wehrmacht could throw
at them, buying the time needed for
General Patton’s Third Army to rede-
ploy and counterattack from the
south.

When faced with a German de-
mand for surrender — resistance is
futile, defeat is imminent, the
Americans’ cost would be counted to
the last man — the Screaming Eagles’
commander, Brigadier General
McAuliffe, issued a one word reply,
“Nuts.” Following their combat expe-
riences at Normandy and on Hell’s
Highway, the road to Arnhem, being
cutoff, surrounded, deep behind
enemy lines was familiar territory for
McAuliffe’s soldiers. Burgett and his
fellow paratroopers amply demon-
strated the truth behind their gener-
al’s faith, defeating attack after
attack by the seemingly overwhelm-
ing Nazis.

By January 13, 1945, the tide turn-
ed for the beleaguered Americans
and the Screaming Eagles went on
the offensive, successfully attacking
out of their perimeter to the north-
east to seize the town of Bourcy. The
attack went smoothly and by the
17th, the town had fallen. Burgett
and his buddies had survived 31
days of continuous combat.

The story of their heroic combat is
the stuff of which legends are made.
Today, almost fifty-five years later,
Donald R. Burgett is more than up to
the task of telling it. This old sol-
dier’s prose is blunt, matter-of-fact,
almost dispassionate. Yet, this is
what we have come to expect in the
stories of the “greatest generation”:
ordinary people performing extraor-
dinary feats under impossible cir-
cumstances. His memoir of the Battle
of the Bulge is an exciting and endur-

ing testament to the Screaming
Eagles and their epic defense of
Bastogne.

DEATH GROUND
Today’s American Infantry in Battle
by Daniel P. Bolger, 384 pages, 13
maps, 30 photos, Presidio Press
$29.95

Standing at the intersection where
today’s high technology, information
age military collides with the tribal
animosities that typify the new world
order is the American infantryman.
Out there, beyond the comfortable
confines of our national borders,
among the pressing alien throngs,
the terrible swift sword of American
military power comes to a pretty
small point. Out there stand a few
good American men, infantrymen of
the United States Army and Marine
Corps.

The essence of the infantry experi-
ence is having the combination of
brains, stamina, reflexes, and will-
power to get out on the ground, face
to face with your enemy. The rifle-
man’s battle is not a remote, surgical-
ly precise operation. Despite the
night vision devices and infrared
scopes that let the infantryman “see”
in the dark, microminiturized radios
that let him talk securely to virtually
anyone in the world, and a host of
other items that seem more like Star
Wars than Gulf War, the infantry’s
battle is in your face, dirty and bru-
tal. While our soldiers and Marines
are ordinary men, they must be capa-
ble of enduring extraordinary hard-
ships and performing extraordinary
deeds, acts that are a product of
their skill, endurance, and ingenuity;
feats of moral and physical courage.

Col. Bolger covers the full range of
modern American infantry opera-
tions: peacekeeping with Marines in
Cap-Hatien, Hati; parachuting into
Panama; air-assaulting in Blackhawk
helicopters sixty miles behind Iraqgi
lines; scud-hunting in western Iraq
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with army Rangers; the less success-
ful peace-keeping operation in
Mogadishu, Somalia; and the emer-
gency evacuation of American civil-
ians from Liberia. These operations
showcase the incredible capability of
today’s rifleman; they also highlight
the extraordinary peril that is rou-
tinely faced by our soldiers and
Marines as they defend American
interests around the world. As the
Somalian debacle of Task Force
Ranger demonstrates, the world is a
dangerous place, even for the best
trained and equipped warriors in the
world.

Finally, through his thoughtful
analysis of the little known Gulf War
battle of Khafji, the author provides
an insightful glimpse into the future
of the infantry. Here, a small group
consisting of Marine Recon, Navy
SEALs, and Army Green Berets, all
told less than one hundred strong,
“ouarded” the main road south along
the Persian Gulf from Kuwait into
Saudi Arabia. Their defeat of attack-
ing Iraqi forces consisting of a
brigade’s worth of tanks and mecha-
nized infantry along with three divi-
sions of follow-on forces is a telling
primer on the violence of firepower,
firepower that can be at the finger-
tips of today’s Army and Marine rifle-
men.

WITNESS TO AN ERA:
The Life & Photographs of
Alexander Gardner
by D. Mark Katz, Rutledge Hill
Press, $34.95

This beautiful volume is filled
with memorable photos, many repro-
duced directly from original Gardner
prints. It is a story of Abraham
Lincoln’s photographer, who changed
the way Americans viewed the Civil
War through provoking displays of
dead and wounded combatants.
Alexander Gardner took many of the
most famous pictures attributed to
Civil War photographer Matthew
Brady. (Brady actually took very few
of the photos credited to him.)

It is Gardner’s pictures that show
the definite fatigue and emotion in
President Lincoln’s face. It is his
images of battlefield death, military
and civilian executions (including the
conspirators of President Lincoln’s
assassination) and wild West events,
native American Indian chief por-
traits and frames of everyday life in
that period that have endeared
Gardner to generations of historians
and photo enthusiasts alike.

Initially a student and partner of
Brady, Gardner broke away during

Robin L. Miller Miniatures
3670 N. US 23

Black River, Michigan 48721 USA
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the middle of the Civil War to found
his own studio. Many of his shots
were for the archive files of the
Secret Service, however, Gardner kept
his negatives. His pictures from the
battlefields were the basis of engrav-
ings in Harper’s Weekly and it was
these images that brought the real
horror of war home to the American
people.

ONE MORE BRIDGE TO CROSS:
Lowering the Cost of War
by H. J. Poole, Posterity Press,
$9.40

One More Bridge to Cross looks at
one battle in each war this century
through the eyes of the enemy sol-
dier (to better understand his tech-
niques). Overemphasis on rank, tech-
nology, and long-range warfare have
created a deficiency in individual and
small-unit skills in the U.S. military.
Decentralized control over training
and combat produces infantrymen
who can better survive. This book
describes a more enjoyable and pro-
ductive way to train — a way to mod-
ernize short-range techniques, while
instilling tactical decision-making
skill and initiative at the lowest eche-
lons of a unit.

THE POLITICS OF COMMAND
by Thomas L. Connelly and Archer
Jones, Louisiana State University
Press, $14.95

This succinct and innovative study
reevaluates Confederate strategy by
closely analyzing the forces that
shaped it. Connelly and Jones pro-
vide new perspectives not only on
the European heritage of Confederate
military thought but alse on the con-
flict over troop placement and strate-
gy between Robert E. Lee, who
emphasized the eastern theater, and
a coalition of generals — including
P.G.T. Beauregard, Braxton Bragg,
Joseph E. Johnston, and James
Longstreet — who favored a Napo-
leonic concentration and offensive in
the West. The influence this powerful
“Western Bloc” wielded over Confed-
erate strategy can be seen at several
critical points in the war, such as the
invasion of Kentucky in 1862, the
concentration prior to the battle of
Chickamauga in 1863, and in the
planning for the spring campaign of
1864.

The Politics of Command is an
important assessment of the formi-
dable pressures brought to bear
upon President Jefferson Davis as he
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decided the South’s military strategy
— the European heritage, the
Confederate departmental system,
the ideas of Lee, and the ideas of the
Western Bloc. Connelly and Jones
prove that any meaningful under-
standing of Davis’ actions must take
into account these various factors
that influenced him, for his key deci-
sions were products of the “politics
of command.”

DRAFTEE DIVISION
The 88th Infantry Division in World
War I, by John Sloan Brown, 256
pages, 30 photos, 9 charts and
tables, 3 maps, Presidio Press,
$15.95

Historically, Americans have not
been a militaristic people. Despite
having fought in nine major con-
flicts, an inbred distrust of strong
central control and the large stand-
ing armies necessary to maintain that
control have led us to create our
armies on the fly, after the crisis of
armed conflict is already upon us.
Even most recently in the Gulf War, it
took America almost six months to
marshal the forces necessary to
return Kuwait to its prewar bound-
aries.

One of the most impressive, yet
least studied, accomplishments of
the United States in World War II was
a mobilization that included fifty-five
draftee divisions. Draftee divisions
were the products of mass conscrip-
tion. Their rank and file consisted
almost entirely of newly conscripted
young men who were trained and
then led in combat by a small cadre
of professional soldiers.

In many ways the Blue Devils of
the 88th Infantry Division are typical
of the torrent of combat units crated
by America during the war. In other
ways, however, the Blue Devils stand
out: they were first into combat, they
served longest in combat, and they
were the most respected of all the
war’s draftee divisions.

On March 4, 1944, the Blue Devils
took over responsibility for a sector
of the Italian front; the long months
of preparation (the division had been
activated on July 15, 1942) were over.
Now the true test for the division, the
test of combat, began. Within three
short months, the Blue Devils had
passed this test with flying colors,
first helping to crack the vaunted
Gustav Line, and then winning the
race to Rome with the third platoon
of the 88th Cavalry Reconnaissance
Troop radioing the news at 7:15 am,
June 4, 2944. Plenty of hard combat
would follow the jubilant liberation
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30mm, 25mm, 20mm and N-
gauge scales, all periods from
ancients through WWIIL. Over
1,600 figures, fast service.
Catalog $4.00. Send to:

P.O. Box 756 CM
Corcoran CA 93212-0756
(209) 992-8774
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of Rome, as German forces continued
their tenacious defense of northern
Italy. The question of whether a divi-
sion of American draftees could sur-
vive in combat against the vaunted
aryan supermen of the Wehrmacht
had been answered by the soldiers of
the 88th Infantry Division. They not
only survived; they prevailed.

INTO CAMBODIA
by Keith William Nolan, 496 pages,
Presidio Press, $18.95

In April, 1970, much to the relief
of the American fighting man in
Vietnam, President Nixon authorized
a multi-division attack into Cam-
bodia. Across the border were the
communist sanctuaries: enormous
caches of rice, ammunition, weapons,
and more — storage depots for the
war materials streaming down the Ho
Chi Minh Trail from North Vietnam.

Their mission was to destroy the
Viet Cong/North Vietnamese Army
(NVA) Field Command Headquarters.
While the lenses and microphones of
the media were focused on the Paris
peace talks and the newly announced
policy of Vietnamization of the war
accompanied by the withdrawal of
United States combat troops, the
men of three American Army divi-
sions (the Ist Cavalry, 4th Infantry,
and 25th Infantry) along with the
troopers of the 11th Armored Caval-
ry Regiment were poised for battle.

Angel’s Wing, the Fish Hook, Par-
rot’s Beak, and Dog’s Face are some
of the colorful names that left bloody
memories. The NVA often were not
visible, but they were there, and in
large numbers. The resulting combat
was some of the fiercest of the war.
Long overshadowed by the tragedy at
Kent State during demonstrations
protesting this invasion, the bravery
of the thousands of young American
soldiers involved in this campaign is
finally given the attention it deserves.
Author Nolan’s account of the
Cambodian campaign ranks as a clas-
sic of military history.

THE LAST BIG-GUN NAVAL BATTLE:
The Battle of Surigao Strait
by Howard Sauer, The Glencannon
Press, $26.95

Out of the mud of Pearl Harbor,
the surviving battleships were raised,
repaired and modernized. Returning
to the war in record time, they pro-
vided heavy gunfire support in the
great battles of the Pacific. This is a
compelling eyewitness account by a
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young officer aboard the 16-inch gun
battleship Maryland.

The Battle for Leyte Gulf — four
major naval actions — was the great-
est sea battle in history. For the
Japanese, it was a desperate effort to
prevent the Allies from bringing the
war onto the homeland. But for the
U.S., it was the scene for reprisal,
retaliation, retribution and revenge
for Pearl Harbor. Among the hun-
dreds of ships, five victims of Pearl
Harbor rode in the battle line at
Surigao — the battleships Maryland,
California, Pennsylvania, West Vir-
ginia and Tennessee. Howard Sauer
served aboard Maryland.

The Pearl Harbor veterans’ anger
and desire for vengeance was strong.
Through hundreds of drills and train-
ings, through the sea battles of the
Pacific, Maryland had one goal. Now,
at Surigao, she was in the line, ready
for the greatest battle of all.

Many books have been written
about the Surigao action, which has
been called the Navy’s greatest single
triumph, a model of timing, coordi-
nation and execution. But Howard
Sauer’s behind-the-guns view is
unique - a fascinating eyewitness
account of the battle and the last
Crossing of the ‘T’

ACES WILD:
The Race for Mach 1
by Al Blackburn, 282 pages, SR
Books, $24.95

They were in a two-man race to
break the sound barrier. It was
October 1947, a time before high-
speed digital computers, when pre-
dictions of what would happen to
fighter planes at such speeds were
nebulous. Chuck Yeager and George
Welch, two great fighter pilots from
World War II, were about to explore
the unknown in the bright blue sky
over the Mojave Desert.

Aces Wild is the story of these two
courageous men who dueled to
become the first to fly at supersonic
speed — “Mach 1” — in an aircraft.
The book attempts to set the record
straight as to who actually broke the
sound barrier first.

Aces Wild traces the story of fight-
er planes from the start of World War
I at Pear]l Harbor through the transi-
tion to jets in the 1950s. The author
reveals the views of supersonic flight
before and after 1947 by pilots, sci-
entists, engineers, business interests,
the government and the media.

This dramatic tale will appeal to
aviation buffs and all readers, espe-
cially those who enjoyed Tom
Wolfe’s The Right Stuff. o
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2. AXIS EUROPA JOURNAL - A 36 page,
professionally printed magazine completely
dedicated to WWII Axis Military History.
Now published using glossy, full color cov-
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Conference. Napoleonic Society, 1115 Ponce
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13. Headgear Displays - We supply most mil-
itary museums, color postcard showing four
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14. FLYING BUFFALO. Conquer the world of
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command through the best historical simula-
tions available. For free catalogue call 1-
888842-6377.

22. TALONSOFT historical strategy games
for the IBM PC. We make history!

23. BELLE & BLADE - Everything for the
armchair swashbuckler, top quality swords,
books, knives, armor, videos, toys and wacky
shackers. THE BELLE! catalog $10.00.

Video/Audio Tapes

24. BLACKSTONE AUDIO BOOKS - pur-
chase our convenient 30-day rentals by mail.
Over 500 titles. Specializing in history, biog-
raphy, politics, economics, religion, philoso-
phy and literature. FREE infomation.

25. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS
INC. Military, political and social history on
videocassette. Over 600 titles,, showing both
sides of conflict. Send for free illustrated cata-
log, wwwIHFFILM. com

Command

Reader Service Department
PO Box 5283
Pittsfield, MA 01203-5283

14.....Free
15.....Free
16200
17200
18..ee 500
19......2.00
20......Free
21.....Free
22.....Free
23.....10.00
24..... Free
25......Free

Circle each item you want. Enclose payment
for priced items plus the handling f]ge (must
be included even if only freeitems are
ordered). Mail to the addréss above. Do not
use this address for any other purpose.

Total for priced items

Handling Fee 2.00
Total Enclosed

Make payment by check ($US on a US bank),
international postal money order, MasterCard,

Visa or AMEX. Please allow 6-8 weeks for
delivery.

Name
Address

Expires 8/31/99

COMMAND MAGAZINE




cav

Europe 1940-1941 the German war machine has jus onquel
look out across the English Channel to the White Cliffs of Do
bring Britain to her knees. Only one obstacle remains in thei rpath-—The
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Direct hit! Check damage assessment on individual

Scramble! Send up fighters to intercept incoming d
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